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Tough but temperate 


Trump warns North Korea, promises to build up military in first State of the Union 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 


In his first State of the Union address, 
President Donald Trump avoided the 
bellicose rhetoric he has wielded in re¬ 
cent months against North Korea but hit 
the communist state in a sensitive spot 


by targeting its human rights abuses. 

He paid an emotional tribute to a North 
Korean defector who fled to the South, 
and the parents of an American univer¬ 
sity student who died of injuries suffered 
while detained in the isolated nation. 

Analysts said the president was likely 


trying to avoid stoking tensions with the 
North ahead of its planned participation 
in the Winter Olympics while maintain¬ 
ing a tough stance that has raised fears 
of a new conflict. 


President Donald Trump 
claps during his first State 
of the Union address in the 
House chamber of the U.S. 
Capitol to a joint session of 
Congress on Tuesday night. 


SEE TOUGH ON PAGE 6 


Win McNamee, Pool/AP 


Air Force NCO removed for racially charged video rant 


By Dianna Cahn 
Stars and Stripes 

The Air Force has suspended a techni¬ 
cal sergeant at Nellis Air Force Base in 
Nevada whose online expletive-filled and 
racially tinged diatribe about subordinates 
went viral, getting more than 2.5 million 
views and sparking a frank and unusually 
public discussion about race and leader¬ 


ship in the service. 

On Sunday, Tech. Sgt. Geraldine Lovely 
posted a video of herself in uniform on a 
private Facebook forum ranting about the 
disrespect that she said she suffered from 
black female subordinates. A portion of 
the video was then re-posted on a public 
Facebook community page dedicated to 
Air Force airmen, noncommissioned and 
senior noncommissioned officers. 


In the video, Lovely, who is a member of 
the 99th Force Support Squadron, not only 
uses excessive profanity, she insinuates 
that she is doing the best she can to remain 
professional and not “start a fight club.” 

“Why is it that every time I encounter my 
subordinates that are black females they 
have a giant (expletive) attitude?” Lovely 
said. “And it’s not like I am coming to them 
with a (expletive) attitude. I don’t. 


“I am trying my best to hold my profes¬ 
sionalism with them but good God, they 
have no (expletive) respect whatsoever,” 
she added. “Every time I talk to them, ‘No 
Ma’am.’ Like they are talking down to me. 
And I am trying to tread lightly as a higher 
ranking NCO, not to (expletive) blow the 
(expletive) up and start a fight club.” 

SEE RANT ON PAGE 8 







Page 2 


mmnmfoim 


Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, February 1,2018 


MILITARY 


Jolie calls on NATO troops to combat sex abuse 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

NATO was abuzz Wednesday 
as a scrum of bureaucrats and 
reporters packed the headquar¬ 
ters lobby while Hollywood star 
Angelina Jolie delivered a mes¬ 
sage that allies must do more to 
counter sexual violence. 

Jolie, who serves as the United 
Nations’ special envoy on refu¬ 
gees, said she would be working 
closely with the military alliance 
in the months ahead in a push to 
get NATO more involved in stem¬ 
ming violence against women 
and children. 

“I am here because I believe we 
need those who have the capacity 
to make change to be focused on 
the right things,” said Jolie, who 
was flanked by NATO Secretary- 
General Jens Stoltenberg. 

If allies are more engaged, 
“they can make a change, and it 
is a choice,” she said. 

The actress’ visit to Brussels 


came on the heels of a watch¬ 
dog report that faulted the U.S. 
military for turning a blind eye 
to abuses by Afghan soldiers, 
who have been accused of sexu¬ 
ally assaulting boys and girls. 
Last week, the Special Inspector 
General for Afghanistan Recon¬ 
struction determined that the 
military provided funding to Af¬ 
ghan units despite an awareness 
of such human rights violations. 

When asked about the abuses, 
Jolie said, “There is a lot more 
work to be done.” 

Jolie convened in Brussels 
with the alliance’s North Atlan¬ 
tic Council and Military Com¬ 
mittee. She was slated to meet 
with NATO Supreme Allied 
Commander Gen. Curtis M. 
Scaparrotti. 

Stoltenberg said NATO intends 
to make countering sexual vio¬ 
lence more of a focus. 

“Special envoy Jolie and I have 
decided to work together, focus¬ 


ing on three points: training, 
monitoring and reporting, and 
awareness,” he said. 

NATO already conducts pre¬ 
deployment training for soldiers 
on sexual violence issues, and 
allied troops are required to 
monitor and report instances of 
sexual violence when they are 
suspected. 

Those programs will be en¬ 
hanced, Stoltenberg said. 

“We must be faster and more 
systematic in our reporting,” he 
said. 

Jolie said her goal was to help 
NATO in areas where it does 
training affecting civilians in 
places such as Afghanistan. 

Sexual violence and rape as a 
weapon of war have long been a 
scourge in conflict zones. Jolie 
said action is needed to end “the 
impunity.” 

Over the years, there has been 
“too much discussion and very 
little action,” she said. 


Courtesy of NATO 

Angelina Jolie, U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees special envoy, 
speaks with NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg at NATO 
headquarters in Brussels on Wednesday. 



Man pleads guilty in human smuggling by Texas soldiers 


Associated Press 

BROWNSVILLE, Texas — A Mexican 
man living in the U.S. illegally has plead¬ 
ed guilty to helping other immigrants be 
smuggled by American soldiers through a 
border checkpoint in Texas. 

Victoriano Zamora-Jasso, 51, pleaded 
guilty Monday to conspiracy to transport 
and harbor immigrants and illegal re¬ 
entry after deportation, according to fed¬ 
eral prosecutors. 

The 2014 case involved four active-duty 
soldiers at Fort Hood, the sprawling Army 


post in Central Texas. 

The soldiers were paid at least $1,200 
per smuggled immigrant, Angela Dodge, 
a spokeswoman for the U.S. Attorney’s Of¬ 
fice, said Tuesday. 

The individual soldiers, making trips be¬ 
tween March and September 2014, showed 
Army identification and hid immigrants 
under military gear while going through 
the Sarita checkpoint. 

Some immigrants were eventually de¬ 
tected, and investigators then linked the 
human smuggling cases to the Fort Hood 
personnel. 


The soldiers were convicted of immi¬ 
grant smuggling-related counts and sen¬ 
tenced in 2015 and 2016. 

Brandon Troy Robbins, 23, of San Anto¬ 
nio, was sentenced to 20 months in federal 
prison. Eric Alexander Rodriguez, 24, of 
Odem, was sentenced to a year in prison. 
Christopher David Wix, 23, of Abilene, was 
sentenced to a year and a day in prison. 
Yashira Perez-Morales, 27, from Water- 
town, N.Y., was sentenced to five years of 
probation, according to prosecutors. 

Zamora-Jasso was deported in 2013, 
then lived in Houston after slipping back 


into Texas. He was indicted in 2016. He re¬ 
mains in custody and faces up to 10 years 
in prison when sentenced. 

Another civilian, Arnold Gracia, 47, from 
Harlingen, was also convicted of smug¬ 
gling-related counts and was sentenced 
to six years in prison in the case. Gracia 
recruited the soldiers, according to pros¬ 
ecutors, and Zamora-Jasso provided the 
immigrants. 

A message left Tuesday with Fort 
Hood public affairs on the military status 
of the four soldiers wasn’t immediately 
returned. 
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AP 


U.S. military guards walk within the Camp Delta military-run prison at Guantanamo Bay U.S. Naval Base, 
Cuba, in 2006. An executive order signed by President Donald Trump will keep the prison open. 


Trump signs order to keep 
Gitmo military prison open 


By Deb Riechmann 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump has signed an 
executive order to keep open the 
U.S. military prison at Guantana¬ 
mo Bay, marking a formal rever¬ 
sal of his predecessor’s eight-year 
effort to shut it down. 

Trump made it clear during his 
campaign that he wanted Guanta¬ 
namo to remain open and to “load 
it up with some bad dudes,” but he 
has not yet sent a new detainee to 
the facility. 

The order, which Trump signed 
Tuesday night just before deliver¬ 
ing his first State of the Union ad¬ 
dress, says the U.S. maintains the 
option to detain additional enemy 
combatants at the detention cen¬ 
ter in Cuba when lawful and nec¬ 
essary to protect U.S. national 
security. It requires the defense 
secretary to recommend criteria 
for determining the fate of indi¬ 
viduals captured by the U.S. in 
armed conflict, including send¬ 
ing them to Guantanamo. 

“Terrorists who do things like 
place bombs in civilian hospitals 
are evil,” Trump said. “When 
possible, we have no choice but 


to annihilate them. When neces¬ 
sary, we must be able to detain 
and question them. But we must 
be clear: Terrorists are not mere¬ 
ly criminals. They are unlawful 
enemy combatants. 

“In the past, we have foolishly 
released 


Terrorists 
are not 
merely 
criminals. 
They are 
unlawful 
enemy 


hundreds 
and hun¬ 
dreds 
of dan¬ 
gerous 
terror¬ 
ists only 
to meet 
them 


combatants.' tiefieid, 

President Donald including 
Trump the ISIS 

leader, 

al-Bagh- 

dadi, who we captured, who we 
had, who we released,” he said, 
referring to Islamic State leader 
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. 

The office of the Director of 
National Intelligence said in its 
most recent report on the sub¬ 
ject that about 17 percent of the 
728 detainees who have been 
released from Guantanamo are 


“confirmed” and 12 percent are 
“suspected” of re-engaging in 
militant activities. 

But the vast majority of those 
re-engagements occurred with 
former prisoners who did not go 
through the security review that 
was set up under President Barack 
Obama. Trump’s order says that 
review process would continue to 
be used to determine whether de¬ 
tainees should be held. 

Practically, not much is ex¬ 
pected to change with Trump’s 
new order, said Lee Wolosky, who 
was Obama’s special envoy at 
the State Department for closing 
Guantanamo. 

“But as a symbolic matter, it 
changes a great deal because the 
two presidents before him were 
trying to close Guantanamo be¬ 
cause they recognized that it was 
a detriment to our national secu¬ 
rity,” he said. 

“Symbolically, it reaffirms his 
interest in perpetrating a sym¬ 
bol that has greatly damaged the 
United States.” 

European allies, Muslim leaders 
and other critics have been vehe¬ 
mently opposed to how detainees 
have been held at Guantanamo for 
decades without charge. 


Ex-Navy officer 
pleads guilty in 
fraud scandal 


By Matthew M. Burke 

Stars and Stripes 

Another Navy officer has fallen 
under the specter of the ever¬ 
growing “Fat Leonard” fraud and 
corruption scandal. 

Former Cmdr. Troy Amund¬ 
son, 50, of Ramsey, Minn., plead¬ 
ed guilty Tuesday in District 
Court in San Diego to one federal 
charge of conspiracy to commit 
bribery for trading “confidential, 
proprietary U.S. Navy informa¬ 
tion” for entertainment expenses 
and prostitutes, according to a 
statement from the U.S. Attor¬ 
ney for the Southern District of 
California. 

Amundson is the 20th of 29 
defendants to plead guilty in the 
scandal and faces up to five years 
in prison and a $250,000 fine. 

The charges stem from a dec- 
adelong conspiracy in which for¬ 
eign defense contractor Leonard 
Glenn “Fat Leonard” Francis, of 
the Singapore-based Glenn De¬ 
fense Marine Asia, traded bribes 
and gifts — from cash to Spanish 
suckling pigs and luxury travel 
— to a slew of top Navy officers 
across the Pacific in exchange for 
information on ship movements 
and contracts, resulting in tens of 
millions of dollars in fraudulent 
overbilling. 

Francis pleaded guilty in 2015 
to bribery and fraud charges. 

“Amundson deliberately, me¬ 
thodically, and repeatedly traded 
his public office for entertainment 
expenses and the services of pros¬ 
titutes, and in so doing, aligned 
himself with a foreign defense 
contractor over his Navy, his col¬ 
leagues and his country,” U.S. At¬ 
torney Adam Braverman said in 
the statement. “We are pressing 
forward in this investigation until 
we are certain that all involved 
have been held accountable.” 

Amundson was in a unique po¬ 
sition to aid Francis and GDMA 
as the officer in charge of the 


Amundson 


Navy’s joint military exercises in 
the region from May 2005 to May 
2013, the statement said. He was 
responsible for maintaining rela¬ 
tionships with foreign navies. 

As part of his plea, Amundson 
admitted that from September 
2012 through October 2013 Fran¬ 
cis paid for meals, drinks, trans¬ 
portation, other entertainment 

-— expenses 

and pros- 
for 

u son and 
W other Navy 
officers. 

* At one 
■ point, 
Amund- 
son wrote 
to Francis 
from a pri¬ 
vate email account: “Handoff? 
... [M]y [friend], your program 
is awesome. I am a small dog just 
trying to get a bone ... however 
I am very happy with my small 
program. I still need five minutes 
to pass some data when we can 
meet up. Cannot print.” 

Amundson admitted that later 
that night, Francis provided the 
services of several prostitutes 
from Mongolia. 

Amundson was interviewed by 
investigators in October 2013, the 
statement said. He later admitted 
to deleting all of his private email 
account correspondence with 
Francis after his interview with 
law enforcement officials. 

Prosecutors accused Amund¬ 
son of “taking official acts for the 
benefit of GDMA and violating 
his official duties to the [Navy],” 
the statement said. 

The investigation was led by 
the Naval Criminal Investigative 
Service, the Defense Criminal 
Investigative Service and the De¬ 
fense Contract Audit Agency. 

Sentencing is scheduled for 
April 27 in San Diego. 

burke.matt@stripes.com 


2nd ID has pre-Olympics drill in S. Korea 


By Marcus Fichtl 

Stars and Stripes 

OSAN AIR BASE, South Korea — The 
2nd Infantry Division is holding one last 
exercise on the Korean Peninsula ahead 
of the Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang. 

This iteration of Warrior Strike is a 
scaled-down version of the quarterly ex¬ 
ercise that involves four days of training 
alongside South Korean troops and aims 
to validate the combat effectiveness of a 
battalion of Texas-based 1st Cavalry Di¬ 
vision soldiers who are near the end of a 
nine-month rotation to South Korea. 


The exercise wraps up Thursday. 

Warrior Strike is a lot smaller than 
the peninsulawide Foal Eagle and Key 
Resolve drills that the United States 
agreed to postpone until the Olympics 
and Paralympics end on March 18. The 
games kick off on Feb. 9. 

North Korea claims the drills are pre¬ 
text for a U.S.-South Korean invasion of 
the North. U.S. and South Korean mili¬ 
tary officials insist the war games, which 
involve tens of thousands of troops, are 
defensive in nature and necessary to 
maintain a constant state of readiness. 

Past Warrior Strike drills have in¬ 


volved air assaults from South Ko¬ 
rean naval vessels, infiltration of 
underground tunnels and the clearing of 
mock villages. 

It usually ends with troops simulating 
an attack on a North Korean chemical 
weapons site, though the division did not 
provide details about this iteration. 

7th Air Force officials did not immedi¬ 
ately respond to questions about wheth¬ 
er its aircraft would be involved in any 
exercises ahead of the games. 

fichtl.marcus@stripes.com 
Twitter: @marcusfichtl 



Patrick EAKiN/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Sgt. Daviel Sellers, of 1st Battalion, 9th Cavalry 
Regiment, 2nd Armored Brigade Combat Team, 
1st Cavalry Division, scans for rooftop snipers 
before entering a building during a Warrior 
Strike drill. 
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Japan to verify US aircraft safety on Okinawa 



Andy MARTiNEz/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


An AH-1Z Viper soars over Okinawa in September. Japanese inspectors are scheduled 
to check the safety of U.S. aircraft after recent incidents have drawn criticism. 


By Matthew M. Burke 

AND HANA KUSUMOTO 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — The Japa¬ 
nese government will send inspectors to 
Marine Corps bases on Okinawa to verify 
the safety of U.S. aircraft after several re¬ 
cent incidents drew pointed criticism from 
lawmakers across the country. 

The idea was floated Tuesday by Japa¬ 
nese Defense Minister Itsunori Onodera 
and confirmed Wednesday evening by U.S. 
Forces Japan. 

Called an “information exchange” by 
U.S. Forces Japan officials, the plan in¬ 
volves dispatching Japan Ground Self- 
Defense Force aircraft maintenance 
specialists to Marine Corps Air Sta¬ 
tion Futenma on Thursday to be briefed 
about recent aircraft malfunctions in 
AH-1Z Viper and UH-1Y Venom helicop¬ 
ters. After verifying that any issues have 
been rectified, they will report back to 
Onodera’s office, which will then decide 
if the Marines’ explanations make sense 
from a technical standpoint. 

Both aircraft experienced emergency 
landings on Okinawa in January. 

“The U.S. suspended, checked and main¬ 
tained AH-lZs, then resumed operation, 
so we will receive reports from the U.S. 
to see whether it was appropriate or not,” 
Onodera told reporters on Tuesday. “Self- 
Defense Forces operate the same type of 
helicopters, so we would like to send spe¬ 
cialists who have knowledge on mainte¬ 
nance and such.” 


USFJ officials said in a statement issued 
Wednesday evening that they believed 
their Japanese counterparts would walk 
away with confidence in the safety and 
maintenance of the aircraft. 

“USFJ is confident in the safety and reli¬ 
ability of all US aircraft operating in Japan 
and the efforts of our aircrews and mainte¬ 
nance personnel to conduct safe flying op¬ 
erations,” the statement said. “We believe 


that the information exchange on Thursday 
will provide our alliance partners with the 
necessary technical information, confirm 
the thoroughness of the U.S. military’s 
maintenance procedures, and reassure the 
Japanese people of our robust commitment 
to flight safety.” 

The inspections come on the heels of the 
latest emergency landing involving a Viper 
on Jan. 23. A Viper also made an emer¬ 


gency landing on Jan. 8, two days after a 
Venom’s emergency landing on Jan. 6. 

On Dec. 13, a CH-53E Super Stallion’s 
window inexplicably became separated 
from the aircraft and landed on an elemen¬ 
tary school sports field, slightly injuring a 
child. There were also significant mishaps 
involving Okinawa-based U.S. military 
aircraft in October and August. 

The Viper emergency landings were 
caused by malfunctioning sensors in the 
tail rotor’s gear box, Onodera said, citing 
his conversations with Marine officials. 
When the oil in the gear box is low, a sen¬ 
sor alerts the crew. 

In those cases, the sensor malfunctioned, 
Onodera said. The sensors have since been 
changed and safety checks conducted. 

The Marine Corps’ fleet of Vipers went 
through additional checkups and refrained 
from flying until the process was com¬ 
pleted. Helicopter maintenance units also 
received “surprise” safety inspections. 

“The Ministry of Defense will promptly 
confirm and verify the state of inspections 
and maintenance conducted by the U.S. 
side utilizing the Self-Defense Forces’ pro¬ 
fessional and technical knowledge,” On¬ 
odera said. “In any case, the safety of U.S. 
military flights is the major premise [for 
their deployment] and we will continue to 
strongly urge the U.S. side to take funda¬ 
mental measures to prevent it from hap¬ 
pening again.” 

burke.matt@stripes.com 

kusumoto.hana@stripes.com 
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Missteps on N. Korea harmful, senators told 


By Claudia Grisales 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A lack of a 
unified strategy with U.S. allies. 
Depleted ranks at the State De¬ 
partment. No U.S. ambassador to 
South Korea. A diminished U.S. 
role in Pacific trade. 

These are a handful of the lia¬ 
bilities helping raise tensions be¬ 
tween the United States and North 
Korea and incite the potential for 
war, an expert panel warned a 
Senate committee Tuesday. 

Under President Donald 
Trump, the United States has re¬ 
duced its influence in Southeast 
Asia as North Korea escalates its 
nuclear weapons program, they 
testified during a Senate Armed 
Services Committee hearing. 

“Unfortunately, there are a lot 
of doubts both on the North Ko¬ 
rean side, but also amongst our 
allies, about what our long-term 
play is,” said Kelly Magsamen, 
vice president of national secu¬ 
rity and international policy for 
the Center for American Prog¬ 
ress, a Washington progressive 
policy research group. “There is 
a significant amount of question¬ 
ing going on about our ability to 
follow through on diplomacy and 
the potential for war.” 

The testimony is the latest so¬ 
bering look at the possibility of a 


widespread, violent confrontation 
with North Korea and could influ¬ 
ence the development of the next 
National Defense Authorization 
Act. Last week, former Secretar¬ 
ies of State Henry Kissinger and 
George Shultz told the same com¬ 
mittee that North Korea is the 
most imminent threat facing the 
United States today. Soon, North 
Korea will have the capacity to 
attack any U.S. city with devas¬ 
tating effects, Sen. Jim Inhofe, 
R-Okla., reminded members in 
prepared remarks Tuesday. 

“In view of this stark reality, this 
committee must confront difficult 
questions about the U.S. policy and 
strategy for achieving our stated 
objectives of defending our home¬ 
land, protecting our allies and 
denuclearizing the Korean Penin¬ 
sula,” said Inhofe, the acting com¬ 
mittee chairman in the absence of 
Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., who is 
battling brain cancer. 

One year ago, Trump with¬ 
drew the United States from the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership trade 
agreement, a setback for U.S. 
relations in Southeast Asia, tes¬ 
tified Michael Green, a White 
House national security aide dur¬ 
ing President George W. Bush’s 
administration. Trump has also 
ushered in a new era of challeng¬ 
es for diplomacy and the State 
Department, he added. 


“We’ve lost ground,” said 
Green, who is now a senior advis¬ 
er for the Washington think tank 
Center for Strategic and Interna¬ 
tional Studies. “If you don’t have 
a confirmed assistant secretary 
(of state), if you don’t have a clear 
strategy for your diplomats, if you 
don’t have a trade strategy, they 
have nothing to work with. And 
you can just feel it in the region 
that we’ve lost (ground) in that 
critical part of Asia.” 

It’s not enough that Trump 
spent 12 days in Asia last year and 
Defense Secretary Jim Mattis has 
made more trips there in his first 
year than any of his predeces¬ 
sors, Green said. Rather, it’s up to 
the State Department to maintain 
critical relationships with the 
10-country organization known 
as the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations, or ASEAN. 

“Our diplomats are not em¬ 
powered,” Green said. “The 
maintenance of our relationship 
with the 10 members of ASEAN 
— Thailand, Malaysia and so 
forth — that’s done by the State 
Department. It’s not done by the 
White House.” 

Retired Navy Adm. Dennis 
Blair, chairman at the Sasakawa 
Peace Foundation, said a series of 
misconceptions have dominated 
the North Korea picture. He ar¬ 
gued U.S. nuclear deterrence and 


overall policy have been effective 
and North Korea might still give 
up its nuclear weapons. The U.S. 
also has many policy choices other 
than attacking North Korea, Blair 
said. That includes stiffer sanc¬ 
tions and a boost in U.S. alliances 
with Japan and South Korea. 

“The worst mistake we could 
make is to come out of this dance 
without the girl who brung us,” 
he said, referring to Japan and 
South Korea. “Over the long 
term, we want to come out of this 
with stronger alliances.” 

In addition, the U.S. needs 
an ambassador to South Korea 
and posts at State must be filled, 
Magsamen and Green said. 

“The most important thing 
for our alliance relationships is 
steadiness and clarity, and that is 
where, unfortunately, the admin¬ 
istration has suffered from some 
strategic incoherence,” Magsa¬ 
men said. 

Another route to consider, 
Magsamen emphasized, is the 
appointment of a special White 
House representative to head up 
North Korea talks. Magsamen 
also said the U.S. must push back 
on North Korean or Chinese ef¬ 
forts to split our alliances, which 
has happened in the past year. 

“If the United States is serious 
about diplomacy withNorth Korea 
... we need some sort of a senior 


envoy from the White House with 
the credibility and backing of the 
president who is able to engage on 
a full-time basis,” she said. Don’t 
give “North Korea and China op¬ 
tions to split us from our allies. 
I think we’ve done that a couple 
times over the last year and that 
deeply wounds us and wounds 
our strategy.” 

Sen. Martin Heinrich, D-N.M., 
said it was clear from the testimo¬ 
ny the U.S. has much work to do 
in Asia to head off an attack. 

“There is an enormous differ¬ 
ence in relative risk regarding es¬ 
calation between something that 
would be retaliation for bad North 
Korean behavior versus some¬ 
thing that would be pre-emptive,” 
he said. “Our first priority in get¬ 
ting this right, especially for the 
long term, should be having a uni¬ 
fied strategy with our allies in the 
region.” 

Green said he remains optimis¬ 
tic the U.S. diplomacy losses can 
be reversed, and points to other 
positive developments. For exam¬ 
ple, the U.S. has revived the so- 
called Quadrilateral Initiative in 
talks with Japan, India and Aus¬ 
tralia on security cooperation. 

“We can recover and the bigger 
maritime powers are with us,” he 
said. 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 
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Trump calls for 
optimism in first 
State of the Union 


By Julie Pace 
and Zeke Miller 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Addressing 
a deeply divided nation, President 
Donald Trump summoned the 
country to a “new American mo¬ 
ment” of unity in his first State of 
the Union, challenging Congress 
to make good on long-standing 
promises to fix a fractured im¬ 
migration system and warning 
darkly of evil forces seeking to 
undermine America’s way of life. 

Trump’s address Tuesday 
night blended self-congratula¬ 
tion and calls for optimism amid 
a growing economy with ominous 
warnings about deadly gangs, 
the scourge of drugs and violent 
immigrants living in the United 
States illegally. 

He cast the debate over immi¬ 
gration — an issue that has long 
animated his most ardent sup¬ 
porters — as a battle between he¬ 
roes and villains, leaning heavily 
on the personal stories of White 
House guests in the crowd. He 
praised a law enforcement agent 
who arrested more than 100 gang 
members, and he recognized 
the families of two alleged gang 
victims. 

He also spoke forebodingly 
of catastrophic dangers from 
abroad, warning that North Korea 
would “very soon” threaten the 
United States with nuclear-tipped 
missiles. 

“The United States is a com¬ 
passionate nation. We are proud 
that we do more than any other 
country to help the needy, the 
struggling and the underprivi¬ 
leged all over the world,” Trump 
said. “But as president of the 
United States, my highest loyalty, 
my greatest compassion, and my 
constant concern is for America’s 
children, America’s struggling 
workers and America’s forgotten 
communities.” 

Trump addressed the nation 
with tensions running high on 
Capitol Hill. 

An impasse over immigration 
prompted a three-day govern¬ 
ment shutdown earlier this year, 
and lawmakers appear no closer 
to resolving the status of the 
“Dreamers” — young people liv¬ 
ing in the U.S. illegally — ahead 
of a new Feb. 8 deadline for 
funding operations. The parties 
have also clashed this week over 
the plans of Republicans on the 
House intelligence committee to 
release a classified memo on the 
Russia investigation involving 
Trump’s presidential campaign 
— a decision the White House 
backs but the Justice Department 
is fighting. 

The controversies that have 
dogged Trump — and the ones he 
has created—have overshadowed 


strong economic gains during his 
first year in office. His approval 
ratings have hovered in the 30s 
for much of his presidency, and 
just 3 in 10 Americans said the 
United States was heading in 
the right direction, according to 
a poll by The Associated Press- 
NORC Center for Public Affairs 
Research. 

In the same survey, 67 percent 
of Americans said the country 
was more divided because of 
Trump. 

Tackling the sensitive immi¬ 
gration debate that has roiled 
Washington, Trump redoubled 
his recent pledge to offer a path to 
citizenship for 1.8 million young 
immigrants — but only as part of 
a package that would also require 
increased funding for border se¬ 
curity, including a wall along the 
U.S.-Mexico border, ending the 
nation’s visa lottery method and 
revamping the current legal im¬ 
migration system. 

Some Republicans are wary of 
the hardline elements of Trump’s 
plan and it’s unclear whether his 
blueprint could pass Congress. 

In a post-speech rebuttal, Mas¬ 
sachusetts Rep. Joe Kennedy, the 
grandson of Robert F. Kennedy, 
was seeking to undercut Trump’s 
optimistic tone and remind voters 
of the personal insults and attacks 
often leveled by the president. 

“Bullies may land a punch,” 
Kennedy said. “They might leave 
a mark. But they have never, not 
once, in the history of our United 
States, managed to match the 
strength and spirit of a people 
united in defense of their future.” 

The arc of Trump’s 80-min¬ 
ute speech featured the personal 
stories of men and women who 
joined first lady Melania Trump 
in the audience. The guests in¬ 
cluded a New Mexico policeman 
and his wife who adopted a baby 
from parents who suffered from 
opioid addiction, and Ji Seong-ho, 
a defector from North Korea and 
outspoken critic of the Kim Jong- 
un government. 

Trump’s biggest foreign policy 
announcement of the night con¬ 
cerned the Guantanamo Bay 
detention center, which former 
President Barack Obama tried 
but failed to close. Reversing 
Obama’s policy, Trump said he’d 
signed an executive order Tues¬ 
day directing the Pentagon to 
keep the prison open while re-ex¬ 
amining the military’s policy on 
detention. 

Trump said he was also asking 
Congress to ensure the U.S. had 
needed powers to detain Islamic 
State members and other “ter¬ 
rorists wherever we chase them 
down,” though it was unclear 
whether he was referring to a 
new war powers authorization or 
some other mechanism. 



Win McNamee, Pool/AP 


From left, Chief of Naval Operations Adm. John Richardson, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. 
Joseph Dunford, Chief of Staff of the Army Gen. Mark Milley and Commandant of the Marine Corps Gen. 
Robert Neller listen as President Donald Trump delivers his first State of the Union address Tuesday. 


Tough: President urges funding for military, 
targets North Korea’s human rights abuses 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“North Korea’s reckless pursuit of nuclear mis¬ 
siles could very soon threaten our homeland. We are 
waging a campaign of maximum pressure to pre¬ 
vent that from ever happening,” Trump said Tues¬ 
day evening. 

“Past experience has taught us that complacency 
and concessions only invite aggression and provoca¬ 
tion,” he added. “I will not repeat the mistakes of 
past administrations that got us into this very dan¬ 
gerous position.” 

Trump then hailed the parents of Otto Warmbier, 
a university student who died of injuries suffered 
while in North Korean custody, and a North Korean 
defector he said had been tortured by the regime 
— all of whom were seated near the first lady in the 
visitor’s gallery of the House of Representatives. 

“We need only look at the depraved character of 
the North Korean regime to understand the nuclear 
threat it could pose,” Trump said. 

Bolstering defense 

That followed a focus on the need to bolster Amer¬ 
ica’s defense as Trump called for lawmakers to “end 
the dangerous defense sequester and fully fund our 
great military.” Trump campaigned on a promise to 
lift spending caps on the Defense Department. He 
also vowed to rebuild the country’s nuclear arsenal. 

“Around the world we face rogue regimes, ter¬ 
rorist groups and rivals like China and Russia that 
challenge our interests, our economy and our val¬ 
ues,” he said. “In confronting these dangers we 
know that weakness is the surest path to conflict 
and unmatched power is the surest means of our 
defense.” 

The speech, which marked the end of Trump’s 
first year in office, came as North and South Korea 
are engaging in a diplomatic thaw after months of 
crisis over the North’s nuclear weapons program. 
Pyongyang has demonstrated strong progress to¬ 
ward its goal of developing a nuclear weapon that 
could reach the U.S. mainland despite strengthened 
economic sanctions and diplomatic pressure against 
it. 

The North agreed to participate in the Feb. 9-25 
Olympics in the South Korean resort town of Py- 
eongchang after the first talks between the longtime 
enemies in more than two years. 

Washington welcomed the moves but vowed to 
maintain its policy of isolating the regime. 

Trump has consistently maintained that military 
action is on the table if diplomacy fails to rid the 
North of its nuclear weapons. He also has traded 
personal insults and threats with Pyongyang, warn¬ 
ing he would unleash “fire and fury” and “totally 
destroy North Korea” if needed to defend the United 
States and its allies. 

Duyeon Kim, a senior visiting fellow at the Seoul- 
based Korean Peninsula Future Forum, pointed to 


the president’s stress on strength and nuclear mod¬ 
ernization in Tuesday’s speech. 

“He was definitely being restrained,” she said. 
“The real message seems to be implied. It almost 
sounds like he’s laying the ground work to justify a 
potential future military action against North Korea 
if he feels he needs to use it.” 

Kim Hyun-wook, an associate professor at the 
Korea National Diplomatic Academy, said Trump 
was probably trying to avoid upsetting the frag¬ 
ile detente between the two Koreas as all sides 
have pledged to make sure the Winter Games are 
peaceful. 

“Still, he made it clear the North Korean threat is 
very urgent and also the U.S. policy is continuing,” 
Kim said. “The fact that he was very much toned 
down in the State of the Union doesn’t mean that he 
is against military action in North Korea. The issue 
is what’s going to happen after the Olympics are 
done.” 

'Powerful witnesses' 

North Korea, which is ruled by a third-generation 
leader who activists say has intensified repressive 
measures to solidify his hold on power, is considered 
one of the world’s worst human rights abusers, with 
more than 100,000 people believed to be enduring 
brutal treatment in political prison camps. 

Trump cast a spotlight on the issue by telling the 
stories of the North Korean defector Ji Seong-ho, 
and Fred and Cindy Warmbier. 

Trump called Ji a “witness to the ominous nature” 
of the North Korean regime, saying he was a starv¬ 
ing boy who was injured by a train after collapsing 
in exhaustion on the tracks, then later was tortured 
by North Korean authorities. He eventually escaped 
to the South. 

“Seong-ho traveled thousands of miles on crutch¬ 
es all across China and Southeast Asia to freedom,” 
Trump said. “Most of his family followed. His fa¬ 
ther was caught trying to escape and was tortured 
to death.” 

Ji responded by hoisting his wooden crutches into 
the air as he received a standing ovation. 

More than 30,000 North Koreans have defected 
to the South, which automatically grants them citi¬ 
zenship, but they usually have to transit via other 
countries since the peninsula is divided by a heavily 
fortified border area. 

Otto Warmbier, a University of Virginia student, 
was arrested in January 2016 during a tour in 
Pyongyang after he was accused of stealing a pro¬ 
paganda poster. 

The Warmbiers were briefly reunited with their 
22-year-old son in June after he was medically evac¬ 
uated from the North in an unconscious state. He 
died days later at a hospital in Ohio. 

gamel.kim@stri pes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
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Arlington Cemetery panel 
mulling possible changes 



Photos by Joe GROMELSKi/Stars and Stripes 


The former site of the Navy Annex may be part of the plan for 
Arlington National Cemetery’s future expansion. Next to the site is 


Committee discusses 
expansion, new 
eligibility standards 

By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

ARLINGTON, Va. — Arlington 
National Cemetery — a place long 
viewed as a shrine to America’s 
fallen heroes — is nearing the 
end of its lifespan, but a group of 
people with a lead role in decid¬ 
ing its future got one step closer 
Tuesday to reviving it. 

Situated in a conference room 
on the top floor of a hotel over¬ 
looking the Pentagon and parts 
of Arlington National Cemetery, 
members of the cemetery adviso¬ 
ry committee discussed options 
to keep it viable — including an 
expansion into fresh territory and 
changing eligibility standards for 
burial there. 

During the next nine months 
to one year, the committee will 
be forced to make problematic 
decisions. All the options to cre¬ 
ate more space are teemed with 
logistical challenges, and com¬ 
mittee members are anticipating 
emotional and possibly visceral 
responses to new rules that would 
keep some veterans from inter¬ 
ment in the country’s most hal¬ 
lowed ground. 

“None of these options are 
easy,” said retired Lt. Gen. James 
Peake, the committee chairman. 

The cemetery is set to finish 
a 27-acre expansion this spring. 
Cemetery strategic planner Maj. 
Shannon Way said plans for the 
expansion, titled the Millennium 
Project, started when Bill Clinton 
was president — potentially be¬ 
fore the birth of some of the ser- 
vicemembers who will be buried 
there. 

The project brings the ceme¬ 
tery to slightly more than 100,000 
available burial sites. Even with 
the expansion, the cemetery is 
estimated to reach capacity in 23 
years. 

“The question is, who should be 
eligible for those 100,000?” said 
retired Lt. Col. Renea Yates, the 
cemetery’s deputy superinten¬ 
dent for administration. 

Under current rules, most vet¬ 
erans and military retirees are 
eligible for either above- or below¬ 
ground burial in Arlington. 

“The demand for burials of 
these veteran populations are 
simply too high for [Arlington 
National Cemetery] to handle and 
stay open for future generations,” 
Way said. 

The 10-member Advisory 
Committee on Arlington National 
Cemetery comprises mostly re¬ 
tired military, including Medal 
of Honor recipient Capt. Thomas 
Kelley, as well as former Con¬ 
gressman Chet Edwards and 
Ryan Manion, the sister of 1st Lt. 
Travis Manion, killed in action in 


the U.S. Air Force Memorial. 

2007. Karen Durham-Aguilera, 
the executive director of Ar¬ 
lington National Cemetery, will 
take the committee’s advice and 
make recommendations later this 
year to Secretary of the Army 
Mark Esper about the cemetery’s 
future. 

Before lending their advice, 
committee members are gather¬ 
ing input from as many people as 
possible. On Tuesday morning, 
they were joined by veterans and 
military organizations and House 
and Senate staff. Their purpose 
was to review a survey of 28,260 
people about how or whether, Ar¬ 
lington National Cemetery should 
expand. 

The survey was available from 
July through November to anyone 
who wanted to participate, and it 
was mostly answered by veter¬ 
ans, servicemembers or their 
family members. Of those who 
responded, 93 percent wanted 
Arlington to remain open into the 
2100s. About 40 percent thought 
the Army should expand the pe¬ 
rimeters of the cemetery and re¬ 
strict eligibility for burial. 

Most people said the cemetery 
should at least remain open to 
Medal of Honor recipients and 
servicemembers killed in action. 
If there are new eligibility rules, 
people surveyed thought politi¬ 
cians, honorably discharged vet¬ 
erans and military retirees should 
be the first groups restricted. 

The committee will conduct 
another, more detailed public sur¬ 
vey in the spring. It will ask about 
specific expansion options, which 
Tuesday included taking parts of 
Pentagon parking lots for burial 


sites or adding spaces closer to 
the U.S. Marine Corps War Me¬ 
morial. Another option discussed 
Tuesday was to annex the Hen¬ 
derson Hall portion of Joint Base 
Myer, potentially eliminating a 
military health clinic, commis¬ 
sary, chapel, child care facility 
and other buildings. 

The cemetery is in the process 
of negotiating construction costs 
for a 37-acre project titled the 
Southern Expansion. Most re¬ 
cent estimates peg the project at 
a cost of approximately $274 mil¬ 
lion, with an opening sometime 
between 2025 and 2027. However, 
working with Arlington County 
on the expansion is taking longer 
than expected, Peake said. 

But expanding into new terri¬ 
tory won’t be enough to keep Ar¬ 
lington an active cemetery, Way 
said. It’s expensive, and each new 
acre keeps the cemetery viable 
for only three more months. 

“What we need to know is, what 
do veterans and military retir¬ 
ees and American citizens think 
about changing eligibility stan¬ 
dards?” said Edwards, a former 
Democratic congressman from 
Texas. 

Eligibility changes are likely 
to be the focus of the next survey, 
which will go online in March 
or April. The committee will 
meet again in June to go over the 
results. 

“It will help shape the view 
of what we’re trying to consider 
here for the future of this iconic 
national cemetery,” Peake said. 

wentling. nikki@stripes. com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 



Former Secretary of Veterans Affairs and retired Army Lt. Gen. 
James Peake, left, listens during a roundtable discussion hosted by 
the Honor Subcommittee of the Advisory Committee on Arlington 
National Cemetery. Next to him are, from left, Arlington’s deputy 
superintendent for cemetery administration, Renea Yates, Gene 
Castagnetti and Thomas Kelley. 
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Navy releases intercept video 



U.S. Navy video grab 


A Russian Su-27 fighter jet buzzes a U.S. Navy EP-3 Aries over the 
Black Sea on Monday. 


By Dan Lamothe 
The Washington Post 

The U.S. Navy on Monday de¬ 
cried an incident in which a Rus¬ 
sian Su-27 Flanker jet buzzed a 
much slower EP-3 Aries surveil¬ 
lance aircraft, calling the inci¬ 
dent unsafe and unprovoked. The 
Navy is not done drawing atten¬ 
tion to the hair-raising encounter 
just yet. 

On Wednesday, the service re¬ 
leased several new videos it said 
show the behavior of the Russian 
pilot. The incident took place in 
international airspace over the 
Black Sea, where both aircraft 
are permitted. 

“While not shown in the re¬ 
leased imagery, during the inter¬ 
cept, the Russian Su-27 executed 
a hard right-to-left turn from the 
U.S. EP-3’s right side with an 
excessive closure rate and came 


within five feet of the EP-3’s right 
wingtip,” the Navy said in a news 
release. “The Russian Su-27 then 
proceeded to enter the flight path 
of the U.S. Navy EP-3, crossing 
within 10 feet and executing a 
sharp dive below, which resulted 
in violent turbulence for the U.S. 
EP-3 and its crewmembers.” 

Navy Capt. Bill Ellis, who over¬ 
sees the U.S. aircraft involved, 
raised concerns in the same state¬ 
ment about the potential conse¬ 
quences of such a maneuver. 

“For the Russian fighter air¬ 
craft to fly this close to the U.S. 
Navy aircraft, especially for ex¬ 
tended periods of time, is unsafe,” 
Ellis said. “The smallest lapse of 
focus or error in airmanship by 
the intercepting aircrew can have 
disastrous consequences. There 
is no margin for error and insuf¬ 
ficient time or space for our air¬ 
crews to take corrective action.” 


The Navy released one clip of 
the encounter Tuesday, showing 
the Flanker cut across the EP-3’s 
flight path. The new videos show 
the Russian jet just off the EP-3’s 
wingtip, as the propeller of the 
Navy plane twirls in front of the 
camera. 

The U.S. military has occasion¬ 
ally released videos like those of 
the intercept Monday, but also 
sometimes declines to do so. 
The Pentagon has said most in¬ 
teractions between Russian and 
American warplanes go smooth¬ 
ly, including in a case last year in 
which a Russian jet came within 
20 feet of a Navy P-8 surveillance 
plane. 

“Every event is unique and any 
single variable does not define an 
event,” said Navy Capt. Pamela 
Kunze, a service spokesperson, 
at the time. “It is up to the com¬ 
mander of the vessel — whether 


ship or aircraft — to evaluate all 
of the variables and assess each 
interaction individually.” 

The latest incident has some 
parallels to a 2016 case in which 
two unarmed Russian Su-24 
Fencer attack jets buzzed a Navy 


destroyer, the USS Donald Cook, 
while it operated in international 
waters in the Baltic Sea. In that 
case, videos the Navy released 
showed the jets roaring by at high 
speed, seemingly no more than a 
few hundred yards away. 


Rant: Air Force has swift 
response to NCO’s video 


Review could lead 
to ban on personal 
phones at Pentagon 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The post was quickly followed 
by a response from the 99th Air 
Base Wing public affairs chief, 
Maj. Christina Sukach, who wrote 
the video was “inappropriate and 
unacceptable behavior in today’s 
society and especially for anyone 
in uniform. Leadership is aware 
and is taking appropriate action.” 

The video came with an alert: 
“WARNING: language in video 
and context is completely un¬ 
becoming of a United States 
Air Force Non-Commissioned 
Officer.” 

It also drew response from other 
airmen and NCOs on the forum 
arguing about the video. 

“Racism in the military is an 
epidemic,” one post read when 
someone else warned the media 
might get hold of these public 
comments. “Forget sweeping yet 
ANOTHER issue under the rug to 
save an image.” 

“We could literally just be sit¬ 
ting there minding our business 
and everyone around us will au¬ 
tomatically think that we have an 
attitude,” wrote another poster. 

“It’s not an issue of race,” added 
another. “You don’t know how to 
effectively interact, lead or build 
a positive relationship with your 
subordinates.” 


Associated Press 

NEWARK, N.J. — Federal 
prosecutors decided Wednesday 
not to retry Sen. Bob Menendez 
on corruption charges that ended 
in a hung jury last fall, lifting the 
legal cloud hanging over the New 
Jersey Democrat as he gears up 
for re-election this year to the 
closely divided Senate. 

The move brings to an end a 
more than five-year investigation 


In response to a post on the trou¬ 
ble facing Lovely, one post asked, 
“Why, for telling the truth?” 

“No,” responded another. “For 
being dumb enough to post it.” 

In later responses, some people 
wondered whether Lovely was 
being vilified for her profane lan¬ 
guage rather than the accuracy of 
her message, while others charged 
that bad leadership attitudes at the 
Air Force base were systemic. 

On Monday evening, Nellis Air 
Force Base issued a statement 
on its official Facebook page an¬ 
nouncing Lovely was “removed 
from her supervisory role while 
leadership continues to gather 
facts regarding this incident” and 
saying that it was an opportunity 
to “see if this is a broader issue 
on base” and to talk with airmen 
about good order and discipline 
and the Air Force core values. 

In a statement Tuesday, Maj. 
Gen. Peter E. Gersten, command¬ 
er of the Air Force Warfare Cen¬ 
ter at Nellis, wrote, “We are all 
responsible for what we say and 
do, whether in person or on social 
media. Additionally, we are also 
responsible for the environment 
we tolerate. Respect, dignity, com¬ 
mitment, loyalty and most impor¬ 
tantly, trust, is the life blood of our 
profession. 


that began with never-substanti¬ 
ated allegations about consorting 
with prostitutes and eventually 
resulted in a bribery indictment. 

Menendez, 64, was charged 
with trading his political influ¬ 
ence for gifts and campaign do¬ 
nations from wealthy Florida eye 
doctor Salomon Melgen, 63. Both 
denied the allegations, and their 
11-week trial ended in November 
with the jury deadlocked. 



Screengrab from Facebook video 


Tech. Sgt. Geraldine Lovely 

“These ideals are the differ¬ 
ence between winning and losing; 
both on and off the battlefield,” he 
added. 

Gersten said no disparagement 
of anyone because of race, reli¬ 
gion, gender or sexual orientation 
will be tolerated. 

It was unclear Tuesday what 
actions will be taken and whether 
Lovely will face further disciplin¬ 
ary actions. Lovely responded to 
an email from Stars and Stripes 
on Monday saying she would like 
to give her side of the story but 
wanted to speak with her leader¬ 
ship first. 

cahn.dianna@stripes.com 
Twitter: @DiannaCahn 


“From the very beginning, I 
never wavered in my innocence 
and my belief that justice would 
prevail,” Menendez said in a 
statement. 

Prosecutors abandoned the 
case after a judge last week threw 
out the bribery charges related 
to Melgen’s campaign donations. 
Eleven charges remained before 
Wednesday’s decision, including 
bribery, fraud and conspiracy. 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — An ongo¬ 
ing review of policies governing 
the use of personal electronics at 
military sites around the world 
could lead to a ban on the use of 
nongovernment cellular phones 
at the Pentagon, according to de¬ 
fense officials. 

Defense Secretary Jim Mattis 
ordered the review to determine 
the implications personal elec¬ 
tronic devices — ranging from 
small fitness trackers to smart¬ 
phones and tablets — could have 
on the Defense Department’s se¬ 
curity, according to officials who 
requested anonymity because 
they were not authorized to dis¬ 
cuss the matter. 

Mattis has expressed concerns 
about recent incidents in which 
Defense Department workers 
brought their personal phones 
into areas restricted due to the 
presence of classified material, 
one official said Wednesday. 

A Pentagon spokeswoman de¬ 
clined to confirm or deny that the 
ongoing review included consid¬ 
erations to ban personal phones 
inside the Pentagon — the De¬ 
fense Department’s headquarters 
in Arlington, Va., where nearly 
30,000 servicemembers, civilians 
and contractors work. 

“We take threats to security 
seriously and are always look¬ 
ing into any potential additional 
measures to further enhance the 
security of our of Department 
of Defense personnel,” Army 
Maj. Audricia Harris said in a 
statement. 

The White House banned its 
workers from carrying personal 


cellphones in the West Wing this 
month, citing security concerns. 
CNN reported those restrictions 
were the brainchild of White 
House Chief of Staff John Kelly, 
a retired four-star general who 
served alongside Mattis in the 
Marine Corps for decades. 

Mattis had already ordered 
the review of electronic devices 
before a GPS tracking company 
published an online map of fit¬ 
ness tracker data last weekend 
that appeared to reveal locations 
and activities of American troops 
in war zones, the officials said. A 
probe into troops’ use of wearable 
fitness trackers, such as Fitbits, 
will be rolled into the existing re¬ 
view, they said. 

Personal cellphones and other 
electronics are already banned in 
certain locations at military sites 
around the world, including all 
secure locations where classified 
information is handled. 

Military commanders, addi¬ 
tionally, have the ability to ban 
cellphones from other locations, 
officials said. 

The Pentagon includes dozens 
of secure rooms where person¬ 
nel are restricted from bringing 
in their cellphones, which also do 
not receive service throughout 
much of the building. 

One official said a thorough 
ban on personal cellular devices 
in the Pentagon would create lo¬ 
gistical challenges and prove dif¬ 
ficult to enforce. 

Those challenges would include 
the need to provide secure loca¬ 
tions for all employees and visi¬ 
tors to store their devices while 
inside the building. 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


Menendez won’t face retrial on corruption 
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Trump favors release of 
memo on Russia probe 



Randy Holmes, ABC/AP 


Adult film star Stormy Daniels laughs with host Jimmy Kimmel 
during an appearance on “Jimmy Kimmel Live!” on Tuesday. 

Porn star now denies 
affair with Trump 


By Jeff Horwitz 
and Jake Pearson 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Adult film star 
Stormy Daniels, in the midst of a 
publicity tour fueled by past alle¬ 
gations of a 2006 sexual relation¬ 
ship with a then-married Donald 
Trump, said in a statement on 
Tuesday the alleged affair never 
occurred. 

Keith Davidson, a lawyer for 
Daniels, whose real name is 
Stephanie Clifford, confirmed the 
statement was authentic but didn’t 
offer any further details. 

The statement came at a cu¬ 
rious time for Clifford, who ap¬ 
peared after the president’s State 
of the Union address on ABC’s 
“Jimmy Kimmel Live!” In recent 
weeks she has changed produc¬ 
tion companies, given a television 
interview and promoted strip club 
appearances with a risque play on 
Trump’s “Make America Great 
Again,” campaign slogan. 

Michael Cohen, Trump’s per¬ 
sonal lawyer, has denied there 
was any affair. 

On Kimmel’s show, Clifford 
ducked most of his questions 
about the alleged affair by ei¬ 
ther remaining silent or cracking 
jokes. She addressed, vaguely, the 
legitimacy of the new statement. 

Kimmel began by displaying 
a copy and comparing her signa¬ 
ture on it to other examples. They 


didn’t match, he said, asking if she 
had signed it. 

“I don’t know, did I?” she said. 
“That doesn’t look like my signa¬ 
ture, does it?” 

The ABC host asked if that was 
an admission that the statement 
was written and released with¬ 
out her approval, which drew a 
smile, coy look and a giggle from 
Clifford. 

The rest of the interview went 
on in the same vein, as Clifford 
skirted whether she had signed 
a nondisclosure agreement; if an 
In Touch magazine interview was 
accurate (“Not as it is written,” 
she replied); and if the magazine’s 
full transcript of her comments 
was accurate. 

Clifford’s allegation, first made 
in 2011 and then again a month 
before the election, went mostly 
unnoticed until the Wall Street 
Journal reported earlier this 
month that Cohen brokered a 
$130,000 payment to Clifford to 
keep her from publicly discuss¬ 
ing it. 

In her statement Tuesday, Clif¬ 
ford said she wasn’t denying the 
affair because she was paid “hush 
money,” but rather “because it 
never happened.” 

Neither Cohen nor Clifford has 
addressed whether she was paid 
$130,000, and if so why. 

A publicist didn’t respond to 
questions about the statement 
Tuesday. 


By Chad Day 
and Zeke Miller 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump was overheard 
Tuesday night telling a Republi¬ 
can lawmaker he is “100 percent” 
in favor of releasing a classified 
memo on the Russia investigation 
that has sparked a political fight 
pitting Republicans against the 
FBI and the Justice Department. 

“Oh yeah, don’t worry,” the 
president told South Carolina Rep. 
Jeff Duncan on the House floor 
after his first State of the Union 
address. “100 percent.” 

Duncan had implored Trump to 
“release the memo.” 

Television cameras captured 
the exchange as Trump was leav¬ 
ing the chamber. 

The White House had said be¬ 
fore the speech that it was still 
conducting a legal and national 
security review of the document, 
and press secretary Sarah Sand¬ 
ers told reporters earlier Tues¬ 
day that Trump still had not been 
briefed on its contents. 

The memo arrived at the White 
House on Monday evening after 
Republicans on the House intel¬ 
ligence committee brushed aside 
opposition from the Justice De¬ 
partment and voted to release it. 
Under committee rules, the presi¬ 
dent has five days to object to its 
release. 

The four-page memo was writ¬ 
ten by Republicans on the com¬ 
mittee, led by chairman Rep. 
Devin Nunes of California, a close 
Trump ally who has become a 
fierce critic of the FBI and the 
Justice Department. 

Republicans have said the 
memo reveals improper use of 
surveillance by the FBI and the 
Justice Department in the Rus¬ 
sia investigation. Democrats have 
called it a selectively edited group 
of GOP talking points that attempt 
to distract from the committee’s 
own investigation into Russian 
meddling. 


On Tuesday, House Speaker 
Paul Ryan said he supports the 
memo’s release but doesn’t want 
Republicans to use it to attack spe¬ 
cial counsel Robert Mueller, who 
is investigating Russian meddling 
in the 2016 election and whether 
Trump’s campaign was involved. 

“This is a completely sepa¬ 
rate matter from Bob Mueller’s 
investigation, and his investiga¬ 
tion should be allowed to take its 
course,” Ryan said, noting that 
he also supports Deputy Attor¬ 
ney General Rod Rosenstein, who 
oversees Mueller. 

Ryan said the memo shows 
“there may have been malfea¬ 
sance at the FBI by certain in¬ 
dividuals.” He did not provide 
additional details, only saying that 
“there are legitimate questions 
about whether an American’s 
civil liberties were violated by the 
FISA process,” a reference to the 
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance 
Act. 

It’s unclear how FBI malfea¬ 
sance could have solely resulted 
in a judge signing off on a FISA 
warrant. Applications for such 
warrants are submitted by Jus¬ 
tice Department lawyers before a 
judge of the Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Court. Those law¬ 
yers would have to authorize and 
ultimately prepare any filing that 
is made. 

The vote to release the memo 
is an unprecedented move by the 
committee, which typically goes 
out of its way to protect classified 
information in the interest of pro¬ 
tecting intelligence sources and 
methods. 

It also came after Rosenstein 
and FBI Director Christopher 
Wray warned White House chief 
of staff John Kelly that releas¬ 
ing the memo publicly could set 
a dangerous precedent, accord¬ 
ing to a person familiar with the 
conversation. 

Rosenstein and Wray voiced 
their concerns personally to Kelly 
during a meeting at the White 
House on Monday ahead of the 


vote by the House intelligence 
committee, said the person, who 
wasn’t authorized to speak public¬ 
ly on the matter and spoke on con¬ 
dition of anonymity. Rosenstein 
also told Kelly the memo didn’t 
accurately characterize the FBI’s 
investigative practices, the person 
said. 

The Washington Post first re¬ 
ported the details of the White 
House meeting. The FBI and the 
Justice Department declined 
comment. 

The Justice Department had 
said in a letter last week that it 
would be “extraordinarily reck¬ 
less” to release the memo without 
first giving the FBI and the de¬ 
partment the chance to review it. 

After those complaints, Wray 
reviewed the memo over the week¬ 
end. Rep. Trey Gowdy, R-S.C., who 
was with Wray when he reviewed 
the memo, said the FBI director 
did not raise any national security 
concerns with him. Gowdy said 
the memo doesn’t reveal any intel¬ 
ligence methods but it does reveal 
“one source.” 

But Rep. Adam Schiff, of Cali¬ 
fornia, the ranking Democrat on 
the committee, said Wray told him 
Monday that the review didn’t sat¬ 
isfy his concerns about the memo’s 
release. Wray wanted to brief the 
committee about FBI and Justice 
Department concerns ahead of 
any release, a request committee 
Republicans blocked, Schiff said. 

Some Republican senators have 
also said they don’t want to re¬ 
lease the memo, and Democrats 
have pushed back on Republican 
criticism of the FBI, saying it is an 
attempt to discredit Mueller’s in¬ 
vestigation. The probe has already 
resulted in charges against four of 
Trump’s former campaign advis¬ 
ers and has recently moved closer 
to Trump’s inner circle. 

In response, Democrats on the 
panel have put together their own 
memo. On Monday, the commit¬ 
tee voted to make the Democratic 
memo available to all House mem¬ 
bers — but not the public. 


Immigration issues, deficit concerns bog down budget talks 


By Andrew Taylor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A week after a stand¬ 
off forced a three-day government shut¬ 
down, congressional budget talks remain 
bogged down by Democrats’ demands to 
protect “Dreamer” immigrants and GOP 
conservatives’ concerns about a booming 
federal deficit. 

The deadlock is deflating hopes that law¬ 
makers will reach a breakthrough before 
another shutdown deadline next week. 

At risk are up to $80 billion in increases 
for the Pentagon this year alone, and nearly 
as much money for domestic programs. Al¬ 
most $100 billion worth of overdue assis¬ 
tance for hurricane-slammed Puerto Rico, 
Texas and Florida is being held up. 


The knot involves about $1.2 billion in 
agency operating budgets for the fiscal 
year that began in October, along with hur¬ 
ricane relief, President Donald Trump’s 
$18 billion-plus border wall and other odds 
and ends. 

The measure has been hung up for 
months as lawmakers in both parties 
struggle first with a deal to increase tight 
limits on spending that are left over from 
a failed 2011 budget agreement. It takes 
both Republicans and Democrats to lift the 
limits, called spending “caps” in Capitol- 
speak. But talks have proceeded slowly and 
are now awaiting agreement on legislation 
to address younger immigrants currently 
protected from deportation under the soon- 
to-expire Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals program, or DACA. 


But there are other problems afoot. Con¬ 
servatives say Republican and Democratic 
proposals on the table would balloon the def¬ 
icit, sending it over $1 trillion by next year. 

“That’s a nonstarter for conservatives,” 
said Rep. Mark Meadows, R-N.C., chairman 
of the hard-right House Freedom Caucus. 

The House on Tuesday instead passed — 
for the third time — a $659 billion Pentagon 
funding measure. The move was aimed at 
turning up the heat on Senate Democrats, 
several of whom face difficult re-election 
bids in states won by Trump. 

Republicans are trying to cast Demo¬ 
crats as holding money for U.S. troops hos¬ 
tage to obtain sympathetic treatment for 
immigrants facing deportation, as well as a 
variety of other Democratic priorities. 

The delays guarantee that lawmakers 


will need to pass yet another stopgap spend¬ 
ing bill — the fifth since September — next 
week to prevent another government shut¬ 
down Feb. 9. While Senate Democrats don’t 
appear to have any interest in sparking a 
second government shutdown by filibus¬ 
tering next week’s temporary funding bill, 
it appears House Republicans will have 
to again struggle to summon the unity to 
advance the legislation on the strength of 
their votes alone. 

In all of this languishes a House-passed 
$81 billion emergency aid bill for hurri¬ 
cane-hit states and territories. Democrats 
such as Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, 
of New York, say the bill needs billions 
more for Puerto Rico. 
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Helicopter crash 
into Calif, home 
kills 3, injures 2 



Allen J. Schaben, Los Angeles Times/AP 


Police investigate the scene where a helicopter crashed into a home in Newport Beach, Calif., on 
Tuesday, killing three people and two injuring two others. 


By Amy Taxin 
and Amanda Lee Myers 

Associated. Press 

NEWPORT BEACH, Calif. — 
Three people were killed and two 
injured when a helicopter crashed 
into a house in a suburban South¬ 
ern California neighborhood just 
a few minutes after taking off, of¬ 
ficials said. 

The helicopter crashed into the 
house with such force that it was 
barely recognizable. The crushed 
metal sat in a heap on the side of 
the house, its tail rotor sticking 
out of the roof of a nearby home 
and a 6-foot chunk landing in 
the street in front of yet another 
house. 

“All of a sudden the house just 
shook and I thought, ‘Oh my gosh, 
we’re having an earthquake,’” 
said Marian Michaels, who lives 
behind the home in a gated com¬ 
munity in Newport Beach where 
the helicopter crashed. 

Roger Johnson was doing some 
woodwork when he heard the 


chopping sound of a helicopter’s 
rotating blades and then a tre¬ 
mendous boom across the street. 

“I turned to look out of the ga¬ 
rage and that’s when I see this 
piece of metal flying through the 
air and hitting a bush and ga¬ 
rage door,” Johnson said. “Then I 
heard someone scream — a real 
for-real horror scream, like some¬ 
thing terrible had happened.” 

Johnson rushed to the wreckage 
and cautioned people to stop try¬ 
ing to pull out or move victims. 

Four people were aboard the 
Robinson R44 helicopter when it 
went down. All four were among 
those killed or injured, and one 
person who was on the ground 
but outside of the house was also 
injured, Newport Beach fire and 
police officials said. They did not 
say which was which or give any 
specifics about the injuries. 

Audrey Ellis, who lives next to 
the house where the crash hap¬ 
pened, was not home at the time 
but said her neighbors told her 
they were in the kitchen when 


the helicopter hit the bedroom of 
their house. 

“It’s so scary,” Ellis said, add¬ 
ing that her neighbors weren’t 
hurt. “I’m so thankful.” 

The aircraft had taken off from 
John Wayne Airport, said Ian 
Gregor, a spokesman with the 


Federal Aviation Administration. 

The airport is about a mile from 
the crash site. 

The FAA and the National 
Transportation Safety Board are 
investigating the crash. 

Messages seeking comment 
from Revolution Aviation, which 


is based at the airport and oper¬ 
ated the helicopter, were not im¬ 
mediately returned. 

The company offers helicopter 
and airplane classes and the use 
of aircraft for photography and 
video production as well as sight¬ 
seeing flights. 


Regulators in 2 states reviewing Wynn allegations 

By Steve LeBlanc 

Associated Press 


Baio denies he 
abused co-star 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Scott Baio adamantly 
denies a claim that he sexually abused an 
underage “Charles in Charge” co-star and 
said she seduced him when she was 18 and 
legally an adult. 

On Tuesday, Nicole Eggert, speaking on 
“Megyn Kelly Today,” 
said Baio first molest¬ 
ed her when she was 
14, and they had sex¬ 
ual intercourse when 
she was 17. The age 
of consent in Califor¬ 
nia is 18. Baio is more 
than 11 years older 
than Eggert. 

Baio said Wednes¬ 
day on ABC’s “Good 
Morning America” 
that “false allegations” against him have 
“got to stop” for the sake of his wife and 
10-year-old daughter. 

Baio said molestation would have been 
“absolutely impossible” on a set filled with 
teachers, relatives, crewmembers and 
producers. 

During a consensual encounter when 
she was of legal age, Eggert told him that 
she wanted him to “be her first” sexual 
partner, Baio said. 

Baio said they he remained friends after 
that encounter. He remembered Eggert as 
a “talented girl. We had a great time on the 
set.... Everybody got along.” 

However, he added that Eggert “makes 
up” things, and he’s “not the first person” 
to become a target. 


BOSTON — Massachusetts gambling 
regulators were to hold a special meeting 
Wednesday to discuss sexual misconduct 
allegations against casino magnate Steve 
Wynn, whose company is building a $2.4 
billion casino outside Boston. 

The Massachusetts Gaming Commis¬ 
sion were expected to receive an update 
on an investigation Wednesday, a day after 
Nevada’s Gaming Control Board said that 
it had opened an investigation into Wynn. 

Republican Massachusetts Gov. Char- 


LOS ANGELES — A lawyer for Harvey 
Weinstein on Tuesday called actress Rose 
McGowan’s claims of 
rape against the for¬ 
mer Hollywood pro¬ 
ducer “a bold lie.” 

Attorney Ben Braf- 
man wrote in a state¬ 
ment that McGowan is 
trying to smear Wein¬ 
stein to promote her 
new book “Brave.” 

McGowan de¬ 
tails her allegations 
against Weinstein in the memoir released 
Tuesday. 


lie Baker said if the 
allegations are true, 
Wynn would “fail to 
meet the suitability 
standard under the 
state gaming law.” 

The Wall Street 
Journal reported Fri¬ 
day that a number of 
women said they were 
harassed or assaulted 
Wynn by Wynn, and that one 

case led to a $7.5 mil¬ 
lion settlement. Wynn, 76, has denied the 
allegations. 

Under Massachusetts’ 2011 casino law, 


She said in the book that the producer 
forced himself on her during what began 
as a business meeting at the Sundance 
Film Festival in 1997. 

Scores of women have publicly accused 
Weinstein of sexual harassment or assault. 

Brafman’s statement said Weinstein and 
his attorneys “have refrained from public¬ 
ly criticizing any of the women who have 
made allegations of sexual assault against 
Mr. Weinstein despite a wealth of evidence 
that would demonstrate the patent falsity 
of these claims. 

“Watching the ‘performance’ by Rose 
McGowan as she looks to promote her new 
book however, has made it impossible to re¬ 
main quiet,” the statement said. 

Brafman said Weinstein denies Mc¬ 
Gowan’s claims. 


a license is considered a “revocable privi¬ 
lege,” and can be suspended or revoked if 
a licensee is found “unsuitable to operate a 
gaming establishment.” 

In Nevada, state gambling regulations 
provide grounds for disciplinary action if 
any activity from the licensed operator, its 
agents or employees is deemed “inimical 
to the public health, safety, morals, good 
order and general welfare” of Nevada resi¬ 
dents or discrediting of the state and its 
gambling industry. 

Regulators could potentially levy fines 
against the company, place conditions on 
its license or even revoke it. 


claims not true 

The attorney also cites correspondence 
from “two witnesses” to corroborate his 
client’s position — entertainment man¬ 
ager Jill Messick and Oscar winner Ben 
Affleck. 

The statement released through crisis 
management firm Sitrick & Co. also in¬ 
cluded several photos of McGowan looking 
cordial with Weinstein at an industry event 
in 2005. 

McGowan responded on Twitter late 
Tuesday by calling out Weinstein by name, 
which she had pointedly refrained from 
doing. 

“It is you (who) did this to us,” she 
wrote. 

A representative for Affleck did not 
immediately respond to a request for 
comment. 



Weinstein’s lawyer says McGowan’s 

By Sandy Cohen 

Associated Press 
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Hawaii emergency agency head, worker out 


By Audrey McAvoy 

Associated Press 

HONOLULU — Hawaii’s emer¬ 
gency management leader has re¬ 
signed, and a state employee who 
sent an alert falsely warning of 
an incoming ballistic missile has 
been fired, officials said Tuesday, 
weeks after the mistake caused 
widespread panic. 

Hawaii Emergency Manage¬ 
ment Agency Administrator Vern 
Miyagi stepped down Tuesday, 
state Adjutant General Maj. Gen. 
Joe Logan said. A second agency 
worker quit before disciplinary 
action was taken, and another 
was being suspended without pay, 
Logan said in announcing results 
of an internal investigation. 

The fallout came the same day 
the Federal Communications 


Commission revealed that the 
worker who pushed out the alert 
thought an actual attack was im¬ 
minent. It was the first indication 
the Jan. 13 alert was purposely 
sent, adding another level of con¬ 
fusion to the misstep that left resi¬ 
dents and tourists believing their 
lives were about to end. 

The state emergency agency 
worker believed the attack was 
real because of a mistake in how 
the drill was initiated during a 
shift change, the FCC said in a 
report. The worker said he didn’t 
hear the word “exercise” repeat¬ 
ed six times even though others 
clearly heard it. 

There was no requirement to 
double-check with a colleague or 
get a supervisor’s approval before 
sending the blast to cellphones, 
TV and radio stations statewide, 


the agency said. 

“There were no procedures in 
place to prevent a single person 
from mistakenly sending a mis¬ 
sile alert” in Hawaii, said James 
Wiley, a cybersecurity and com¬ 
munications reliability staffer at 
the FCC. 

The worker, who was fired Fri¬ 
day and whose name has not been 
revealed, has confused real-life 
events and drills in the past, ac¬ 
cording to the state’s report on 
its internal investigation. Retired 
Brig. Gen. Bruce Oliveira, who 
wrote the report, said the employ¬ 
ee mistakenly believed drills for 
tsunami and fire warnings were 
actual events. 

His poor performance had 
been documented for years, and 
colleagues say they were not 
comfortable working with him in 


any role. His supervisors coun¬ 
seled him but kept him in his job. 
He had worked for the agency for 
more than 10 years in a position 
that had to be renewed annually. 

Earlier this month, the em¬ 
ployee heard a recorded message 
that began by saying “exercise, 
exercise, exercise” — the script 
for a drill, the FCC said. Then the 
recording used language that is 
typically used for a real threat, 
not a drill: “This is not a drill.” 
The recording ended by saying 
“exercise, exercise, exercise.” 

Once the employee sent the 
false alert, he was directed to 
send a cancel message but in¬ 
stead “just sat there and didn’t 
respond,” the state report said. 
Later, another employee took over 
the computer and sent the correc¬ 
tion because the worker “seemed 


confused.” 

Compounding the issues with 
the alert was that the agency 
lacked any preparation in how to 
correct the false warning. 

The FCC said the state Emer¬ 
gency Management Agency has 
already taken steps to try to avoid 
a repeat of the false alert, requir¬ 
ing more supervision of drills 
and alert and test-alert transmis¬ 
sions. It has created a correction 
template for false alerts and has 
stopped ballistic missile defense 
drills until its own investigation 
is done. 

Gov. David Ige has asked the 
Hawaii National Guard’s deputy 
commander to prepare anoth¬ 
er report on what needs to be 
changed in the emergency man¬ 
agement system overall. 


Gamer accused of cheating may 
lose decades-old world record 


Peacock not 
allowed to 
take flight 

By Fredrick Kunkle 

The Washington Post 

United Airlines has denied 
boarding to a peacock. 

This much we know, thanks to 
a statement from United Airlines 
and a travel show called the Jet 
Set. 

But whether this was a bona 
fide attempt by a traveler who 
thought it would be OK to fly with 
a huge bird (inside an aircraft), let 
alone a species that, even accord¬ 
ing to its staunchest admirers, is 
a foul-tempered fowl, or whether 
this was a put-on wasn’t immedi¬ 
ately clear. It wasn’t so long ago 
that a writer for The New Yorker 
performed a stunt with several 
animals as a way of demonstrat¬ 
ing the ridiculous extremes we’ve 
come to when it comes to accom¬ 
modating support animals. 

In a statement, United said the 
airline denied boarding to the pas¬ 
senger and the animal because 
the peacock failed to meet sev¬ 
eral guidelines, including those 
on weight and size. The airline 
also suggested that the passenger 
wouldn’t take no for an answer: 
“We explained this to the custom¬ 
er on three separate occasion[s] 
before they arrived at the air¬ 
port.” The airline also noted that 
passengers are required to pro¬ 
vide proper documentation from 
a medical professional at least 48 
hours in advance of boarding that 
specifies the passenger’s need for 
an animal. 

The Jet Set posted video that 
captures the bird’s arrival at the 
terminal at Newark Liberty Inter¬ 
national Airport in New Jersey, 
along with photos of the grounded 
peacock. The talk show — which 
plans to air a segment soon on 
service animals — also says the 
passenger was turned down in 
her attempt to board the aircraft 
despite having bought a separate 
ticket for the animal. 

Bobby Laurie, a co-host at the 
Jet Set, said the photos came from 



Screengrab from Facebook 


A woman attempted to board a 
flight from Newark, N.J., with 
her emotional support peacock. 
United Airlines, citing guidelines, 
declined to allow the bird to fly. 

a passenger at the airport who 
saw the United customer being 
denied boarding. Then another 
passenger supplied video of the 
peacock and its owner entering 
the terminal. 

Laurie, who is a former flight 
attendant, said he also has spoken 
to current flight attendants and 
airline staff who say the woman 
had tried on several previous oc¬ 
casions to fly with the peacock, 
including an attempt from New 
York’s John F. Kennedy Inter¬ 
national Airport, and had been 
turned away. At Newark, the 
woman’s ticket was refunded, and 
the airline even gave her cab fare 
back to the hotel, Laurie said. 

“I really think that the whole 
emotional support animal thing 
is just getting out of hand,” Lau¬ 
rie said in an interview Tuesday. 
“Granted, there are the folks out 
there who truly do need it, but a 
lot of people are now, I guess, just 
testing the waters to see what it is 
you can do and what you can get 
away with. As a flight attendant 
myself, I’ve had someone try to 
board with a pig and a turkey.” 

Still, change could be in the 
air. United said its current policy 
on emotional support animals is 
under review. 


The Washington Post 

For more than three decades, 
the record for Dragster, a racing 
game for the Atari 2600 console, 
could not be toppled. 

In 1982, a player named Todd 
Rogers supposedly recorded a 
time of 5.51 seconds on Drag¬ 
ster, a driving simulation — in 
the most rudimentary, early-’80s 
sense, anyhow — that requires 
shifting gears at just the right 
time to maximize the “car’s” 
speed across the screen. 

To prove his feat, as his story 
goes, Rogers said he took a Po¬ 
laroid picture of his 5.51-second 
time and sent it to Activision, 
the game’s publisher, which con¬ 
firmed the score. 

In 2000, Rogers’ score, as re¬ 
corded by Activision, would even¬ 
tually be formally imported into 
the databases of Twin Galaxies, 
a group that keeps track of video 
game records around the world. 
Through the ensuing years, other 
game records would rise and 
fall on the Twin Galaxies score- 
boards, but the closest anyone 
could come to beating Rogers in 
Dragster was 5.57 seconds. 

In 2001, Guinness World Re¬ 
cords recognized Rogers as hav¬ 
ing the longest-standing video 
game record in the world. His 
1982 Dragster time, it seemed, 
was ironclad. Until Monday. 

Faced with complaints that 
Rogers had falsified his time, as 
well as evidence suggesting that 
a 5.51-second run on Dragster 
was technically impossible, Twin 
Galaxies announced Monday that 
it had thrown out all of Rogers’ 
records — not simply his 1982 
Dragster time — and banned him 
for life from its scoreboards. 

“The presented software anal¬ 
ysis model concluded that achiev¬ 
ing score times of less than 5.57 
seconds [in Dragster] is not pos¬ 
sible under standard and nor¬ 
mal play conditions,” a decision 
posted on the Twin Galaxies site 
Monday stated. “Beyond the soft¬ 
ware analysis evidence, which 
speaks directly to Todd Rogers’ 


Dragster 5.51 score time, this 
dispute case has collected a sig¬ 
nificant amount of circumstantial 
evidence as that extends well be¬ 
yond Todd’s single score perfor¬ 
mance. We have evaluated this 
evidence carefully and found it to 
be compelling and relevant.” 

One line was emphasized in 
italics in the Twin Galaxies state¬ 
ment: “We have notified Guinness 
World Records of our decision.” 

According to Twin Galaxies, 
some of the evidence against 
Rogers included an analysis by a 
video game player and computer 
engineer named Eric Koziel, who 
constructed a frame-by-frame 
model to show that — even with 
a computer assisting to optimize 
the time — the fastest anyone 
could complete a Dragster run 
was 5.57 seconds. 

Rogers hit back at Koziel’s 
model, defending his record to 
the video game news site Kotaku 
last year: 

“There’s like nine ways to shift 


in Dragster — and I don’t share 
that with too many people — but 
[Koziel is] going on one specific 
pattern where you stay in first 
gear and second gear quite a bit 
of time,” Rogers said. “I could 
sit in front of a TV right now and 
play for an hour straight and get 
650 different types of play and 
it would never be the same. If 
[Koziel’s] basing his spreadsheets 
and his shifting on one particular 
pattern, then that’s pretty igno¬ 
rant and closed-minded, because 
you’re not factoring in the human 
element of how the game would 
respond.” 

“[In Dragster] there is ex¬ 
actly one code block responsible 
for checking whether a player 
is changing shift state,” Koziel 
wrote in response to the Kotaku 
article. “That shift is completely 
binary: Either the player is en¬ 
gaging it, or they are not.” 

Rogers could not be reached 
for comment Monday. 
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Sam Melhorn, The (Memphis, Tenn.) Commercial Appeal/AP 


The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., center, and the Rev. Ralph Abernathy, right, lead a march on behalf 
of striking Memphis, Tenn., sanitation workers on March 28, 1968. On Thursday, officials in more 
than 25 cities plan to honor the 50th anniversary of the deaths of two sanitation workers killed by a 
malfunctioning garbage truck in Memphis. 

Memorials set in 25 cities to honor 
sanitation workers killed in 1968 

By Adrian Sainz 

Associated Press 


Ariz. man: I sold 
ammo to the Las 
Vegas shooter 


MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Rain was 
falling on Feb. 1,1968, in Memphis, 
Tenn., when two sanitation work¬ 
ers picking up trash sought shelter 
from the bad weather in the back of 
a city garbage truck. 

The poorly maintained truck’s 
compactor malfunctioned, crush¬ 
ing Echol Cole and Robert Walker 
to death. 

Fed up with bad working condi¬ 
tions, low pay and a lack of benefits, 
1,300 black sanitation workers went 
on strike. Their walkout drew sup¬ 
port from civil rights leader Martin 
Luther King Jr., who came to Mem¬ 
phis, where he was fatally shot on 
the balcony of the Lorraine Motel 
on April 4, the day after he seem¬ 
ingly foretold his own death in his 
famed “Eve Been to the Mountain- 
top” speech at the Mason Temple. 


Associated Press 

ALBANY, N.Y. — A report 
from critics of Airbnb says the 
vacation rental website is driving 
up home rental prices and reduc¬ 
ing housing availability in New 
York City. 

The analysis published Monday 
comes from a researcher at Mc¬ 
Gill University in Montreal and 
was commissioned by the Hotel 
Trades Council, a hotel worker 
union. Several local neighborhood 
organizations were co-sponsors. 

The report finds that Airbnb 
listings have removed between 
7,000 and 13,500 housing units 
from circulation in the past three 
years and increased the city’s 
median rent by $380 a year. In 
Manhattan, Airbnb listings have 
driven up the median annual rent 
by $780, according to the report. 

Under current law, it’s illegal to 


At 1 p.m. EST on Thursday, may¬ 
ors and elected officials in more 
than 25 U.S. cities are expected 
to observe a moment of silence to 
honor the 50th anniversary of the 
workers’ death, their pivotal strike 
and King’s legacy. 

Sanitation drivers plan to pull 
over, and people are expected to 
gather and bow their heads in si¬ 
lence during the demonstration, 
organized by the “I Am A Man 
2018” campaign, which is led by 
the American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Employees; 
and the Church of God in Christ. 

The moment of silence is one of 
many events planned ahead of the 
50th anniversary of King’s assas¬ 
sination. Since early December, 
surviving strikers have witnessed 
the groundbreaking of a new me¬ 
morial in Memphis near the Clay- 
born Temple — where organizers 


rent out an entire apartment in a 
multi-unit building for less than 
30 days. Officials can impose 
hefty fines to prevent some prop¬ 
erty owners from using Airbnb 
to rent apartments as short-term 
lodgings for tourists, diverting 
business from existing hotels 
while taking residential units off 
the already expensive New York 
City housing market. 

Critics say the study shows the 
need for tougher regulations. 

“The facts demonstrate yet 
again that, despite slick market¬ 
ing, Airbnb’s profit is based on 
commercial operators illegally 
renting out entire apartments 
or buildings, at a cost to actual 
tenants,” said Democratic state 
Sen. Liz Krueger, of Manhattan. 
“Because of their actions, thou¬ 
sands of units of housing — which 
should have been available to real 
New Yorkers — have been taken 


passed out the famous “I Am A 
Man” placards they would carry 
during protests — and received 
the NAACP’s Vanguard Award at 
the Image Awards. 

Memphis, Houston, Washington 
and San Diego, Calif., are among 
the cities that will be participating 
in the demonstration, organizers 
say. 

King came to Memphis to march 
with the workers and gain support 
for his Poor People’s Campaign. 
He led a March 28 rally that 
turned violent when police and 
marchers clashed. 

King promised to lead a sec¬ 
ond, peaceful march in Memphis, 
but was killed before he could do 
so. After weeks of struggling to 
pay bills and feed their families, 
the sanitation workers struck a 
deal for higher pay and improved 
conditions. 


off the market.” 

Airbnb disputes the findings 
of the report and says it’s based 
on flawed methodology that ex¬ 
aggerates the number of nights 
many units were rented to visi¬ 
tors. It says many everyday New 
Yorkers use its site to make extra 
money by temporarily renting 
their space when they’re out of 
town. 

The company released its own 
economic impact study last year 
showing that Airbnb rentals in 
New York last year served 2 mil¬ 
lion guests and generated $3.5 
billion in economic activity. 

Josh Meltzer, head of northeast 
policy for Airbnb, said the com¬ 
pany supports new legislation 
that would rewrite state regula¬ 
tions on home sharing and pro¬ 
hibit hosts from listing more than 
one property on the website. 


By Ken Ritter 
and Anita Snow 

Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — An Arizona 
man named in court documents 
as a “person of interest” during 
the investigation of the deadly 
mass shooting in Las Vegas said 
Tuesday he had met the shooter 
one time and sold ammunition to 
him. 

Douglas Haig told The Associ¬ 
ated Press that he had been con¬ 
tacted earlier by investigators in 
the case. 

Speaking at his suburban home 
in Mesa, Haig said he planned 
to hold a news conference later 
this week to answer questions 
about his name surfacing in the 
investigation. 

“I am the guy who sold am¬ 
munition to Stephen Paddock,” 
Haig said without disclosing any 
details. Police say Paddock was 
the gunman and killed himself as 
officers converged on him. 

A law enforcement official told 
the AP in October that Paddock 
bought 1,000 rounds of tracer am¬ 
munition from a private seller he 
met at a Phoenix gun show. The 
official spoke anonymously be¬ 
cause they weren’t authorized to 
disclose case information. It was 
not immediately clear if that per¬ 
son was Haig. 

Records show Haig owns Spe¬ 
cialized Military Ammunition 
LLC. The company’s website 
says it sold tracer and incendiary 
ammunition but is now “closed 
indefinitely.” 

Haig’s name emerged by mis¬ 
take Tuesday when court docu¬ 
ments were released nearly four 
months after the deadly mass 
shooting. 

The documents did not dis¬ 
close why authorities considered 
Haig a person of interest in the 
shooting. 

Police officials did not respond 
to telephone, text and email mes¬ 
sages about Haig from the AP. 
FBI and U.S. attorney’s office 
spokeswomen in Las Vegas de¬ 
clined to comment. 

The documents show that early 
in the investigation, police be¬ 
lieved Paddock must have had 
help. 

“Given the magnitude of the in¬ 
cident, it is reasonable to believe 
multiple suspects and months of 
planning were involved in this 
premeditated massacre,” said 
one search warrant request sub¬ 
mitted to a judge nine days after 
the shooting. 

However, Clark County Sheriff 
Joe Lombardo released a pre¬ 
liminary report on Jan. 19 saying 
police and the FBI believe Pad- 
dock acted alone before he killed 
himself as police closed in. 


Douglas Haig’s 
name was blacked 
out in the more 
than 270 pages 
of search warrant 
records released by 
a Nevada judge to 
the AP but remained 
on one page of 
documents provided 
to the Las Vegas 
Review-Journal. 


It did not answer the key 
question: What made Paddock 
stockpile a cache of assault-style 
weapons and fire for about 10 
minutes out the windows of Man¬ 
dalay Bay hotel-casino into a 
crowd of 22,000 people? 

Haig’s name was blacked out 
in the more than 270 pages of 
search warrant records released 
by a Nevada judge to the AP but 
remained on one page of docu¬ 
ments provided to the Las Vegas 
Review-Journal. 

The newspaper published the 
name online. Clark County Dis¬ 
trict Court Judge Elissa Cadish 
later ordered the full document 
not be published without redac¬ 
tions, but she acknowledged she 
couldn’t order the newspaper to 
retract the name. 

Authorities previously said an 
unnamed person could face un¬ 
specified federal charges in the 
shooting that also injured more 
than 800 other people. 

The warrants show that investi¬ 
gators found 23 rifles and a hand¬ 
gun in Paddock’s 32nd-floor hotel 
suite and an adjoining room. Po¬ 
lice also found five suitcases, five 
rifle cases, binoculars, a spotter 
scope, a portable solar generator 
and 1,050 empty bullet casings. 

Separately, Clark County Dis¬ 
trict Court Judge Timothy Wil¬ 
liams ruled Tuesday that the 
coroner in Las Vegas should re¬ 
lease autopsy records of Paddock 
and the people killed by gunfire, 
with victims’ names blacked out. 
Those documents were not im¬ 
mediately made public. 

County Coroner John Fuden- 
berg later released a statement 
promising victims’ autopsy re¬ 
ports “as soon as possible.” But 
Paddock’s autopsy report was not 
final and would not be released 
until it is, the coroner said. 


Report: Airbnb hurts NYC rental market 
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Bail call 
driven 
by data 

Algorithms help 
courts determine 
defendants’ status 

By Matt O’Brien 
and Dake Kang 
Associated Press 

CLEVELAND — The cen¬ 
turies-old process of releasing 
defendants on bail, long the prov¬ 
ince of judicial discretion, is get¬ 
ting a mqjor assist, courtesy of 
artificial intelligence. 

In late August, Hercules Shep¬ 
herd Jr. walked up to the stand in 
a Cleveland courtroom, dressed 
in an orange jumpsuit. Two nights 
earlier, an officer had arrested 
him at a traffic stop with a small 
bag of cocaine, and he was about 
to be arraigned. 

Not long ago, the presiding 
judge would have decided Shep¬ 
herd’s near-term future based on 
a reading of court files and his 
own intuition. But in Cleveland 
and a growing number of other 
local and state courts, judges 
are now guided by computer al¬ 
gorithms before ruling whether 
criminal defendants can return 
to everyday life or have to stay 
locked up awaiting trial. 

Cash bail, which is designed to 
ensure that people charged with 
crimes turn up for trial, has been 
part of the U.S. court system for 
centuries. But it has drawn fire in 
recent years for keeping poorer 
defendants in jail while letting the 
wealthier go free. Studies have 
also shown it widens racial dis¬ 
parities in pretrial incarceration. 

A bipartisan bail reform move¬ 
ment has found an alternative to 
cash bail: AI algorithms that can 
scour through large sets of court¬ 
house data to search for associa¬ 
tions and predict which people 
are most likely to flee or commit 
another crime. 

Experts say the use of these 
risk assessments may be the big¬ 
gest shift in courtroom decision¬ 
making since American judges 
began accepting social science 
and other expert evidence more 
than a century ago. Christopher 
Griffin, a research director at 
Harvard Law School’s Access to 
Justice Lab, calls the new digi¬ 
tal tools “the next step in that 
revolution.” 

Critics, however, worry that 
such algorithms could end up 
supplanting judges’ own judg¬ 
ment and might even perpetuate 
biases in ostensibly neutral form. 

States such as New Jersey, 
Arizona, Kentucky and Alaska 
have adopted these tools. Defen¬ 
dants who receive low scores are 
recommended for release under 


Clinton 

regrets 

keeping 

adviser 



Photos by Dake Kang/AP 


Stephanie Pope-Earley, right, sorts through defendant files scored with risk-assessment software for 
Jimmy Jackson Jr., a municipal court judge, on Aug. 30, the first day of the software’s use in Cleveland. 



David Magee, left, a Cuyahoga County public defender, and 
Hercules Shepherd Jr. attend Shepherd’s arraignment in Cleveland. 
Shepherd’s file was scored with risk-assessment software. 


This is not 
something where 
you put in a ticket, 
push a button and it 
tells you what bail to 
give somebody, f 

Judge Ronald Adrine 

Cleveland Municipal Court 


court supervision. 

Among other things, such algo¬ 
rithms aim to reduce biased rul¬ 
ings that could be influenced by a 
defendant’s race, gender or cloth¬ 
ing — or maybe just how cranky a 
judge might be feeling after miss¬ 
ing breakfast. 

The AI system used in New 
Jersey, developed by the Hous¬ 
ton-based Laura and John Ar¬ 
nold Foundation, uses nine risk 
factors to evaluate a defendant, 
including age and past criminal 
convictions. But it excludes race, 
gender, employment history and 
where a person lives. 

It also excludes a history of ar¬ 
rests, which can stack up against 
people more likely to encounter 
police — even if they’re not found 
to have done anything wrong. 

Other efforts to automate judi¬ 
cial decisions have come under 
fire — in particular, a propri¬ 
etary commercial system called 
Compas that’s been used to help 
determine prison sentences for 
convicted criminals. An investi¬ 
gative report by ProPublica found 
that Compas was falsely flagging 
black defendants as likely future 
criminals almost twice as fre¬ 
quently as white defendants. 

Other experts have questioned 
those findings, and the U.S. Su¬ 
preme Court last year declined to 
take up a case of a Wisconsin man 
who argued the use of gender as a 
factor in the Compas assessment 
violated his rights. 

Arnold notes that its algorithm 
is straightforward and open to in¬ 


spection by anyone — although 
the underlying data it relies on are 
not. 

Advocates of the AI approach 
argue that the people in robes are 
still in charge. 

“This is not something where you 
put in a ticket, push a button and it 
tells you what bail to give some¬ 
body,” said Judge Ronald Adrine, 
who presides over the Cleveland 
Municipal Court. The algorithmic 
score is just one of several factors 
forjudges to consider, he says. 

But others worry the algorithms 
will make judging more rote over 
time. Research has shown that 
people tend to follow specific advi¬ 
sory guidelines in lieu of their own 
judgment, said Bernard Harcourt, 
a law and political science profes¬ 
sor at Columbia. 

“It’s naive to think people are 
simply going to not rely on them,” 
he said. 

Those issues played out before 
Judge Jimmy Jackson Jr. in that 
Cleveland courtroom last summer. 
Before his arrest on Aug. 29, Her¬ 
cules Shepherd had no criminal 
record. 

College coaches were pursu¬ 
ing the star high school basketball 


player. Recruitment would mean 
a big scholarship that could help 
Shepherd realize his dreams of be¬ 
coming an engineer. 

By sitting in jail, Shepherd was 
missing two days of classes. Miss¬ 
ing two more could get him kicked 
out of school. 

The judge looked down at a com¬ 
puter-generated score on the 18- 
year-old’s case file. Two out of six 
for likelihood of committing anoth¬ 
er crime. One out of six for likeli¬ 
hood of skipping court. The scores 
marked Shepherd as a prime can¬ 
didate for pretrial release with low 
bail. 

“Mr. Shepherd? I’m giving you 
personal bond,” Jackson said. 
“Your opportunity to turn that 
around starts right now.” (Jackson 
subsequently lost an election in No¬ 
vember and is no longer a judge; 
his winning opponent, however, 
also supports use of the pretrial 
algorithm.) 

Smiling, Shepherd walked out of 
the courtroom. That night, he was 
led out of the Cuyahoga County 
Jail; the next day, he was in class. 
Shepherd says he wouldn’t have 
been able to afford bail. If he isn’t 
arrested again within a year, his 
record will be wiped clean. 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK— Hillary Clin¬ 
ton says she should not have let 
a senior campaign adviser keep 
his job after a female staffer ac¬ 
cused him of sexual harassment 
in 2007. 

“The most important work of 
my life has been to support and 
empower women,” Clinton wrote 
on Facebook Tuesday night. “So I 
very much understand the ques¬ 
tion I’m being asked as to why I 
let an employee on my 2008 cam¬ 
paign keep his job despite his in¬ 
appropriate workplace behavior. 
The short answer is this: If I had 
it to do again, I wouldn’t.” 

Clinton said that senior cam¬ 
paign staff and legal counsel 
confirmed that the behavior by 
faith-based adviser Burns Strider 
had occurred after the woman 
came forward. Her campaign 
manager recommended that 
Strider be terminated, but Clin¬ 
ton said she instead demoted him, 
docked his pay, required counsel¬ 
ing, separated him from the vic¬ 
tim, and warned him that he’d be 
fired if he did it again. 

The Times reported that Strider 
declined to attend the counseling 
sessions. He did not immediately 
respond Wednesday to a call 
and email requesting comment. 
Strider told BuzzFeed News that 
he didn’t consider his behavior 
“excessive, but that doesn’t mean 
it wasn’t to” the woman. 

Clinton said that there were 
no further complaints against 
Strider during the rest of the 
campaign, but that she is troubled 
that he was terminated from a job 
leading an independent politi¬ 
cal action committee supporting 
Clinton for inappropriate behav¬ 
ior several years later. 

“I believed the punishment 
was severe and the message to 
him unambiguous. I also believe 
in second chances,” Clinton said 
in the post published shortly be¬ 
fore the start of President Don¬ 
ald Trump’s State of the Union 
address. 

Clinton said that her first 
thought after the Times report 
“was for the young woman in¬ 
volved” and that she reached out 
to her “to see how she was doing, 
but also to help me reflect on my 
decision and its consequences.” 

“She expressed appreciation 
that she worked on a campaign 
where she knew she could come 
forward without fear,” Clinton 
said. “She was glad that her accu¬ 
sations were taken seriously, that 
there was a clear process in place 
for dealing with harassment, and 
that it was followed. Most impor¬ 
tantly, she told me that for the 
remainder of the campaign, she 
flourished in her new role.” 

She said the woman “read 
every word of this and has given 
me permission to share it.” 
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People stand outside shops Wednesday after a magnitude 6.1 earthquake in Rawalpindi, Pakistan. 


Magnitude 6.1 earthquake 
causes panic in Pakistan 


By Munir Ahmed 
and Rahim Faiez 
Associated. Press 

ISLAMABAD — A strong 
magnitude 6.1 earthquake rattled 
Pakistan and Afghanistan on 
Wednesday, including the capital 
cities of both countries, killing a 
young girl and injuring 15 others, 
officials said. 

The U.S. Geological Survey 
reported the quake’s center was 
in northeast Afghanistan near 
the Pakistan border, about 22 
miles south of Jarm in the Hindu 
Kush region. It had a depth of 119 
miles. 

TV footage showed people in 
Islamabad fleeing offices and 
schools in panic. 

Rana Hamid Ali, who works at 
a private company, said that when 
the quake hit he started running 
toward the stairs instead of using 
the office elevator to get out of the 
building. 

“We were doing routine work 
in our office when a strong earth¬ 


quake suddenly rattled our build¬ 
ing and we came down through 
the stairs; there was no time to 
wait for the elevator,” he said. 

Another resident, Azeem 
Chaudhry, said his home’s walls 
swayed when the quake struck. 

At least one girl was killed and 
eight others injured when roofs 
collapsed on mud-brick homes 
in the village of Lasbela in Pak¬ 
istan’s Baluchistan province, said 
local government official Izat 
Nazir Baluch. 

Four schoolchildren were also 
injured when students stampeded 
out of their school in the north¬ 
western city of Peshawar but 
none was listed in serious condi¬ 
tion, according to police and gov¬ 
ernment officials. 

The quake was felt in the Af¬ 
ghan capital, Kabul, and an offi¬ 
cial said at least three people were 
injured when a wall collapsed in 
a village in northeastern Bada- 
khshan province near the border 
with Pakistan. 


Gul Mohammad Bedar, pro¬ 
vincial deputy governor, said the 
temblor also caused cracks in the 
walls of a number of other houses 
there. 

Bedar said officials were try¬ 
ing to collect more details from 
the remote villages in Jarm. 
Authorities faced problems get¬ 
ting details in the remote district 
where the Taliban have a strong 
presence. 

Mohammad Mustafa, acting 
district governor in Jarm, said 
officials had no communications 
with about 52 villages, making 
it difficult to get details about 
quake-related damage. 

The earthquake also was felt 
in the Indian capital New Delhi 
and the Indian Kashmir region. 
There were no immediate reports 
of casualties or damage to build¬ 
ings there. 

A magnitude 7.6 quake in 2005 
killed thousands of people in Pak¬ 
istan and Kashmir. 


Bahrain court sentences 2 to death, dozens 
of others to long terms in terrorism case 


By Aya Batrawy 

Associated Press 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
— A top court in the Persian Gulf 
nation of Bahrain sentenced two 
people to death on Wednesday 
and issued lengthy prison sen¬ 
tences against nearly all 60 de¬ 
fendants on terrorism charges in 
a case that highlights the rivalry 
between Sunni Gulf states and 
Shiite-ruled Iran. 

A statement citing a prosecutor 
and published on the state-run 
Bahrain News Agency said 19 
people were sentenced to life in 


prison, two were acquitted and 
the rest were ordered to serve 
between five and 15 years in 
prison. 

The prosecutor said 36 of the 
defendants were tried while in 
custody, suggesting the remain¬ 
ing 24 were tried in absentia. 

Members of the group were 
found guilty of importing explo¬ 
sives, firearms and ammunitions, 
with the prosecutor saying that in 
one instance machine guns and 
explosives were seized inside a 
speedboat off Bahrain’s coast. 
The prosecutor alleged that fugi¬ 
tives in Iran and Iraq communi¬ 


cated with members of the group 
to smuggle explosives and ammu¬ 
nition into Bahrain. 

The tiny island-nation of Bah¬ 
rain, which is home to the U.S. 
Navy’s 5th Fleet, is ruled by a 
Sunni monarchy that is allied 
with neighboring Saudi Arabia. 
Protests in 2011 by Bahrain’s 
majority Shiite population were 
crushed with help from Saudi and 
Emirati troops. 

The Europe-based Bahrain In¬ 
stitute for Rights and Democracy 
said 47 of the defendants were 
also stripped of their nationality. 


Rockets fired from 
Syria kill 1 in Turkey 


By Suzan Fraser 
and Susannah George 

Associated Press 

ANKARA, Turkey — Rock¬ 
ets fired from northern Syria 
into a Turkish border town on 
Wednesday killed a teenage girl 
and wounded another person, 
Turkey’s state-run news agency 
reported. 

It was the latest in a string 
of rocket attacks on the border 
towns of Reyhanli and Kilis since 
Jan. 20, when Turkey’s military 
launched a cross-border operation 
to drive out the Syrian Kurdish 
militia from the northern Syrian 
enclave of Afrin. Ankara consid¬ 
ers the Syrian Kurdish People’s 
Protection Units, or YPG, an ex¬ 
tension of the outlawed Kurdish 
rebels fighting an insurgency in¬ 
side Turkey. 

Turkey’s Anadolu Agency said 
Syrian Kurdish fighters in Afrin 
fired two rockets Wednesday, hit¬ 
ting a house and a garden wall in 
Reyhanli. 

Two people were hospitalized 
after the attack and one, Fatma 
Avlar, 17, died from her wounds, 
the agency said. 

The attacks inside Turkey have 
so far killed four people, includ¬ 
ing Avlar. Two of the victims 
were Syrian refugees. 

As Turkey’s military operation 
in Syria continues, officials in 
the U.S.-led international coali¬ 
tion against Islamic State have 
warned the offensive could desta¬ 
bilize recent gains against ISIS 
along the Iraq-Syria border in the 
Euphrates River valley. 

The top U.S. general in Iraq 
said Tuesday, after a visit to a 
coalition outpost near the Iraq- 
Syrian border town of Qaim, that 
he is “very much concerned” the 
fight in Afrin could remove pres¬ 
sure on pockets of ISIS fighters in 
other parts of Syria. 

“I don’t want our partner to be 
distracted,” said U.S. Army Lt. 
Gen. Paul Funk, referring to the 
U.S.-backed Syrian Kurdish mi¬ 
litia fighting ISIS in Syria. “It’s 
a continual fight (against ISIS), 
certainly on the Syrian side.” 

Iraqi forces declared victory 
over ISIS in December, but since 
the Afrin offensive began, Iraq’s 
border guard has reported in- 


I don’t want our 
partner to be 
distracted. It’s 
a continual fight 
(against ISIS), 
certainly on the 
Syrian side, f 

U.S. Army Lt. Gen. Paul Funk 

top U.S. general in Iraq 


creased ISIS activity and attacks 
along their border with Syria. 

If the U.S.-backed Syrian Kurd¬ 
ish forces get deeply entangled in 
the fighting in Afrin, that could 
“pull Syrian Democratic Forces 
out of this area,” said U.S. Army 
Lt. Col. Brandon Payne who is 
stationed in western Iraq, not far 
from the Syrian border. 

Such a scenario “essentially 
takes the focus off ISIS and gives 
ISIS maneuver space. We don’t 
want to do that,” he added. 

Meanwhile, French Presi¬ 
dent Emmanuel Macron warned 
Turkey against a full-scale in¬ 
vasion of Afrin and appealed to 
his Turkish counterpart, Tayyip 
Recep Erdogan, to respect Syria’s 
sovereignty. 

In an interview with French 
newspaper Le Figaro, Macron 
said that Turkey must coordinate 
with allies and that its operation 
inside Syria must be limited to 
fighting terrorism. 

“If it turned out that this opera¬ 
tion had to take another turn than 
an action to fight against a poten¬ 
tial terror threat at the Turkish 
border, and that it was an inva¬ 
sion operation, at that moment, 
this operation would pose a real 
problem for us,” Macron said. 

Turkey swiftly responded to 
Macron’s remarks, with Turkish 
Prime Minister Binali Yildirim 
saying the French president has 
a “flawed understanding” of Tur¬ 
key’s cross-border offensive in 
northwest Syria. 


EU: US shouldn’t proceed alone on Mideast peace 


BRUSSELS — The European 
Union on Wednesday urged the 
U.S. to not go it alone in any effort 
to make peace between Israel and 
the Palestinians and warned that 
doing so would end in failure. 

“Any framework for nego¬ 
tiations must be multilateral and 
must involve all players — all 
partners — that are essential to 
this process. A process without 
one or the other would simply not 
work, would simply not be realis¬ 
tic,” EU foreign policy chief Fed- 
erica Mogherini said. 


Her comments came at an 
emergency meeting of an inter¬ 
national committee coordinating 
Palestinian development aid. 

The meeting is the first of its 
kind since President Donald 
Trump recognized Jerusalem 
as Israel’s capital, breaking with 
an international consensus that 
the holy city’s status should be 
resolved in negotiations between 
Israel and the Palestinians. 

From The Associated Press 
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THE CENSUS 


$500K 


The approximate value of cosmetics stolen in a series of burglaries in Las Vegas and across 
Southern California. The Press-Enterprise newspaper in Riverside County, Calif., reported that Niko 
Hayes, 28, and Burrell Doumont Roberts, 27, were taken into custody Saturday in Riverside, Calif. 
Sheriffs investigators said the two are linked to at least 20 commercial burglaries in 19 cities. The 
men are charged with 20 counts each of second-degree burglary, felony vandalism and conspiracy 
to commit a felony. They each face a single count of committing multiple felonies that resulted in the loss of more than $100,000. Hayes’ 
bail was set at $300,000. Roberts was ineligible for bail due to a felony probation violation. 






J 


Butch Comegys, The (Scranton, Pa.) Times-Tribune/AP 


Clearing the mind, working the moves 

“It’s nice to be outdoors to clear my mind,” said Robert Berkmann, 18, of Clarks Summit, Pa., as he 
worked on his hockey moves Monday on Fords Lake in Newton Township, Pa. 


Lab-bred mosquitoes 
to help combat Zika 

PI MIAMI — Thousands of 
r Ka bacteria-infected mos¬ 
quitoes will be flying near Miami 
to test a new way to suppress in¬ 
sect populations that carry Zika 
and other viruses. 

According to a statement from 
the Kentucky-based company 
MosquitoMate, the first mosqui¬ 
toes will be released in the city 
of South Miami. The test is in col¬ 
laboration with the Miami-Dade 
County Mosquito Control and 
Habitat Management Division. 

MosquitoMate infects male 
Aedes aegypti mosquitoes with 
the naturally occurring Wol- 
bachia bacteria. Any offspring 
produced when the lab-bred 
mosquitoes mate with wild fe¬ 
male mosquitoes won’t survive to 
adulthood. Male mosquitoes don’t 
bite, and Wolbachia isn’t harmful 
to humans. 

Police: 12-year-old pulls 
knife on school bus 

ll/l PI BALTIMORE — Po- 
I ¥ I Lr lice said a 12-year- 
old middle-schooler threatened 
a classmate with a folding knife 
during a fight on the school bus. 

Baltimore police spokesman 
Cpl. Shawn Vinson told The Bal¬ 
timore Sun that the Dumbar¬ 
ton Middle School student was 
charged as a juvenile with assault 
with a deadly weapon. The stu¬ 
dent was also found to have a can 
of pepper spray during the Mon¬ 
day incident. 

The other student involved in 
the fight, a 13-year-old, has been 
charged with assault. 

Vinson said no one was injured 
during the fight. 

An assistant principal, Cheryl 
Scott, said in a voicemail to par¬ 
ents that another student had a 
folding knife on the same bus in 
an unrelated incident. 

Suit: Stripper punched 
man, knocked out tooth 

|y W NEW YORK — A self- 
Irl ■ employed chef is suing 
a New York City strip club, alleg¬ 
ing that a stripper knocked out 
one of his teeth after he called her 
a bad mother. 

David Kupferstein’s lawyer said 
he visited Larry Flynt’s Hustler 
Club in 2015 and was having a 
conversation with an exotic danc¬ 
er there who mentioned her family 
had trouble with police. Kupfer- 
stein said he told her, “It sounds 
like you are a bad mother,” and she 
punched him in the face — knock¬ 
ing out his left front tooth. 

The lawsuit says management 
promised to pay for Kupferstein’s 
dental work but alleges they re¬ 
neged. Kupferstein is seeking 
nearly $1 million in damages. 

Would-be victim tackles 
thief, thwarts robbery 

m I LODI — New Jersey po- 
Irl S lice said a would-be vic¬ 
tim foiled an attempted theft by 
tackling the robber. 

Lodi police responded to the 
El Machetico Columbiano eatery 
early Monday after receiving a 
call that someone attempted to 
rob the register. The Record re¬ 
ported that the unidentified sus¬ 


pect approached the register and 
demanded money, placing his 
hand under his shirt to make it 
look like he was armed. 

Deputy Police Chief Donald 
Scorzetti said the victim tackled 
the would-be robber, who then 
fled the scene. Police said noth¬ 
ing was stolen and no one was 
injured. 

Gambler punches casino 
machine in frustration 

■ A NORTHWOOD — Au- 
Ur\ thorities said a man ar¬ 
rested at a northern Iowa casino 
told a deputy that he’d punched 
a gambling machine out of 
frustration. 

Court records say Dion King is 
charged with criminal mischief. 


The Worth County deputy says 
in a criminal complaint that he 
was sent Saturday to the Diamond 
Jo Casino in Northwood and re¬ 
viewed security video. It showed 
King punching the machine’s 
touch screen several times, 
causing an estimated $2,000 in 
damage. 

The complaint says King later 
admitted getting frustrated and 
striking the machine. 

Remains ID'd as man 
who vanished in 1980 

I L MUNCIE — Skeletal re- 
I Irl mains found nearly 20 
years ago have been identified as 
those of a Muncie man who van¬ 
ished in 1980. 

Muncie police Chief Joe Win¬ 


kle said Monday that DNA tests 
determined the remains found in 
1999 in southern Indiana’s Owen 
County are those of Freddie 
“Tommy” Faussett Jr. 

Faussett was 25 when he van¬ 
ished on March 8,1980. His 1977 
Chevy Suburban was found in 
southern Indiana not long af¬ 
terward, but what happened to 
Faussett remained a mystery and 
he was declared legally dead seven 
years after his disappearance. 

Winkle said Faussett’s death 
isn’t being investigated as a ho¬ 
micide, and there’s no sign of foul 
play. 

The Star Press reported that 
relatives told the newspaper in 
2005 that Faussett had experi¬ 
enced emotional problems in the 
weeks before his disappearance. 


Teacher says he tried to 
restrain, not tackle, boy 

nj CANTON — An Ohio 
high school teacher who 
tackled a student in a classroom 
conflict recorded on cellphone 
video said he felt threatened, was 
trying only to restrain the boy and 
regrets what happened. 

The Canton Repository report¬ 
ed that the Canton teacher, Ken¬ 
neth Weatherbee, 48, resigned in 
January after being suspended 
pending a district investigation. 

The Dec. 4 video shows Weath¬ 
erbee touching the arm of a male 
student, who pulls away. The teach¬ 
er then wraps his arm around the 
student’s neck and takes him to 
the floor. 

Weatherbee’s attorney hasn’t 
publicly commented, but a dis¬ 
trict investigation file includes the 
teacher’s comments to school offi¬ 
cials. He told them he intervened 
because one student threatened 
another and ignored attempts to 
de-escalate the situation. 

Man crashes into cop’s 
parked patrol car 

PI SANFORD — Authori- 
P L ties said a Florida man 
purposely crashed his car into a 
state trooper’s patrol vehicle. 

A Florida Highway Patrol news 
release says the crash occurred 
Monday afternoon on Interstate 
4 near Sanford, between Orlando 
and Daytona Beach. 

Highway patrol said the trooper 
was parked on the shoulder and 
finishing paperwork when Ryan 
John Hithersay, 38, left the road¬ 
way and rammed the left side of 
the trooper’s car. Authorities said 
Hithersay got out of his vehicle, 
walked back toward the patrol 
car and told the trooper that he 
struck him on purpose. 

Authorities didn’t say wheth¬ 
er Hithersay gave a reason for 
the crash. He was arrested and 
charged with aggravated battery 
on a law enforcement officer. 

Longer liquor hours, 
tougher DUI rules set 

|( Q TOPEKA — The Kan- 
. .'A-caF sas House approved a 
bill that would toughen penalties 
in some drunken driving cases on 
the same day it approved allow¬ 
ing restaurants to serve alcohol 
earlier in the morning. 

One bill would allow restau¬ 
rants to begin serving alcohol at 
6 a.m., rather than 9 a.m. Res¬ 
taurants and bars would still stop 
serving at 2 a.m. The other bill 
would toughen penalties in some 
fatal drunken driving cases, with 
the minimum for aggravated bat¬ 
tery increasing from 38 months 
to 47 months and the minimum 
for involuntary manslaughter ris¬ 
ing from 62 to 89 months. 

From wire reports 
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Photos by Animal Planet/TNS 


Mr. Wigglesworth, above, and puppies Barry and Olympia, below, take the field for “Puppy Bowl XIV.” 
The show airs Feb. 5 on AFN-Family. 

This year, TV’s most adorable sporting event, 
‘Puppy Bowl,' features pooches from 26 states 


By Meredith Blake 

Los Angeles Times 

I t’s Game Day. A player steps onto the field, 
ready to face off in a ferocious contest of 
strength, agility and mental focus. Millions of 
passionate viewers in living rooms across the 
country have gathered to watch him compete in one 
of the year’s most anticipated, uniquely American 
TV events. The weight of expectation — from fans, 
teammates and sponsors alike — is almost palpable 
in the air. 

But Mr. Wigglesworth would rather be 
taking a nap. 

A Shar Pei with a coat 
of downy white fur, a pale 
pink nose and a wrinkled, 
jowly face, Mr. Wiggles¬ 
worth is one of the 90 
puppies who’ve traveled 
from far and wide to com¬ 
pete in “Puppy Bowl XIV,” 
airing on Animal Planet a 
few hours before that other 
big game kicks off on Sun¬ 
day. Perhaps exhausted by 
his journey to New York City 
from Florida, the 15-week-old 
ignores the squeaky toys and 
stuffed animals strewn across 
the 25-foot playing field and promptly falls asleep 
on the sideline. 

“I’ve got to call a penalty,” declares referee Dan 
Schachner as a camera zooms in on the dozing 
puppy. “Excessive snoozing.” 

First broadcast 13 years ago, the “Puppy Bowl” 
has morphed from a novelty counterprogramming 
experiment into must-see television for dog enthu¬ 
siasts, the football-averse and those who just can’t 
resist a good animal pun. A major ratings draw and 
social media magnet, the event promotes pet adop¬ 
tion — all the “players” are nonprofessionals from 
48 shelters around the country. 

Despite its popularity, the vast majority of “Puppy 
Bowl” devotees probably have little idea of the intense 
effort behind producing the two-hour show and craft¬ 
ing a story around the unpredictable participants. 

“The challenging part is you just can’t produce 
animals like people,” explains Simon Morris, the 
showrunner of “Puppy Bowl” for the past three 
years. He previously worked with more complicat¬ 


ed two-legged subjects on shows like Bravo’s “Real 
Housewives of Atlanta” spinoff “Don’t Be Tardy” 
and appreciates that puppies are, by comparison, 
drama-free. 

That’s also the problem, says Morris, a former 
dachshund owner who is currently dog-less. 

“All we can really do is put the puppies on the 
field, leave some toys there and cover it with lots of 
camera angles,” he says. 

As a dramatist, Morris admits he slightly prefers 
dogs to cats: “Filming-wise, they give you a little bit 
more. Take a pug. You have a pug’s 
face and you’ve instantly got char¬ 
acter and story there just with a 
close-up. Kittens I love, but they’re 
a bit trickier to write.” 

The creative process begins 
in the summer, when producers 
reach out to shelters in search 
of puppies who will be 12 to 22 
weeks old when the game films 
in October (spoiler alert: It’s 
not live). The goal is not just 
to get a wide range of sizes 
and breeds but to draw from 
as many shelters in as many 
states as possible. 

Says Erin Wanner, vice president of produc¬ 
tion at Animal Planet: “We want a variety of pup¬ 
pies, because different puppies appeal to different 
people, and this is all about connecting somebody 
at home that says, ‘Oh, my gosh, I need to go adopt a 
puppy just like that.’ ” 

This year’s recruits come from 26 states and in¬ 
clude the competition’s first-ever international puppy 
— Mango, a Chihuahua/American Staffordshire 
terrier mix from Mexico. Also playing are two spe¬ 
cial-needs puppies: Buttons, a deaf and blind cocker 
spaniel, and Sophie, a three-legged goldendoodle. 

The shelters transport the puppies to New York 
on their own dime. “It’s an investment they see as 
well worth it” because of the exposure it brings, 
says Wanner. 

Last year, the “Puppy Bowl” in its initial broad¬ 
cast attracted 2.5 million viewers, making it the 
most-watched cable broadcast of the day. Its suc¬ 
cess has even inspired copycat events — pun fully 
intended — such as the Hallmark Channel’s “Kitten 
Bowl” and National Geographic’s “Fish Bowl” — 
and drawn the same big-name advertisers (Geico, 
Subaru) you’re likely to see during the Super Bowl. 



‘Black Panther’ receives high 
praise after first screenings 


From wire reports 

“Incredible” and “kinetic” are 
just a few of the loving words that 
people are using to describe and 
praise Marvel’s “Black Panther.” 

The film from director Ryan 
Coogler had its first screenings 
Monday night and a premiere 
in Los Angeles. Official reviews 
won’t go out until Feb. 6, but au¬ 
diences at the select screenings 
were able to share non-spoiler re¬ 
actions on social media. 

Los Angeles Times writer Jen 
Yamato tweets that it is incredible 
and kinetic and the first Marvel 
movie about something real. The 
film features a largely black cast 
including Chadwick Boseman, 
Michael B. Jordan and Lupita 
Nyong’o. Vulture editor Kyle Bu¬ 
chanan singles out actress Letitia 
Wright, whom he calls hilarious 
and ebullient. Buzzfeed’s Adam 
Vary calls the film astonishing. 

“Black Panther” hits the multi¬ 
plex on Feb. 16. 

Comedian returns to 
Olympics as super fan 

Super fan Leslie Jones is re¬ 
turning to the Olympics. 

The “Saturday Night Live” co¬ 
median is joining NBC’s coverage 
of the Pyeongchang Olympics as 
a contributor, reprising her role 
from the 2016 Rio de Janeiro 
Games. The network said Tues¬ 
day that Jones will attend Olympic 
events, meet athletes and spread 
her enthusiasm for the games on 
television and online. The games 
run Feb. 9-25. 

Jones posted a photo on Twitter 
of her dressed in red, white and 
blue gear while working out on an 
exercise machine with the caption, 
“Guess What Time It is Y’all!!!!! 
And Guess Where I’m Going!!!!! 
Slay All Day USA!!!!!!!” 

During the Rio Games, Jones 
had been live-tweeting while 
watching the games in the U.S. and 
posted a video of herself decked 
out in the U.S. flag and wearing 
plastic gold medals. Upon seeing 
it, NBC Olympics president Jim 
Bell invited her to Rio. 

Actor dies weeks after 
child porn guilty plea 

Mark Sailing, who played bad- 
boy Noah “Puck” Puckerman in 
the hit musical-comedy “Glee,” 
died of an apparent suicide Tues¬ 
day, weeks after pleading guilty 
to possessing child pornography. 
He was 35. 

Sailing pleaded guilty in De¬ 
cember after authorities said 
a search of his computer and a 
thumb drive found more than 
50,000 images of child porn. He 
was scheduled to be sentenced 
March 7, and prosecutors planned 
to ask a judge to send him to pris¬ 
on for four to seven years. 

A law enforcement official not 
authorized to speak publicly said 
Sailing was found hanging in 
a riverbed area in the Tujunga 
neighborhood of Los Angeles. Ed 
Winter, assistant chief investiga¬ 
tor for the Los Angeles County 
coroner’s office, said the death is 
being investigated as a suicide. 

Winter said Sailing was pro- 



Marvel Studios, Disney/AP 


Chadwick Boseman stars in the 
upcoming flick “Black Panther.” 

nounced dead at 9 a.m. Tuesday, 
six hours after police received a 
report that he was missing. 

Other news 

■ Ellen DeGeneres is getting 
a special guest for her birthday: 
Michelle Obama. The former 
First Lady will appear on “The 
Ellen DeGeneres Show” Thurs¬ 
day to celebrate the host’s 60th 
birthday, according to Deadline. 
The “Ellen” appearance will be 
Obama’s first TV interview since 
leaving the White House. 

■ The CBS telecast of the 60th 
Grammy Awards was watched 
Sunday by 19.8 million viewers, a 
24 percent decline from last year’s 
show. The live program from Mad¬ 
ison Square Garden in New York, 
with “The Late Late Show” host 
James Corden as emcee, drew its 
smallest audience since 2009, ac¬ 
cording to Nielsen data. 

■ “Blade Runner” director 
Ridley Scott is to receive the 
British Academy Film Awards’ 
highest honor. The academy an¬ 
nounced Wednesday that the 
80-year-old filmmaker will col¬ 
lect the BAFTA Fellowship at 
the British academy awards cer¬ 
emony this month. Scott’s films 
include “Alien,” “Thelma and 
Louise” and “Gladiator.” Scott 
said it was “very gratifying” to be 
honored for his body of work. 

■ Lorde has scribbled her 
thanks to fans back home for em¬ 
bracing her Grammy-nominated 
album. Her handwritten thank- 
you note was published as an ad 
in The New Zealand Herald on 
Wednesday. The note has doodles 
honoring fellow Kiwi musicians 
as well as sightings of other at¬ 
tendees at the Grammy ceremony 
in New York on Sunday. 

■ DMX has been sent to prison 
by a judge who says the rapper 
repeatedly lied to him when he 
promised to obey bail conditions. 
Judge Jed Rakoff sent the rap¬ 
per also known as Earl Simmons 
to prison Tuesday to await his 
March sentencing on a tax eva¬ 
sion charge. 

■ Diane Keaton is standing by 
her longtime collaborator Woody 
Allen as the director’s Hollywood 
star continues to tarnish amid a 
longstanding accusation of sexual 
assault. “Woody Allen is my friend 
and I continue to believe him. It 
might be of interest to take a look 
at the 60 Minute interview from 
1992 and see what you think,” 
the actress wrote on Twitter on 
Monday. Keaton’s tweet included 
footage from Allen’s appearance 
on the newsmagazine, in which he 
repeatedly declared his innocence 
against accusations of sexual 
assault. 
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Cuts to for-profit loan forgiveness program possible 


By Maria Danilova 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Educa¬ 
tion Department’s plan to provide 
only partial loan forgiveness to 
some students defrauded by for- 
profit colleges could reduce overall 
payments by about 60 percent, ac¬ 
cording to a preliminary analysis 
obtained by The Associated Press. 

The agency announced in De¬ 
cember that it was discontinuing 
the Obama administration’s prac¬ 
tice of fully wiping out the loans 
of students deceived by the now- 
defunct Corinthian Colleges under 
the borrower defense rule. 

The department said some stu¬ 
dents will now be getting only par¬ 
tial loan forgiveness to make the 
process fair and protect taxpayers 


from excessive costs. The agency 
will look at average income for spe¬ 
cific programs to determine if the 
loans should be forgiven fully or 
partially. 

A department document drafted 
in the fall and viewed by the AP 
shows that such an approach could 
cut the overall amount of relief 
granted to students by around 60 
percent. To arrive at the initial es¬ 
timate, officials looked at student 
loans that had been forgiven in their 
entirety to determine the impact 
had partial relief been granted. 

Education Department press sec¬ 
retary Liz Hill said in a statement 
Tuesday: “This is not an official 
calculation from the Department 
of Education. It is an impossible 
calculation to make at this stage in 


the process as we continue to adju¬ 
dicate claims.” 

Critics said the idea of partial 
relief was unfair since thousands 
of Corinthian students had already 
had their loans canceled in full 
under President Barack Obama. 
The agency said in December that 
it had tens of thousands of claims 
from Corinthian students pending. 

The action comes as Education 
Secretary Betsy DeVos rewrites 
regulations governing student pro¬ 
tections with regard to for-profit 
schools. Last year she froze two 
Obama-era rules that were meant to 
put additional checks on for-profits. 
Critics point to the Trump admin¬ 
istration’s ties with the for-profit 
sector and accuse the department 
of protecting industry interests, but 


DeVos says the Obama-era rules 
were too broad and could be mis¬ 
used at taxpayers’ expense. 

Eileen Connor, a litigator at Har¬ 
vard University’s Project on Preda¬ 
tory Student Lending, which has 
represented hundreds of defrauded 
Corinthian students, criticized the 
projections. 

“I think that is terrible. It’s an¬ 
other example of the Department 
of Education picking the side of 
fraudulent schools and not doing 
right by those who have been hurt 
by them,” Connor said. “And we 
have every intention of channel¬ 
ing the department’s action in this 
regard.” 

Rick Hess, director of education 
policy at the conservative Ameri¬ 
can Enterprise Institute, praised 


Volkswagen suspends executive over monkey tests 


By David McHugh 

Associated Press 

FRANKFURT, Germany — Au¬ 
tomaker Volkswagen has suspend¬ 
ed a top executive in response to 
widespread public criticism over 
experiments in which monkeys 
were exposed to diesel exhaust. 

The company said in a statement 
Tuesday that Thomas Steg, head of 
government relations and sustain¬ 
ability, was stepping away from his 
duties at his own request. 

The statement said the company 
was “drawing the first consequenc¬ 
es” as it investigates the activities 
of EUGT, the entity backed by 
Volkswagen and other carmakers 
that commissioned the monkey 
experiment. 

Steg had said in an interview pub¬ 
lished in the newspaper Bild that he 
had known about the experiment 
but did not inform the company’s 
then-CEO, Martin Winterkorn. 


Steg said he rejected an initial pro¬ 
posal to use human volunteers and 
said that even after animals were 
substituted the experiment “should 
not have taken place.” 

The move follows a report in The 
New York Times that the now-dis¬ 
banded EUGT commissioned the 
2014 monkey test at the Lovelace 
Respiratory Institute in Albuquer¬ 
que, N.M., to measure how Volk¬ 
swagen’s diesel technology was 
succeeding in controlling harmful 
emissions. 

Diluted exhaust gases from a 
late-model Volkswagen vehicle 
were fed into chambers where the 
monkeys were exposed for four 
hours. Afterward, lung fluid sam¬ 
ples were taken from the sedated 
monkeys, which were not killed for 
the experiment. The study did not 
deliver a definitive result. 

The test was done with a vehicle 
that used illegal software to cheat 
on emissions tests, turning controls 


off when the vehicle was not being 
tested. That practice was exposed 
in 2015, leading to Winterkorn’s 
resignation. 

The Lovelace Respiratory Re¬ 
search Institute said in a statement 
that the tests were designed by 
EUGT and the lab itself was initial¬ 
ly not aware the vehicle had been 
rigged. It said it complied with 
regulations for the treatment of lab 
animals and was committed to their 
humane and ethical treatment. 

The labs president and CEO, Rob¬ 
ert W. Rubin, said in a statement 
that when the lab later learned that 
the vehicle engine had been modi¬ 
fied to produce less pollution “we 
determined the study was compro¬ 
mised” and did not meet the stan¬ 
dards for publication. 

The monkey scandal is another 
black eye for the German auto in¬ 
dustry as it seeks to move past the 
Volkswagen scandal and the doubts 
it unleashed over how clean diesel 


technology really was. 

Volkswagen paid billions in fines 
and settlements and pleaded guilty 
to criminal charges. The Volkswa¬ 
gen case led to increased scrutiny 
of diesel cars from other manufac¬ 
turers, which were found to emit 
more in everyday driving than 
during tests, though not necessar¬ 
ily through illegal software as at 
Volkswagen. 
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the program as defending the in¬ 
terests of taxpayers. 

“What I see here is the depart¬ 
ment trying to responsibly de¬ 
termine when individuals are 
defrauded and when they should be 
responsible for the funds they bor¬ 
rowed,” Hess said. 

When announcing the partial 
relief program, DeVos said, “No 
fraud is acceptable, and students 
deserve relief if the school they at¬ 
tended acted dishonestly.” But she 
added that the process also “pro¬ 
tects taxpayers from being forced 
to shoulder massive costs that may 
be unjustified.” 
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OPINION _ 

Douglass an American individualist 


By George F. Will 

Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
t was an assertion of hard-won person¬ 
al sovereignty: Frederick Douglass, 
born on a Maryland plantation 200 
years ago this month, never knew on 
what February day because history de¬ 
privation was inflicted to confirm slaves 
as nonpersons. So, later in life, Douglass 
picked the 14th, the middle of the month, 
as his birthday. This February, remember 
him, the first African-American to attain 
historic stature. 

In an inspired choice to write a short 
biography of this fierce defender of indi¬ 
vidualism, Washington’s libertarian Cato 
Institute commissioned the Goldwater In¬ 
stitute’s Timothy Sandefur, who says that 
Douglass was, in a sense, born when he 
was 16. After six months of being whipped 
once a week with sticks and rawhide thongs 

— arbitrary punishment was used to stunt 
a slave’s dangerous sense of personhood 

— Douglass fought his tormentor. Sent to 
Baltimore, where he was put to work build¬ 
ing ships — some of them slave transports 

— he soon fled north to freedom and to 
fame as an anti-slavery orator and author. 
His 1845 “Narrative of the Life of Freder¬ 
ick Douglass” is, as Sandefur says, a clas¬ 
sic of American autobiography. 

Abolitionists such as William Lloyd Gar¬ 
rison said there should be “no union with 
slaveholders,” preferring disunion to as¬ 
sociation with slave states. They said what 
the Supreme Court would say in its exe¬ 
crable 1857 Dred Scott decision — that the 
Constitution was a pro-slavery document. 
Douglass, however, knew that Abraham 


Lincoln knew better. 

“Here comes my friend Douglass,” ex¬ 
claimed Lincoln at the March 4, 1865, re¬ 
ception following his second inauguration. 
After the assassination 42 days later, Lin¬ 
coln’s widow gave Douglass her husband’s 
walking stick. After Appomattox, Doug¬ 
lass, who had attended the 1848 Seneca 
Falls Convention on behalf of women’s suf¬ 
frage, said, “Slavery is not abolished until 
the black man has the ballot.” If so, slav¬ 
ery ended not with the 13th Amendment 
of 1865 but with the Voting Rights Act of 
1965. 

Douglass opposed radical Republicans’ 
proposals to confiscate plantations and 
distribute the land to former slaves. Sand¬ 
efur surmises that “Douglass was too well 
versed in the history and theory of freedom 
not to know” the importance of property 
rights. Douglass, says Sandefur, was not a 
conservative but a legatee of “the classical 
liberalism of the American founding.” His 
individualism was based on the virtue of 
self-reliance. “He was not,” Sandefur says, 
“likely to be attracted to any doctrine that 
subordinated individual rights — whether 
free speech or property rights — to the in¬ 
terests of the collective.” 

Although Douglass entered the post- 
Civil War era asking only that blacks at last 
be left to fend for themselves, he knew that 
“it is not fair play to start the Negro out 
in life, from nothing and with nothing.” A 
20th-century Southerner agreed. In 1965, 
President Lyndon Johnson said: “You do 
not take a person who, for years, has been 
hobbled by chains and liberate him, bring 
him to the starting line y a race and then 
say, ‘You are free to compete with all the 
others,’ and still justly believe that you 


have been completely fair.” As Martin Lu¬ 
ther King knew: In 1965, he met Alabama 
sharecroppers who, having been paid all 
their lives in plantation scrip, had never 
seen U.S. currency. Peonage had followed 
slavery in sharecropper society. 

By the time of Douglass’ 1895 death, the 
nation was saturated with sinister senti¬ 
mentality about the nobility of the South’s 
Lost Cause: The war had really been about 
constitutional niceties — “states’ rights” 
— not slavery. This, Sandefur says, was lu¬ 
dicrous. Before the war, Southerners “had 
sought more federal power, not less, in the 
form of nationwide enforcement of the Fu¬ 
gitive Slave Act and federal subsidies for 
slavery’s expansion.” 

yNevertheless, in the South, monuments 
to Confederate soldiers were erected and 
Confederate symbols were added to states’ 
flags. In the North, the University of Chi¬ 
cago’s Charles Edward Merriam, a leading 
progressive, wrote in a widely used text¬ 
book that “from the standpoint of modern 
political science, the slaveholders were 
right” about some people not being enti¬ 
tled to freedom. As an academic, Woodrow 
Wilson paid “loving tribute to the virtues 
of the leaders of the secession, to the pu¬ 
rity of their purposes.” As president, he 
relished making “The Birth of a Nation,” 
a celebration of the Ku Klux Klan, the first 
movie shown in the White House. 

Douglass died 30 years before 25,000 
hooded Klansmen marched down Penn¬ 
sylvania Avenue. That same year, Thur- 
good Marshall graduated from Baltimore’s 
Frederick Douglass High School, en route 
to winning Brown v. Board of Education. 
Douglass, not Wilson, won the American 
future. 


Pelosi bets the House on ‘We Are Not Trump’ 


By Andrew Malcolm 

Special to McClatchy 

D istracted by Donald Trump’s 
disputatious style and flagrant 
violations of political norms, 
Democrats have consistently un¬ 
derestimated his political appeal. No way 
he could beat their candidate in 2016. But 
he did. 

No way the New Yorker would actually 
make a conservative Supreme Court nomi¬ 
nation, let alone get it through. But he did. 
Signed tax reform and repealed “Obam- 
acare’s” core mandate, too. Plus dozens of 
executive orders contradicting his prede¬ 
cessor’s efforts. 

Now Democrats and their sympathetic 
media are eagerly awaiting the annihila¬ 
tion of many of Trump’s congressional 
ground troops in the midterm elections 
just 40 weeks away. Maybe so. Republicans 
losing one or both chambers would stymie 
Trump’s agenda for at least two years, not 
to mention his district and higher court ju¬ 
dicial appointments. But Democrats appear 
to be making a familiar mistake, one that’s 
become chronic for them this century. 
That is, in the words of another Republican 
president they misjudged, “misunderesti- 
mating” their GOP opponent. 

Presidential midterms are usually report 
cards on the party controlling the White 
House. Bill Clinton got shellacked in 1994. 
Riding support after 9/11, George W. Bush 
gained House and Senate seats in 2002, but 
then lost both houses in 2006. All signs so 
far indicate Democratic candidates and 
the money-strapped national party are 
counting on winning back at least part of 
Congress, specifically the House, this year 
by playing off the country’s widely held 
displeasure or disgust with Trump. They 
are confident “We Are Not Trump” is suf¬ 
ficient to carry the day Nov. 6. 


Anti-Trump animus might seem a tempt¬ 
ing bet. A majority of Americans have 
disapproved of Trump’s job performance 
seemingly since within minutes of his tak¬ 
ing the oath 53 weeks ago. Although eight- 
of-10 Republicans have stuck with him, 
Trump’s overall job approval has bobbed 
along from the low-40s to mid-30s, histori¬ 
cally low for a new chief executive. 

Trump was elected by a dedicated plu¬ 
rality, promising to shake up Washington’s 
comfortable self-centered ways on both 
sides of the aisle. He’s certainly shaken 
things up from a style perspective, even 
going after his own party’s establishment 
leaders. Trump has, in fact, invented the 
political equivalent of fracking, finding 
and creating vast reservoirs of subter¬ 
ranean turmoil to exploit for sometimes 
murky reasons. 

Now, no one ever seeks or becomes pres¬ 
ident with a minute ego. Trump’s is, let’s 
say, plus-size. All the turmoil keeps the 
daily — even hourly — focus on him, which 
seems important to the man. But it also 
often distracts from or completely destroys 
the daily focus on his priorities, programs 
and strategies. Such behavior delights his 
you-tell-’em base. But it leaves most every¬ 
one else confused, ignorant or even wor¬ 
ried about what he’s doing and why. 

The president has lacked the day-to-day 
discipline for driving home the adminis¬ 
tration’s accomplishments and goals be¬ 
yond his Twitter account. Some days, yes. 
Others not so much, often because he can’t 
resist some provocative tweet that causes 
opponents and critics to hyperventilate 
into hyperbole. 

Nancy Pelosi, for instance, dismissed 
as “crumbs” the tax-reform-fueled corpo¬ 
rate contagion of $1,000 employee bonus¬ 
es. She’s a multimillionaire, of course, so 
$1,000 is walking-around money. Seeming 
out-of-touch is a real problem for the sep¬ 


tuagenarian San Franciscan and her aged 
party leadership that is perhaps trying to 
overcome its liberal coastal tunnel vision 
and convince Middle America of its con¬ 
cern, even for people living here legally. 

Quick! What big midterm policy goals 
are Democrats driving as alternatives to 
Trump and the GOP? You know, the positive 
talking points they recite on every channel 
that will have them? That is, the talking 
points other than “We’re not Trump, he’s 
terrible.” Anyone? Bueller? Bueller? 

For however long Trump lasts, and even 
with the unresolved threat of the special 
counsel, by the force of his personality and 
proclivities he has initiated a new kind of 
unpredictable U.S. politics. By historical 
precedent, he didn’t have a chance in 2016 
— against 16 Republicans, then the artless 
what’s-her-name who dubbed Trump sup¬ 
porters “deplorables.” By historical prec¬ 
edent, Trump’s party should be en route 
to losing House control. Remember, that 
chamber’s committees initiate all financial 
legislation and would have a free hand to 
investigate any deplorables they choose. 

But the president is not on the ballot. 
Stocks are soaring. Jobs are mounting 
nicely. The economy is growing at twice the 
rate as under President Barack Obama. 

Do voters really see lifelong Democratic 
donor Trump as sufficiently Republican to 
punish through their midterm ballots for 
congressmen? Note: Polls show Americans 
overwhelmingly detesting Congress, but 
consistently favoring their own member, 
which is where their vote actually goes. 

Can Pelosi and her crew convince enough 
Americans that she and her party should 
retrieve the speaker’s gavel without outlin¬ 
ing specifically what, if anything, positive 
they propose to do differently? Other than, 
of course, not being Donald Trump. 

Andrew Malcolm is an author and veteran 
correspondent covering politics since the 1960s. 
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OPINION_ 

Trump alters his tone to suit the occasion 



By Marc Fisher 

The Washington Post 

T his was the president who emerges 
on special occasions, the president 
with the smooth, modulated voice. 
No shouts, no big gestures, not a 
mention of “radical Islamic terrorism” or 
“a network of lawless savages.” 

The Donald Trump who delivered his 
first State of the Union address Tuesday 
night referred instead to “ISIS.” He didn’t 
say a word about his opponents, nothing 
about the critics. The man who rose to 
power on a wave of inflammatory rheto¬ 
ric sounded as if he’d been doused with a 
warm glass of milk. 

Using a gentle tone and tempered lan¬ 
guage, this President Donald Trump struck 
a new note of bipartisan appeal: “We en¬ 
dured floods and fires and storms,” he said 
of his first year in office. “But through it 
all, we have seen the beauty of America’s 
soul and the steel in America’s spine. 

Trump still takes pride in breaking with 
tradition. But in tone and content Tuesday 
night, he behaved more like the politician 
he says he is not. 

“This is our new American moment,” 
he said, deploying the kind of rhetoric 
most any president might use. He spoke 
not to his base but to “all of us, together, 
as one team, one people, and one American 
family.” 

Trump was elected as a nonideological 
anti-politician with a passion for straight, 
even coarse, language. But a review of 
his scripted speeches over the past year 
shows the development of a more nuanced 
rhetoric for official occasions. For the 
State of the Union and other formal events, 
Trump’s language, while still far simpler 
and blunter than most presidents’, is a far 
cry from his biting, sometimes sniping, 
voice on Twitter or the raw populism he 
uses to win cheers at rallies. 

Last week, addressing the world’s busi¬ 
ness leaders at Davos, Switzerland, for ex¬ 
ample, Trump framed the U.S. approach 
toward Islamic State as “leading a very 
broad coalition to deny terrorists control of 
their territory and populations.” “Radical 
Islam” again went unmentioned. 

This softer approach has evolved. In the 
early weeks of his presidency, Trump had 
not yet erected a clear boundary between 
Twitter — where he gave his opponents be¬ 
littling nicknames and railed against “fake 
news” — and settings such as the East 
Room of the White House or the chamber 
of the U.S. House of Representatives. 

Although Trump sought in his inaugural 
address to offer hope for a united coun¬ 
try, he also focused on his America First 
theme — “a new national pride,” he called 
it — which many heard as raw nativism, 
or what presidential historian Douglas 
Brinkley called “American nationalism on 
steroids.” 

Before his 2016 election, Trump repeat¬ 
edly promised worried Republican leaders 
that he could easily pivot from the incendi¬ 
ary language that thrilled the crowd at the 
GOP convention but was likely to alienate 
much of the country. Trump’s convention 
speech featured attacks on “illegal immi¬ 
grants ... roaming free to threaten peace¬ 
ful citizens,” on Hillary Clinton’s “terrible, 
terrible crimes,” and on Barack Obama for 
using the presidency “to divide us by race 
and color.” 

Trump assured doubters that “I can be 
more presidential than any president that 
this country has ever had, except for Abra¬ 
ham Lincoln, because you can’t out-top 
Abraham Lincoln.” 

After boasting for decades about his abil¬ 
ity to present himself however the situa¬ 
tion warrants, Trump has developed three 
markedly different roles over the past year. 
Twitter Trump is brash, blunt and biting. 


Everyday President Trump is more re¬ 
served but savors his ability to blow up the 
daily rituals of Washington with rhetori¬ 
cal bombs. And Special Occasion Trump 
reads stiffly from the teleprompter, tones 
down his language and comes closest to 
sounding traditionally presidential. 

Trump’s formal addresses stand out be¬ 
cause his delivery departs so starkly from 
the rambling, teasing, searing and viscer- 
ally populist style of the arena rallies he 
relishes. 

Speaking to Congress or appearing with 
foreign leaders, Trump alters his voice, 
volume, rhetoric and body language. He 
pulls in his arms and 
cuts back on his often- 
improvised exhortations 
to “believe me.” He is 
quieter, gentler, more 
gracious. 

Content and style 
merge as Trump makes 
a nod toward the more 
diplomatic vocabulary 
that his predecessors 
considered the everyday 
language of the office. 
On Inauguration Day, he 
opened his speech with a sentence that had 
touches of Lincoln and Franklin D. Roos¬ 
evelt: “We, the citizens of America, are 
now joined in a great national effort to re¬ 
build our country and restore its promise 
for all of our people.” 

But Trump, as he would be the first to 
argue, must always remain Trump. In the 
very next paragraph of that first speech, 
the new president shortened his sentences, 
simplified his word choices and hit home 
with a typically brash promise: “We will 
get the job done.” 

A few seconds later, he was bashing the 
members of the establishment who sur¬ 
rounded him on the Capitol portico: “For 
too long, a small group in our nation’s capi¬ 
tal has reaped the rewards of government 
while the people have borne the cost,” he 
said. “Their victories have not been your 
victories.... That all changes starting right 


here and right now.” 

In passages that White House officials 
ascribed to Stephen Miller, the author of 
many of Trump’s formal speeches, the 
president has sometimes startled audi¬ 
ences with a more lurid and gloomy tone 
than Americans are accustomed to hear¬ 
ing from their leader. 

In the inaugural speech, Trump painted 
a dark portrait of “rusted-out factories 
scattered like tombstones across the land¬ 
scape of our nation,” “an education sys¬ 
tem flush with cash but which leaves our 
young and beautiful students deprived of 
all knowledge,” “drugs that have stolen 
too many lives” — a mural of “American 
carnage.” 

On Tuesday night, Trump flexed that 
rhetorical muscle when he described 
a crime syndicate as “the savage gang 
MS-13.” 

But the bulk of the address eschewed the 
crushing verbs and eviscerating adjectives 
that he has used in the past to portray a na¬ 
tion in dangerous decline. This Trump, on 
his best behavior, reached tentatively for 
poetry as he sketched the rough outlines of 
the country he seeks to restore to purport¬ 
edly lost greatness. 

“The people dreamed this country,” he 
said. “The people built this country. And 
it is the people who are making America 
great again.” 

In scripted speeches throughout the past 
year, Trump has pivoted from red-meat 
reminders of his populist, nationalist ap¬ 
peal to a far more sanguine description 
of America’s relationship with the rest of 
the world. At his inauguration, he dwelled 
on the destructive effects of globalization 
— “the ravages of other countries mak¬ 
ing our products, stealing our companies 
and destroying our jobs.” Last week at 
Davos, he turned to a more tempered view 
of America in a more familiar role, as the 
leading global power, first among equals, 
but not an island unto itself. 

“America first does not mean America 
alone,” he said. “America is open for busi¬ 
ness, and we are competitive once again.” 


A year ago, Trump devoted by far the 
biggest chunk of his first address to Con¬ 
gress to the push to repeal “Obamacare,” a 
drive that foundered in the first months of 
his presidency. 

On Tuesday night, he made only a brief 
mention of health care, claiming victory 
where his administration failed on one of 
its primary goals: “We repealed the core 
of disastrous Obamacare — the individual 
mandate is now gone,” he said. And then 
he departed from his prepared text for the 
first time in the evening: “Thank heaven.” 

In some ways, Trump began his turn 
away from his campaign rhetoric immedi¬ 
ately upon taking office. Candidate Trump 
made his mark on immigration, with his 
trademark call for construction of a wall 
along the Mexican border and his promise 
that Mexico would pay for it. But when it 
came time for his first formal addresses — 
the inaugural and his first visit to Congress 
— there was no mention of a wall at all. 

On Tuesday night, Trump mentioned 
the wall once but without any reference to 
Mexico. 

Trump has never been an eloquent ora¬ 
tor. He has poked fun at politicians who 
crafted their speeches with artisanal care 
and read scripts off a teleprompter. He has 
boasted about riffing for hours at rallies off 
notes on an envelope, about “writing” his 
books by talking to a ghostwriter for a few 
hours. He has long argued that plain, ev¬ 
eryday language and simple ideas will beat 
hifalutin rhetoric any day of the week. 

And Trump often appears much more 
comfortable with a salesman’s hyperbole 
than with a statesman’s caution. 

“Dying industries will come roaring 
back to life,” he said a year ago, his chest 
out, his jaw jutting. “Our terrible drug epi¬ 
demic will... ultimately stop.” 

On Tuesday night, he made no such guar¬ 
antee. After a year of the reality of being 
president, he tempered that promise. 

“The struggle,” he said, “will be long 
and difficult.” 

Marc Fisher is a Washington Post senior editor. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

53 Glazier’s sheet 

24 Alaskan city 

1 Office part-timer 

54 “Certainly!” 

25 Soaks (up) 

5 Favorite 

55 Puppy barks 

26 Ham’s dad 

8 “So be it” 


27 Shakespearean 

12 Say it’s so 

DOWN 

villain 

13— de cologne 

1 “1 did it!” 

28 “Queen of 

14 Grassy area 

2 Satan’s forte 

Soul” Aretha 

15 Flintstones’ pet 

3 Bistro handout 

32 Eventually 

16 Dot fractions 

4 Cues 

33 High school 

17 From the start 

5 Pie nut 

course 

18 Wellesley grad 

6 Nosh 

35 “See ya!” 

20 Bivouac 

7 Pisa’s region 

36 Yucatan year 

22 Old-style trousers 

8 Memorable 

38 Dodge 

26 Swell 

mission 

39 Leers at 

29 Inseparable 

9 Work force 

42 “Funny!” 

30 Romance 

10 Ram’s ma’am 

43 Denny’s rival 

31 Galley supply 

11 SSE’s opposite 

44 Swear 

32 Blue hue 

19 Opposing vote 

45 Napkin’s place 

33 Rope fiber 

21 Hearty brew 

46 Ms. Thurman 

34 Khan title 

23 Capital of Japan 

48 Tours season 
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36 Buenos — 

37 Postnuptial 
holidays 

40 Swiss artist Paul 

41 Architectural 
style 

45 Humdinger 
47 Costa — Sol 

49 Waikiki’s island 

50 During 

51 Noshed 

52 Frat letters 

2-1 CRYPTOQUIP 

SJFE MNQ’BF O H B X Z I Z O H X Z E P 
ZE HEM INEXFAX ND AOFFK 
HEK JNOZEP XN KN SFUU, 


DUFFXEFAA INQEXA. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: THIS COULD WELL 
BE THE WORLD’S GREATEST WINE STORAGE 
ROOM. IT’S THE NUMBER-ONE BEST CELLAR. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: I equals C 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSl^STRIPES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 
Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 



Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARStaSTRI PES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 



Round-the-world news for America s military. 


Lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 
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STRIPES. 


Mobile 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most ( 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Pro football 


College basketball 

1 

Pro baseball 

1 

College hockey 


NFL playoffs 


Divisional Playoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 13 

Philadelphia 15, Atlanta 10 
New England 35, Tennessee 14 

Sunday, Jan. 14 

Jacksonville 45, Pittsburgh 42 
Minnesota 29, New Orleans 24 

Conference Championships 
Sunday, Jan. 21 
AFC 

New England 24, Jacksonville 20 

NFC 

Philadelphia 38, Minnesota 7 

Pro Bowl 
Sunday, Jan. 28 
At Orlando, Fla. 

AFC 24, NFC 23 

Super Bowl 
Sunday, Feb. 4 
At Minneapolis 
New England vs. Philadelphia 

Super Bowl champions 

2017 - New England (AFC) 34, Atlanta 
(NFC) 28, OT 

2016 — Denver (AFC) 24, Carolina 
(NFC) 10 

2015 - New England (AFC) 28, Seattle 
(NFC) 24 

2014 - Seattle (NFC) 43, Denver (AFC) 8 
2013 - Baltimore (AFC) 34, San Fran¬ 
cisco (NFC)31 

2012 - N.Y. Giants (NFC) 21, New Eng¬ 
land (AFC)17 

2011 - Green Bay (NFC) 31, Pittsburgh 
(AFC)25 

2010 - New Orleans (NFC) 31, India¬ 
napolis (AFC)17 

2009 — Pittsburgh (AFC) 27, Arizona 
(NFC) 23 

2008 - N.Y. Giants (NFC) 17, New Eng¬ 
land (AFC) 14 

2007 - Indianapolis (AFC) 29, Chicago 
(NFC) 17 

2006 - Pittsburgh (AFC) 21, Seattle 
(NFC) 10 

2005 - New England (AFC) 24, Phila¬ 
delphia (NFC) 21 

2004 - New England (AFC) 32, Caro¬ 
lina (NFC) 29 

2003 - Tampa Bay (NFC) 48, Oakland 
(AFC)21 

2002 - New England (AFC) 20, St. Lou¬ 
is (NFC) 17 

2001 — Baltimore Ravens (AFC) 34, N.Y. 
Giants (NFC) 7 

2000 - St. Louis (NFC) 23, Tennessee 
(AFC)16 

1999 - Denver (AFC) 34, Atlanta (NFC) 19 
1998 — Denver (AFC) 31, Green Bay 
(NFC) 24 

1997 - Green Bay (NFC) 35, New Eng¬ 
land (AFC) 21 

1996 - Dallas (NFC) 27, Pittsburgh 
(AFC) 17 

1995 — San Francisco (NFC) 49, San 
Diego (AFC) 26 

1994 - Dallas (NFC) 30, Buffalo (AFC) 13 
1993 - Dallas (NFC) 52, Buffalo (AFC) 17 
1992 - Washington (NFC) 37, Buffalo 
(AFC)24 

1991 - N.Y. Giants (NFC) 20, Buffalo 
(AFC) 19 

1990 — San Francisco (NFC) 55, Denver 
(AFC)10 

1989 - San Francisco (NFC) 20, Cincin¬ 
nati (AFC) 16 

1988 - Washington (NFC) 42, Denver 
(AFC) 10 

1987 - N.Y. Giants (NFC) 39, Denver 
(AFC)20 

1986 - Chicago (NFC) 46, New England 
(AFC) 10 

1985 — San Francisco (NFC) 38, Miami 
(AFC)16 

1984 - L.A. Raiders (AFC) 38, Washing¬ 
ton (NFC) 9 

1983 - Washington (NFC) 27, Miami 
(AFC) 17 

1982 — San Francisco (NFC) 26, Cincin¬ 
nati (AFC)21 

1981 - Oakland (AFC) 27, Philadelphia 
(NFC) 10 

1980 - Pittsburgh (AFC) 31, L.A. Rams 
(NFC) 19 

1979 - Pittsburgh (AFC) 35, Dallas 
(NFC) 31 

1978 - Dallas (NFC) 27, Denver (AFC) 10 
1977 - Oakland (AFC) 32, Minnesota 
(NFC) 14 

1976 - Pittsburgh (AFC) 21, Dallas 
(NFC) 17 

1975 — Pittsburgh (AFC) 16, Minnesota 
(NFC) 6 

1974 - Miami (AFC) 24, Minnesota 
(NFC) 7 

1973 - Miami (AFC) 14, Washington 
(NFC) 7 

1972 - Dallas (NFC) 24, Miami (AFC) 3 
1971 - Baltimore Colts (AFC) 16, Dal¬ 
las (NFC) 13 

1970 — Kansas City (AFL) 23, Minne¬ 
sota (NFL) 7 

1969 - N.Y. Jets (AFL) 16, Baltimore 
Colts (NFL) 7 

1968 - Green Bay (NFL) 33, Oakland 
(AFL) 14 

1967 - Green Bay (NFL) 35, Kansas 
City (AFL) 10 


Tuesday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Goldey Beacom 87, Chestnut Hill 76 
Hobart 77, RPI 69 
Lehman 76, Baruch 67 
Marist 62, Manhattan 59 
Nyack 67, Post (Conn.) 63 
Old Westbury 57, Sarah Lawrence 48 
Rhode Island 85, UMass 83 
Xavier 73, St. John’s 68 
Yeshiva 82, Mount St. Mary (NY) 66 
SOUTH 

Alice Lloyd 93, Midway 88 
Auburn 79, Mississippi 70 
Brescia 94, Cincinnati Christian 80 
Clemson 82, North Carolina 78 
Georgia 72, Florida 60 
Kentucky 83, Vanderbilt 81, OT 
Kentucky Christian 98, Cincinnati-CI- 
ermont 75 

Milligan 88, Tenn. Wesleyan 76 
Sam Houston St. 67, McNeese St. 57 

MIDWEST 

Ball St. 75, Toledo 63 
Bowling Green 66, Ohio 50 
Cent. Michigan 81, N. Illinois 67 
Cornell (Iowa) 69, Lawrence 62 
Davis & Elkins 69, Lake Erie 66 
Illinois 91, Rutgers 60 
Illinois St. 76, Missouri St. 60 
Indiana-East 105, Point Park 71 
Iowa 94, Minnesota 80 
Kent St. 82, Buffalo 79 
Miami (Ohio) 79, Akron 64 
Ohio St. 71, Indiana 56 
Rio Grande 86, Wayland Baptist 50 
Ripon 76, St. Norbert 61 
S. Dakota St. 80, Omaha 60 
S. Illinois 78, Drake 67 
W. Michigan 71, E. Michigan 57 
SOUTHWEST 
Oklahoma 98, Baylor 96 
TCU 79, Oklahoma St. 66 
Texas A&M 80, Arkansas 66 
FAR WEST 

New Mexico St. 71, N. New Mexico 46 

AP Men’s Top 25 schedule 

Thursday's games 

No. 1 Villanova vs. Creighton 
No. 13 Saint Mary’s vs. San Francisco 
No. 14 Gonzaga vs. San Diego 
No. 16 Wichita State at Temple 
No. 25 Arizona State at Washington 
Friday's game 
No. 22 Rhode Island at VCU 
Saturday’s games 
No. 2 Virginia at Syracuse 
No. 3 Purdue at Rutgers 
No. 4 Duke vs. St. John’s at Madison 
Square Garden 

No. 5 Michigan State at Indiana 

No. 6 Xavier vs. Georgetown 

No. 7 Kansas vs. Oklahoma State 

No. 8 Cincinnati at UConn 

No. 9 Arizona at Washington 

No. 10 Texas Tech at TCU 

No. 11 Auburn vs. Vanderbilt 

No. 12 Oklahoma at Texas 

No. 13 Saint Mary’s at San Diego 

No. 14 Gonzaga vs. BYU 

No. 15 West Virginia vs. Kansas State 

No. 18 Tennessee vs. Mississippi 

No. 19 North Carolina vs. Pittsburgh 


First Round 

Yana Sizikova, Russia, and Dayana 
Yastremska, Ukraine, def. Polina Monova 
and Anastasia Potapova, Russia, 6-1,6-3. 

Mona Barthel and Nicole Geuer, Ger¬ 
many, def. Nicole Melichar, United States, 
and Kveta Peschke (3), Czech Republic, 
6-1, 6-2. 

Alla Kudrayavtseva, Russia, and Ka¬ 
tarina Srebotnik, Slovenia, def. Lara Ar- 
ruabarrena, Spain, and Alicja Rosolska, 
Poland, 6-3, 6-0. 


AP sportlight 


No. 20 Clemson at Wake Forest 
No. 21 Kentucky at Missouri 
No. 23 Florida vs. Alabama 
No. 24 Michigan vs. Minnesota 
Sunday’s games 
No. 1 Villanova vs. Seton Hall 
No. 17 Ohio State vs. Illinois 
No. 25 Arizona State at Washington State 

Tuesday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Chestnut Hill 75, Goldey Beacom 64 
Lehman 80, Baruch 57 
Old Westbury 57, Purchase St. 49 
William Smith 69, RPI 53 

SOUTH 

Alice Lloyd 72, Midway 54 
Charleston Southern 64, Presbyterian 61 
Cincinnati Christian 69, Brescia 62 
East Carolina 77, Wichita St. 67 
Liberty 65, High Point 42 
Maryville (Tenn.) 70, Brevard 63 
Milligan 78, Tenn. Wesleyan 74 
Radford 51, Campbell 50 
UNC Asheville 61, Gardner-Webb 60 
Winthrop 69, Longwood 60 
MIDWEST 

Cornell (Iowa) 67, Lawrence 43 
Edgewood 66, Milwaukee Engineering 62 
Indiana-East 98, Point Park 94 
Lakeland 58, Wis. Lutheran 49 
St. Norbert 60, Ripon 57 
TCU 75, Iowa St. 52 
UCF 50, Cincinnati 38 
FAR WEST 

Fresno St. 64, Air Force 48 

AP Women’s Top 25 schedule 

Thursday’s games 

No. 1 UConn at No. 7 South Carolina 
No. 2 Mississippi State at No. 15 Missouri 
No. 4 Louisville at Virginia 
No. 5 Notre Dame vs. North Carolina 
No. 10 Florida State at N.C. State 
No. 11 Maryland vs. Rutgers 
No. 12 Tennessee vs. No. 14 Texas A&M 
No. 13 Michigan vs. Purdue 
No. 17 Georgia at LSU 
No. 19 Duke vs. Georgia Tech 
No. 20 Green Bay vs. Northern Kentucky 
Friday’s games 

No. 6 Oregon vs. No. 25 California 
No. 9 UCLA vs. Southern Cal 
No. 16 Oregon State vs. No. 24 Stanford 
Saturday’s games 
No. 3 Baylor at Texas Tech 
No. 8 Texas vs. No. 22 TCU 
No. 18 Ohio State at Wisconsin 
No. 20 Green Bay vs. Wright State 
No. 21 West Virginia at Oklahoma 
No. 23 Oklahoma State vs. Kansas 
Sunday’s games 

No. 1 UConn vs. Cincinnati at XL Cen¬ 
ter, Hartford, Conn. 

No. 4 Louisville at Syracuse 

No. 5 Notre Dame at No. 19 Duke 

No. 6 Oregon vs. No. 24 Stanford 

No. 10 Florida State at Pittsburgh 

No. 11 Maryland at Nebraska 

No. 12 Tennessee at Vanderbilt 

No. 13 Michigan at Rutgers 

No. 14 Texas A&M vs. Auburn 

No. 16 Oregon State vs. No. 25 California 

No. 17 Georgia vs. Mississippi 


St. Petersburg Ladies Trophy 

Tuesday 
At Sibur Arena 
St. Petersburg, Russia 
Purse: $733,900 (Premier) 
Surface:Hard-lndoor 

First Round 

Julia Goerges (5), Germany, def. Maria 
Sakkari, Greece, 6-2, 7-6 (5). 

Elena Rybakina, Russia, def. Timea 
Bacsinszky, Switzerland, 6-4,6-3. 

Roberta Vinci, Italy, def. Tereza Mar- 
tincova, Czech Republic, 6-2, 6-2. 

Irina-Camelia Begu, Romania, def. An¬ 
drea Petkovic, Germany, 7-6 (5), 6-1. 

Vera Zvonareva, Russia, def. Kiki 
Bertens, Netherlands, 6-4 retired. 

Daria Kasatkina (8), Russia, def. Vikto¬ 
ria Kuzmova, Slovakia, 1-6, 6-4, 6-1. 

Dominika Cibulkova, Slovakia, def. 
Sorana Cirstea, Romania, 7-5, 6-2. 


Feb. 1 

1913 — Jim Thorpe, star of the 1912 
Olympics, signs to play baseball with the 
New York Giants. 

1914 — The Chicago White Sox and 
New York Giants play an exhibition game 
to promote baseball in Egypt. The game 
ends in a 3-3 tie. 

1956 — Hayes Alan Jenkins leads 
the United States in a sweep of Olym¬ 
pic men’s figure skating in Cortina 
d’Ampezzo, Italy. The silver goes to 
Ronald Robertson, and Jenkins’ younger 
brother, David, wins the bronze. 

1964 — Bobby Rousseau of the Mon¬ 
treal Canadiens scores five goals in a 9-3 
victory over the Detroit Red Wings. 


Taiwan Open 

Tuesday 
At Taipei Arena 
Taipei, Taiwan 
Purse: $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singles 
First Round 

Ana Bogdan, Romania, def. Peng Shuai 
(1), China, 6-4, 6-1. 

Pauline Parmentier (8), France, def. 
Kurumi Nara, Japan, 1-6, 6-4, 6-1. 

Magda Linette (7), Poland, def. Xan 
Xinyun, China, 6-2, 6-0. 

Wang Yafan, China, def. Risa Ozaki, 
Japan, 6-2, 6-4. 

Nao Hibino, Japan, def. Sam Stosur (3), 
Australia, 7-6 (6), 6-2. 

Johanna Larsson, Sweden, def. Lu 
Jing-Jing, China, 6-3, 6-1. 

Sabine Lisicki, Germany, def. Zhang 
Yuxuan, China, 6-3, 1-6, 7-6 (3). 

Eugenie Bouchard, Canada, def. Zhu 
Lin, China, 1-6, 7-5,2-0 retired. 

Doubles 
First Round 

.ea Bab 

Russia, and Magda Linette, Poland, 3-6, 
6-0,10-5. 

Nao Hibino, Japan, and Oksana Ka¬ 
lashnikova, Georgia, def. Zarina Diyas 
and Yulia Putintseva, Kazakhstan, 6-2, 


1995 — Utah guard John Stockton be¬ 
comes the NBA’s career assist leader, 
setting up Karl Malone with 6:30 left in 
the first half of the Jazz’s 129-88 victory 
over Denver. Stockton’s 9,922nd assist 
moves him ahead of Magic Johnson. 

1998 — David Graham wins the lon¬ 
gest playoff in Senior PGA Tour history, 
beating Dave Stockton with a birdie on 
the 10th extra hole in the Royal Carib¬ 
bean Classic. 

2003 — Regina Jacobs becomes the 
first woman to break four minutes in 
the indoor 1,500 meters at the Boston In¬ 
door Games. Jacobs finishes in 3:59.98 to 
break the world record of 4:00.27 set by 
Romanian Doina Melinte in 1990. 


Remaining free agents 

NEW YORK — The 116 remaining free 
agents (q-rejected qualifying offer): 
AMERICAN LEAGUE 
BOSTON (5) - Fernando Abad, Ihp; 
Blaine Boyer, rhp; Rajai Davis, of; Edu¬ 
ardo Nunez, inf; Chris Young, of. 

CHICAGO (2) - Mike Pelfrey, rhp; Geo- 
vany Soto c. 

CLEVELAND (1) - Craig Breslow, Ihp. 
DETROIT (1) - Anibal Sanchez, rhp. 
HOUSTON (4) - Carlos Beltran, dh; Ty¬ 
ler Clippard, rhp; Francisco Liriano, Ihp; 
Cameron Maybin, of. 

KANSAS CITY (6) - Melky Cabrera, of; 
Trevor Cahill, rhp; q-Eric Hosmer, lb; q- 
Mike Moustakas, 3b; Peter Moylan, rhp; 
Jason Vargas, Ihp. 

LOS ANGELES (10) - Andrew Bailey, 
rhp; Jesse Chavez, rhp; Yunel Escobar, 
3b; Ricky Nolasco, rhp; Bud Norris, rhp; 
Cliff Pennington, inf; Brandon Phillips, 
2b; Ben Revere, of; Fernando Salas, rhp; 
Huston Street, rhp. 

MINNESOTA (4) - Matt Belisle, rhp; 
Bartolo Colon, rhp; Glen Perkins, Ihp; 
Hector Santiago, Ihp. 

NEW YORK (3) - Todd Frazier, 3b; Jai¬ 
me Garcia, Ihp; Matt Holliday, dh. 

SEATTLE (3) — Jarrod Dyson, of; Car¬ 
los Ruiz, c; Danny Valencia, lb-3b. 

TAMPA BAY (7) - Peter Bourjos, of; 
q-Alex Cobb, rhp; Lucas Duda, lb; Logan 
Morrison, lb; Trevor Plouffe, 3b; Colby 
Rasmus, of; Sergio Romo, rhp. 

TEXAS (4) — Andrew Cashner, rhp; 
Carlos Gomez, of; Jason Grilli, rhp; Mike 
Napoli, lb. 

TORONTO (5) - Brett Anderson, Ihp; 
Darwin Barney, 2b; Jose Bautista, of; 
Miguel Montero, c; Michael Saunders, 
of. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

ARIZONA (4) - Gregor Blanco, of; 
Jorge De La Rosa, Ihp; J.D. Martinez of; 
Adam Rosales, inf. 

ATLANTA (2) - R.A. Dickey, rhp; Jason 
Motte, rhp. 

CHICAGO (6) — q-Jake Arrieta, rhp; 
Alex Avila, c; Jon Jay, of; John Lackey, 
rhp; Rene Rivera, c; Koji Uehara, rhp. 

CINCINNATI (3) - Bronson Arroyo, rhp; 
Scott Feldman, rhp; Drew Storen, rhp. 

COLORADO (5) — Carlos Gonzalez, of; 
Ryan Hanigan, c; q-Greg Holland, rhp; 
Jonathan Lucroy, c; Mark Reynolds, lb. 

LOS ANGELES (5) - Yu Darvish, rhp; 
Andre Ethier, of; Franklin Gutierrez, of; 
Chase Utley, 2b; Tony Watson, Ihp. 

MIAMI (4) - Mike Aviles, inf; A.J. Ellis, 
c; Dustin McGowan, rhp; Ichiro Suzuki, 
of. 

MILWAUKEE (2) - Matt Garza, rhp; 
Neil Walker, 2b. 

PHILADELPHIA (4) - Andres Blanco, 
inf; Clay Buchholz, rhp; Hyun-Soo Kim, 
of; Daniel Nava, of. 

PITTSBURGH (3) - Joaquin Benoit, 
rhp; John Jaso, lb; Chris Stewart, c. 

ST. LOUIS (2) — q-Lance Lynn, rhp; 
Seung-Hwan Oh, rhp. 

SAN DIEGO (1) - Erick Aybar, SS. 

SAN FRANCISCO (3) - Matt Cain, rhp; 
Jae-Gynn Hwang, lb-3b; Michael Morse, 
ib-of. 

WASHINGTON (9) - Matt Albers, rhp; 
Joe Blanton, rhp; Alejandro De Aza, of; 
Stephen Drew, 2b; Edwin Jackson, rhp; 
Adam Lind, lb; Oliver Perez, Ihp; Ryan 
Raburn, of; Jayson Werth of. 

MLB calendar 

Jan. 30-Feb. 16 — Salary arbitration 
hearings, Phoenix. 

Jan. 30-Feb. 1 — Owners meetings, 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Feb 14 — Voluntary reporting date for 
pitchers, catchers and injured players. 

Feb. 19 — Voluntary reporting date for 
other players. 

Feb. 24 — Mandatory reporting date. 
March 29 — Opening day. Active ros¬ 
ters reduced to 25 players. 

April 17-18 — Cleveland vs. Minnesota 
at San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

June 4 — Amateur draft starts. 

June 15 — International amater sign¬ 
ing period closes. 

July 2 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period opens. 

July 6 — Last day to sign for amateur 
draft picks subject to deadline. 

July 17 — All-Star Game, Washington. 
July 29 — Hall of Fame inductions, 
Cooperstown, N.Y 

July 31 — Last day to trade a player 
without securing waivers. 

Aug. 31 — Last day to be contracted to 
an organization and be eligible for post¬ 
season roster. 

Oct. 2-3 — Wild-card games. 

Dec. 10-13 — Winter meetings, Las Ve- 


Fight schedule 

Feb. 4 

At Naha, Japan, Daigo Higa vs. Moises 
Fuentes, 12, for Higa’s WBC flyweight 


Tete vs. Omar Narvaez, 12, for Tete’s 
WBO bantamweight title. 

At Hartman Arena, Park City, Kansas, 
Tramaine Williams vs. Alexei Collado, 12, 
for the vacant WBO International super 
bantamweight title. 

“ Cancun, Mexico, Miguel Berchelt 
- ■>-> for Berchelt’s 


At Cancun, Mexico, Migue 
vs. Cristian Mijares, 12, for 
WBC junior lightweight title. 

Feb. 16 

At Reno-Sparks Convention Center, 
Reno, Nev., Raymundo Beltran vs. Pau- 
lus Moses, 12, for the vacant WBO World 


Tuesday’s scores 

EAST 

Princeton 5, Quinnipiac 3 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

DETROIT TIGERS - Agreed to terms 
with LHP Travis Wood on a minor league 
contract. 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Named Fer¬ 
nando Alcala director of baseball com¬ 
munications. 

TEXAS RANGERS - Agreed to terms 
with LHP Jon Niese on a minor league 
contract. 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Agreed 
to terms with RHP Neftali Feliz on a mi¬ 
nor league contract. 

CINCINNATI REDS - Agreed to terms 
with RHP David Hernandez on a two-year 
contract. 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Agreed to 
terms with INF Shawn O’Malley and RHP 
Brooks Pounders on minor league con¬ 
tracts. 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS - Agreed to 
terms with LHP Manny Banuelos and 
Brian Moran, LHP/RHP Pat Venditte, C 
Shawn Zarraga, INFs Max Muncy and 
Donovan Solano, OFs Henry Ramos and 
Travis Taijeron and RHPs Daniel Corcino, 
CC Lee, Mark Lowe and Zach Neal on mi¬ 
nor league contracts. 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Designated 
C Andrew Susac for assignment. Agreed 
to terms with RHP Matt Albers on a two- 
year contract. 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Placed LHP 
Nik Turley on the restricted list. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

BUFFALO BILLS - Fired Gill Byrd de¬ 
fensive backs coach. Named John Butler 
defensive backs coach. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Named Dean 
Pees defensive coordinator and Matt 
LaFleur offensive coordinator. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Activated G 
Keith Kinkaid and D Mirco Mueller from 
injured reserve. 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Recalled D 
Tony DeAngelo and F Peter Holland from 
Hartford (AHL). 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

ATLANTA UNITED - Signed D Sal Ziz- 
zo. Waived F Jacob Peterson. Transferred 
MF Carlos Carmona to Colo-Colo (Chil¬ 
ean Primera Division) for an undisclosed 
transfer fee. 

COLUMBUS CREW - Traded M Justin 
Meram to Orlando City SC for a 2019 in¬ 
ternational roster slot and general and 
targeted allocation money for the 2018- 
19 seasons. 

FC DALLAS - Loaned D Anibal Chala 
to LDU Quito (Serie A-Ecuador) for the 
2018 season. Traded the No. 1 allocation 
ranking to Orlando City for targeted al¬ 
location money and the No. 6 allocation 
ranking. 

LOS ANGELES FC - Signed D Dejan Ja- 
kovic. 

LA GALAXY — Named Ezra Hendrick¬ 
son assistant coach. 

NEW YORK CITY FC - Announced M 
Jack Harrison signed a contract with 
Manchester City (Premier League-Eng- 
land) and loaned to Middlesbrough 
(Championship-England). 

ORLANDO CITY SC - Signed M Oriol 
Rosell. 

SEATTLE SOUNDERS - Signed M Mag¬ 
nus Wolff Eikrem. 

National Women’s Soccer League 

SKY BLUE FC - Traded the No. 1 over¬ 
all selection in Tuesday’s dispersal draft 
to Washington for the No. 2 overall se¬ 
lection in the dispersal draft and a 2019 
conditional first-round draft pick and a 
second-round draft pick in the college 
draft. 

COLLEGE 

CHARLESTON SOUTHERN - Named 
Brad Robbins wide receivers coach. 

EAST CAROLINA - Announced QB 
Gardner Minshew has withdrawn from 

OREGON STATE — Named James Rod¬ 
gers director of football player develop- 

TEXAS TECH - Named Kevin Johns of¬ 
fensive coordinator and inside receivers 


Avanesyan, 10, welterweights. 

At Manchester, England, George 
Groves vs. Chris Eubank Jr., 12, for Groves’ 
WBA Super World and Eubanks’ IBO su¬ 
per middleweight titles (World Boxing 
Super Series semifinals); Ryan Walsh vs. 
Isaac Lowe, 12, for Walsh’s British feath¬ 
erweight title; Arfan Iqbal vs. Simon Val- 
Mly, 10, for Iqbal’s English cruiserweight 

At El Paso, Texas, Devon Alexander 
vs. Victor Ortiz, 12, welterweights; Caleb 
Plant vs. Rogelio Medina, 12, IBF super 
middleweight eliminator. 

At Mandalay Bay Events Center, Las 
Vegas, Danny Garcia vs. Brandon Rios, 
12, welterweights; David Benavidez vs. 
Ronald Gavril, 12, for Benavidez’s WBC 
World super middleweight title. 
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Scoreboard 


Roundup 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 


L Pet GB 

36 15 .706 - 

34 15 .694 1 

24 23 .511 10 

Brooklyn 

Southeast Division 

Miami 29 21 .580 - 

Washington 28 22 .560 1 

Charlotte 20 29 .408 8V4 

Atlanta 15 35 .300 14 

Orlando 14 35 .286 1414 

Central Division 

29 20 .592 - 

27 22 .551 2 

28 23 .549 2 

23 26 .469 6 

18 32 .360 1114 


Boston 
Toronto 
Philadelphia 
New York 


Cleveland 

Milwaukee 

Indiana 

Detroit 

Chicago 


914 


414 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Houston 36 13 .735 

San Antonio 34 19 .642 

New Orleans 27 23 .540 

Memphis 18 31 .367 

Dallas 16 35 .314 

Northwest Division 
Minnesota 32 22 .593 

Oklahoma City 30 21 .588 

Portland 28 22 .560 

Denver 26 25 .510 

Utah 22 28 .440 s 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 40 11 .784 - 

L.A. Clippers 25 25 .500 1414 

L.A. Lakers 19 30 .388 20 

Phoenix 17 34 .333 23 

Sacramento 16 34 .320 23V4 

Tuesday’s games 
Washington 102, Oklahoma City 96 
New York 111, Brooklyn 95 
Toronto 109, Minnesota 104 
Detroit 125, Cleveland 114 
Houston 114, Orlando 107 
Sacramento 114, New Orleans 103 
San Antonio 106, Denver 104 
Utah 129, Golden State 99 
Portland 104, L.A. Clippers 96 
Wednesday's games 
L.A. Lakers at Orlando 
Memphis at Indiana 
Charlotte at Atlanta 
Miami at Cleveland 
Philadelphia at Brooklyn 
New York at Boston 
Chicago at Portland 
Dallas at Phoenix 

Thursday's games 
Memphis at Detroit 
Toronto at Washington 
Houston at San Antonio 
Milwaukee at Minnesota 
Oklahoma City at Denver 
Friday’s games 
Indiana at Charlotte 
Atlanta at Boston 
L.A. Lakers at Brooklyn 
Portland at Toronto 
Miami at Philadelphia 
New York at Milwaukee 
New Orleans at Oklahoma City 
Utah at Phoenix 
Golden State at Sacramento 


Tuesday 

Trail Blazers 104, Clippers 96 

PORTLAND - Turner 2-8 0-0 5, Aminu 

4- 13 1-1 11, Nurkic 7-17 0-1 14, Lillard 6- 
14 11-11 28, McCollum 5-18 3-3 16, Davis 

5- 8 4-6 14, Collins 2-4 0-0 4, Napier 4-9 0- 
0 10, Connaughton 1-7 0-0 2. Totals 36-98 
19-22 104. 

L.A. CLIPPERS - Johnson 2-5 0-0 5, 
Gallinari 6-12 2-2 15, Jordan 3-6 2-4 8, 
Teodosic 3-9 2-2 9, Wallace 7-13 1-2 15, 
Dekker 0-1 0-0 0, Harrell 5-9 5-6 15, Thorn- 
well 4-4 0-1 9, L.Williams 5-26 8-9 20. To¬ 
tals 35-85 20-26 96. 

Portland 30 26 30 18-104 

L.A. Clippers 27 24 16 29- 96 

Three-point goals—Portland 13-30 
(Lillard 5-10, McCollum 3-7, Napier 2- 
3, Aminu 2-7, Turner 1-2, Connaughton 
0-1), L.A. Clippers 6-22 (L.Williams 2-9, 
Thornwell 1-1, Johnson 1-2, Gallinari 

1-4, Teodosic 1-5, Wallace 0-1). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Portland 59 
(Nurkic 20), L.A. Clippers 50 (Jordan 19). 
Assists—Portland 21 (Lillard 7), L.A. Clip¬ 
pers 22 (L.Williams 5). Total Fouls—Port¬ 
land 21, L.A. Clippers 17. Technicals—L.A. 
Clippers coach Clippers (Defensive three 
second), L.Williams. A-16,705 (19,060). 


Jazz 129, Warriors 99 

GOLDEN STATE - Durant 5-13 7-8 17, 
Green 3-111-2 8, Pachulia 4-7 1-2 9, Curry 

4-13 5-5 14, Thompson 12-17 0-0 27, Cass- 
pi 1-2 0-0 2, West 1-3 0-0 2, McGee 7-8 0-0 
14, Livingston 0-3 0-0 0, Young 2-4 1-2 5, 
Iguodala 0-2 1-2 1, McCaw 0-2 0-0 0. To¬ 
tals 39-85 16-21 99. 

UTAH - Ingles 7-11 0-0 20, Favors 9- 
11 0-2 18, Gobert 4-7 1-2 9, Rubio 9-16 3-4 
23, Mitchell 8-17 2-2 20, O’Neale 3-6 1-2 7, 
Niang 0-0 0-0 0, Jerebko 4-6 0-0 9, Udoh 

1-2 2-2 4, Neto 1-2 0-0 2, Johnson 3-5 0-0 8, 
Burks 4-8 0-0 9. Totals 53-91 9-14 129. 
Golden State 30 26 29 14- 99 

Utah 35 34 34 26-129 

Three-point goals—Golden State 5- 
25 (Thompson 3-5, Green 1-3, Curry 1-7, 
McGee 0-1, Young 0-1, McCaw 0-1, Iguo¬ 
dala 0-2, Durant 0-5), Utah 14-28 (Ingles 

6-8, Johnson 2-3, Rubio 2-4, Mitchell 2-5, 
Jerebko 1-1, Burks 1-4, Neto 0-1, O’Neale 
0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds— 
Golden State 37 (Pachulia 7), Utah 42 (Fa¬ 
vors 10). Assists—Golden State 27 (Curry 
5), Utah 25 (Rubio 11). Total Fouls-Gold- 
en State 16, Utah 22. Technicals—Utah 
coach Jazz (Defensive three second). 
A-18,306 (19,911). 



Eric Christian Smith/AP 


Rockets guard James Harden, right, high-fives Ryan Anderson in 
the second half Tuesday against the Magic. Harden had the first 60 
point triple-double in NBA history as Houston won 114-107. 


Spurs 106, Nuggets 104 

DENVER - Barton 4-13 4-4 13, Jokic 6- 
11 0-0 13, Arthur 4-6 1-1 10, J.Murray 5-12 

5-5 18, Harris 5-12 4-4 17, Jefferson 0-0 0- 
0 0, Lyles 3-10 0-0 7, Mudiay 7-10 0-0 14, 
Craig 4-9 0-0 8, Beasley 2-3 0-0 4. Totals 
40-86 14-14 104. 

SAN ANTONIO - Anderson 9-12 0-0 18, 
Aldridge 14-23 2-2 30, Gasol 7-13 2-2 18, 
D.Murray 0-4 0-0 0, Green 3-11 0-0 6, Ber- 
tans 3-5 0-0 7, Mills 2-5 0-0 6, Parker 2-4 
0-0 5, Forbes 1-3 0-0 2, Ginobili 5-12 1-114. 
Totals 46-92 5-5 106. 

Denver 30 25 26 23-104 

San Antonio 30 30 20 26-106 

Three-point goals—Denver 10-23 (Har¬ 
ris 3-5, J.Murray 3-6, Lyles 1-2, Jokic 1-2, 
Arthur 1-2, Barton 1-4, Craig 0-1, Mudiay 
0-1), San Antonio 9-24 (Ginobili 3-6, Ga¬ 
sol 2-2, Mills 2-3, Parker 1-2, Bertans 1-3, 
Forbes 0-2, Green 0-6). Rebounds—Den¬ 
ver 38 (Lyles, Jokic 7), San Antonio 43 
(D.Murray 13). Assists—Denver 22 (Jokic 
8), San Antonio 33 (D.Murray 7). Total 
Fouls—Denver 14, San Antonio 15. Tech¬ 
nicals—Aldridge. A—18,418 (18,418). 

Pistons 125, Cavaliers 114 

CLEVELAND - James 9-20 1-2 21, Love 
0-0 0-0 0, Thompson 4-9 0-0 8, Thomas 

3- 10 12-13 19, J.Smith 2-10 0-0 4, Green 

2-3 1-2 6, Crowder 3-8 0-0 8, Frye 6-9 4-4 

20, Calderon 0-0 0-0 0, Korver 3-7 2-2 10, 
Wade 6-8 5-9 18. Totals 38-84 25-32 114. 

DETROIT - SJohnson 10-21 5-8 26, 
Tolliver 6-9 5-5 20, Drummond 9-12 3-7 

21, I.Smith 8-17 3-5 19, Bullock 9-15 0-1 

22, Moreland 1-1 0-0 2, Ellenson 0-3 0-0 0, 
Galloway 0-3 0-0 0, Buycks 4-7 2-2 11, Ken- 
nard 2-5 0-0 4. Totals 49-93 18-28 125. 

Cleveland 27 36 21 30-114 

Detroit 33 26 30 36-125 

Three-point goals—Cleveland 13-35 
(Frye 4-7, Crowder 2-5, Korver 2-6, James 2- 
7, Wade 1-1, Green 1-1, Thomas 1-4, J.Smith 
0-4), Detroit 9-23 (Bullock 4-6, Tolliver 3-6, 
Buycks 1-1, SJohnson 1-4, Kennard 0-1, 
I.Smith 0-1, Galloway 0-2, Ellenson 0-2). 
Rebounds—Cleveland 41 (Thompson 10), 
Detroit 47 (Drummond 22). Assists—Cleve¬ 
land 24 (James 7), Detroit 30 (Drummond, 
I.Smith 7). Total Fouls—Cleveland 22, De¬ 
troit 27. A-18,508 (21,000). 

Rockets 114, Magic 107 

ORLANDO - Simmons 7-13 0-0 15, He- 
zonja 7-12 0-0 17, Biyombo 4-7 0-0 8, Pay- 
ton 2-6 0-0 4, Fournier 4-12 2-2 12, Iwundu 

1- 3 0-0 2, Speights 6-111-117, Birch 1-1 0- 
0 2, Augustin 4-10 2-3 13, Mack 5-5 3-4 15, 
Afflalo 1-3 0-0 2. Totals 42-83 8-10 107. 

HOUSTON - M bah a Moute 2-6 3-6 8, 
Anderson 3-5 2-2 10, Capela 6-14 0-0 12, 
Harden 19-30 17-18 60, E.Gordon 0-2 0-0 
0, Tucker 3-5 0-0 9, Nene 2-4 0-0 4, Green 

4- 11 1-2 11. Totals 39-77 23-28 114. 

Orlando 30 25 33 19-107 

Houston 27 27 36 24-114 

Three-point goals—Orlando 15-31 
(Speights 4-8, Augustin 3-5, Hezonja 3- 
5, Mack 2-2, Fournier 2-6, Simmons 1-4, 
Afflalo 0-1), Houston 13-35 (Harden 5- 
14, Tucker 3-5, Anderson 2-3, Green 2-7, 
Mbah a Moute 1-5, E.Gordon 0-1). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Orlando 33 (Bi¬ 
yombo, Mack 6), Houston 40 (Capela 13). 
Assists—Orlando 26 (Fournier 5), Hous¬ 
ton 17 (Harden 11). Total Fouls-Orlando 
22, Houston 15. A-18,055 (18,055). 

Kings 114, Pelicans 103 

SACRAMENTO - J.JackSOn 2-4 1-1 5, 
Randolph 11-23 1-2 26, Koufos 7-12 3-4 
17, Fox 6-14 2-2 15, Bogdanovic 3-8 0-0 7, 
Papagiannis 1-2 0-0 2, G.Hill 5-8 3-3 14, 
Hield 4-9 0-0 8, Temple 5-12 2-2 15, Carter 

2- 5 0-0 5. Totals 46-97 12-14 114. 

NEW ORLEANS - Moore 3-7 1-2 8, Cun¬ 
ningham 2-3 0-0 4, Davis 6-16 9-10 23, 
Rondo 1-4 0-0 2, Holiday 9-20 2-2 21, Miller 

3- 6 2-2 10, Diallo 1-1 0-0 2, Asik 0-0 1-4 1, 
Nelson 4-7 0-0 10, James 1-3 0-0 2, Clark 
9-10 1-2 20. Totals 39-77 16-22 103. 

Sacramento 25 36 29 24-114 

New Orleans 29 33 23 18-103 


Three-point goals—Sacramento 10- 
26 (Temple 3-5, Randolph 3-6, G.Hill 1-2, 
Bogdanovic 1-3, Fox 1-3, Carter 1-3, Hield 
0-4), New Orleans 9-25 (Davis 2-3, Nel¬ 
son 2-4, Miller 2-5, Clark 1-2, Moore 1-3, 
Holiday 1-6, Cunningham 0-1, Rondo 0-1). 
Rebounds—Sacramento 49 (Koufos 17), 
New Orleans 36 (Davis 13). Assists—Sac¬ 
ramento 22 (Temple 6), New Orleans 26 
(Nelson 8). Total Fouls—Sacramento 21, 
New Orleans 18. A-14,292 (16,867). 

Knicks 111, Nets 95 

BROOKLYN - Carroll 5-11 2-2 13, Acy 

3-5 0-0 8, Allen 6-6 0-0 12, Dinwiddie 4-9 

2-3 11, Crabbe 5-14 0-0 12, Webb III 0-4 0- 
0 0, Okafor 2-7 1-1 5, Russell 3-11 1-1 7, 
Whitehead 2-5 2-2 6, Stauskas 4-11 2-2 12, 
Harris 2-3 4-5 9. Totals 36-86 14-16 95. 

NEW YORK - Hardaway Jr. 6-13 0-0 15, 
Porzingis 9-19 4-4 28, Kanter 8-10 4-4 20, 
Jack 1-4 0-0 2, Lee 3-10 4-5 12, Beasley 4- 
11 4-5 12, McDermott 3-8 1-2 7, Thomas 
0-0 0-0 0, Hernangomez 0-0 1-2 1, O’Quinn 

1- 2 2-2 4, Ntilikina 3-7 0-1 8, Burke 1-4 0-0 
2, Baker 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 39-89 20-25 111. 

Brooklyn 22 19 28 26- 95 

New York 30 31 25 25-111 

Three-point goals—Brooklyn 9-36 (Acy 

2- 3, Crabbe 2-6, Stauskas 2-7, Harris 1-2, 
Dinwiddie 1-5, Carroll 1-6, Whitehead 0-1, 
Russell 0-2, Webb III 0-4), NY 13-26 (Porz¬ 
ingis 6-8, Hardaway Jr. 3-5, Ntilikina 2-3, 
Lee 2-4, Beasley 0-1, Burke 0-1, Baker 0-1, 
Jack 0-1, McDermott 0-2). Rebounds— 
Brooklyn 49 (Okafor 13), NY 47 (Kanter 
20). Assists—Brooklyn 15 (Dinwiddie 7), 
NY 22 (Ntilikina, Kanter 5). Total Fouls- 
Brooklyn 21, NY 13. Technicals—Crabbe. 
A-19,505 (19,812). 

Raptors 109, T-wolves 104 


; d -3 i-d Duller 3-1/ o-iu zo, 

_1-1 2-2 5, Dieng 6-7 2-2 14, Jones 

1-1 1-2 3, Crawford 2-6 0-0 4, Muhammad 
0-4 1-2 1. Totals 42-85 15-24 104. 

TORONTO - Anunoby 1-2 0-0 3, Ibaka 

6- 111-2 15, Valanciunas 8-12 2-2 18, Lowry 

4-10 5-5 15, DeRozan 6-18 10-11 23, Powell 

3-7 0-0 8, Siakam 1-3 1-3 3, Poeltl 6-7 0-0 
12, VanVIeet 4-7 1-1 10, Wright 0-4 2-2 2. 
Totals 39-81 22-26 109. 

Minnesota 27 30 23 24-104 

Toronto 19 32 27 31-109 

Three-point goals—Minnesota 5-12 
(Butler 2-3, Bjelica 1-1, Teague 1-1, Wig¬ 
gins 1-6, Crawford 0-1), Toronto 9-29 
(Powell 2-5, Ibaka 2-5, Lowry 2-6, Anunoby 
1-2, VanVIeet 1-3, DeRozan 1-6, Wright 0-1, 
Valanciunas 0-1). Rebounds—Minnesota 
40 (Towns 10), Toronto 39 (Valanciunas 
11). Assists—Minnesota 21 (Butler 6), To¬ 
ronto 28 (Lowry 9). Total Fouls—Minne¬ 
sota 19, Toronto 18. Technicals—Gibson, 
Toronto coach Raptors (Defensive three 
second). A-19,800 (19,800). 

Wizards 102, Thunder 96 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 8-14 8-10 
28, Anthony 7-21 3-5 19, Adams 6-11 4-7 
16, Westbrook 5-18 2-2 13, Ferguson 0-10- 
0 0, Huestis 1-2 0-0 3, Grant 2-4 4-4 8, Pat¬ 
terson 0-1 0-0 0, Felton 0-4 4-4 4, Abrines 
1-4 2-2 5. Totals 30-80 27-34 96. 

WASHINGTON - Porter Jr. 8-13 8-8 25, 
Morris 7-14 3-3 18, Gortat 4-12 3-3 11, Sa- 
toransky 0-4 4-4 4, Beal 8-19 3-5 21, Oubre 
Jr. 2-7 4-4 10, Scott 3-10 2-2 9, Mahinmi 2-3 
0-0 4, Frazier 0-4 0-0 0, Meeks 0-3 0-0 0. 
Totals 34-89 27-29 102. 

Oklahoma City 25 29 22 20- 96 

Washington 30 23 22 27-102 

Three-point goals—Oklahoma City 9- 
32 (George 4-8, Anthony 2-12, Huestis 1- 
1, Abrines 1-4, Westbrook 1-4, Felton 0-1, 
Patterson 0-1, Ferguson 0-1), Washington 

7- 25 (Beal 2-5, Oubre Jr. 2-5, Porter Jr. 1-3, 
Scott 1-3, Morris 1-4, Frazier 0-1, Satoran- 
sky 0-2, Meeks 0-2). Rebounds—Oklahoma 
City 52 (Adams 12), Washington 43 (Gortat 
7). Assists—Oklahoma City 19 (Westbrook 
10), Washington 27 (Beal 9). Total Fouls- 
Oklahoma City 24, Washington 28. Techni¬ 
cals—Oklahoma City coach Billy Donovan, 
Westbrook, Adams. A-20,356 (20,356). 


Harden's 60-point 
triple-double first 


Associated Press 

HOUSTON — James Harden 
knew he’d have to do a little more 
on Tuesday night with the Hous¬ 
ton Rockets missing key players. 

Even he couldn’t have imag¬ 
ined he’d do this much. 

Harden became the first player 
in NBA history to score 60 points 
as part of a triple-double and the 
short-handed Rockets beat the 
Orlando Magic 114-107. 

“I just gave it all I had tonight,” 
Harden said. “We all did. We all 
fought for 48 minutes, we got key 
stops when we needed to and we 
made big shots.” 

Harden scored 18 points in 
the fourth quarter to eclipse the 
57 points Calvin Murphy scored 
in 1978 to break Houston’s sin¬ 
gle-game scoring record. After 
Harden broke the record, cam¬ 
eras in the arena showed a shot of 
Murphy, who works on the televi¬ 
sion broadcast team, smiling and 
clapping for the Beard, who also 
had 10 rebounds and 11 assists. 

The game was tied at 107 after 
a basket by Marreese Speights 
with just under four minutes to 
play. Neither team scored for 
more than two minutes after that 
before Harden took over, scoring 
the next six points to make it 113- 
107 with 45 seconds left. 

He set the scoring mark when 
he stepped back and made a 
three-pointer before crashing to 
the court after being fouled by 
Mario Hezonja. He then made the 
free throw to give him 60 points 
and bring the crowd to its feet. 

“Amazing [and] topped it off 
with a four-point play at the end,” 
coach Mike D’Antoni said. “But 
we had to have every minute from 
him.” 

Harden, who also had four 
steals and a block, grabbed his 
10th rebound a few seconds later 
to give him his third triple-double 
this season. He made 17 of 18 free 
throws and was 19-for-30 from 
the floor with five three pointers. 

He said he didn’t realize he was 
the first player with 60 points in a 
triple-double. 

“It’s a good feeling, I guess,” 
he said. “Just try to go out there 
and make an impact every single 
night on the game, however I can. 
Whether it’s scoring, rebound¬ 
ing, assists, steals, whatever it is. 
And tonight I guess I was doing 
everything.” 

Hezonja and Speights scored 
17 points each for the Magic, who 
dropped their third straight. 

It was Harden’s fourth 50-point 
game this season and Tuesday’s 
performance bested his previous 
career-high of 56 points set in No¬ 
vember against Utah. 

“I have never seen a perfor¬ 
mance like that,” teammate Ger¬ 
ald Green said. “I caught myself 
just being a true fan throughout 
the whole game ... what he did 
today was remarkable.” 


Pistons 125, Cavaliers 114: 

Andre Drummond had 21 points 
and 22 rebounds, and short-hand¬ 
ed host Detroit went on to win 
after Cleveland lost Kevin Love 
to a potentially season-altering 
hand injury. 

Love exited in the first quarter 
with a broken left hand, and the 
Pistons took advantage of his ab¬ 
sence, snapping an eight-game 
losing streak despite a roster that 
was depleted by their blockbuster 
trade for Blake Griffin. 

Detroit gave up three players 
to get Griffin, and neither he nor 
the other two players the Pistons 
received in return were available 
against Cleveland. Drummond 
— whose own status was in ques¬ 
tion because of an illness — had a 
huge game, and Stanley Johnson 
added a career-high 26 points. 

Wizards 102, Thunder 96: 
Beginning what could be a signifi¬ 
cant stretch without All-Star point 
guard John Wall, host Washing¬ 
ton got 25 points from Otto Porter 
Jr., limited Russell Westbrook to 
13 and stopped Oklahoma City’s 
eight-game winning streak. 

Bradley Beal had 21 points 
and nine assists for Washington, 
which announced about 7 Vz hours 
before tipoff that Wall will have 
arthroscopic surgery on his left 
knee Wednesday. 

Jazz 129, Warriors 99: Ricky 
Rubio scored 23 points and hand¬ 
ed out 11 assists as host Utah 
stunned Golden State. 

The loss ended a three-game 
winning streak for the Warriors, 
who had won seven of eight be¬ 
fore facing the Jazz. It was their 
largest loss of the season. 

Knicks 111, Nets 95: Kri- 
staps Porzingis scored 28 points, 
Enes Kanter had 20 points, 20 
rebounds and five assists, and 
New York completed a cross¬ 
town sweep of Brooklyn with the 
victory. 

Raptors 109, Timberwolves 
104: DeMar DeRozan scored 23 
points, Jonas Valanciunas had 18 
points and 11 rebounds and To¬ 
ronto rallied from a 13-point defi¬ 
cit to beat visiting Minnesota. 

Jimmy Butler scored 25 points, 
Andrew Wiggins had 15 and Jeff 
Teague and Gorgiu Dieng each 
finished with 14 but the Timber- 
wolves lost for the fourth time in 
five games. 

Kings 114, Pelicans 103: Zach 
Randolph scored 26 points and 
grabbed 12 rebounds, and Sacra¬ 
mento beat host New Orleans. 

Spurs 106, Nuggets 104: La- 
Marcus Aldridge scored 30 points 
and host San Antonio escaped 
with a victory over Denver. 

Trail Blazers 104, Clippers 
96: Damian Lillard scored 28 
points and Portland pulled away 
in the third quarter to beat host 
Los Angeles. 
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Henrique, Ducks 
put away Bruins 


Associated Press 

BOSTON — A quick start for 
the Anaheim Ducks finished 
Boston’s run of 18 straight games 
with a point. 

Adam Henrique and Jakob Sil- 
fverberg scored in the first pe¬ 
riod, when Anaheim held Boston 
to just five shots, and the Ducks 
held on for a 3-1 victory Tuesday 
night. 

“We did a good job in the first 
period. We had some jump going,” 
Ducks coach Randy Carlyle said. 

The Ducks became the first 
team to beat the Bruins in regu¬ 
lation since Washington’s 5-3 win 
Dec. 14 at Boston. Cam Fowler 
and Rickard Rakell had two as¬ 
sists apiece for Anaheim. 

John Gibson stopped all 25 
shots he faced before leaving in 
the third period after taking a 
puck off his chest earlier in the 
period. Ryan Miller played the 
final 7:25 and nearly completed 
a shutout for the Ducks before 
Ryan Spooner scored for Boston 
with 41 seconds left. 

“We’re trying to get on a streak 
of our own. I think we’ve been 
trending in the right direction 
with our hockey,” Miller said. 

Henrique scored into an empty 
net with 6.1 seconds remaining 
to seal it for the Ducks, who halt¬ 
ed Boston’s five-game winning 
streak and a stretch of 18 games 
with at least one point (14-0-4), 
which tied for the second-longest 
in franchise history. 

“At some point it’s going to 
happen. Hopefully we realize we 
need to be good from when they 
drop the puck,” Bruins center Pa¬ 
trice Bergeron said. “We weren’t 
moving our feet at the beginning. 
We had no forecheck or sustained 
pressure.” 

Penguins 5, Sharks 2: Evgeni 


Malkin got his 12th career hat 
trick and Bryan Rust scored two 
goals as surging Pittsburgh ral¬ 
lied past visiting San Jose. 

Jets 3, Lightning 1: Michael 
Hutchinson made 23 saves in his 
first NHL start of the season to 
help host Winnipeg beat league¬ 
leading Tampa Bay. 

Golden Knights 4 , Flames 2: 
Jonathan Marchessault got the 
go-ahead goal and added an as¬ 
sist as visiting Vegas scored three 
times in the final two minutes to 
stun Calgary. 

Wild 3, Blue Jackets 2 (SO): 

Zach Parise and Chris Stewart 
scored in the shootout as visiting 
Minnesota topped Columbus. 

Panthers 4 , Islanders 1: Harri 
Sateri stopped 32 shots for his 
first career victory and visiting 
Florida beat New York. 

Hurricanes 2, Senators 1: 
Sebastian Aho and Victor Rask 
scored in the third period as host 
Carolina edged slumping Ottawa. 

Devils 3, Sabres 1: Taylor 
Hall scored in his first game after 
missing three with an injury to 
his right hand, and visiting New 
Jersey snapped a four-game skid 
with a win over Buffalo. 

Blues 3, Canadiens 1: Carter 
Hutton made 33 saves and Ivan 
Barbashev broke a scoreless tie 
in the second period to help host 
St. Louis defeat Montreal. 

Blackhawks 2, Predators 1: 
Anton Forsberg made 42 saves, 
and Vinnie Hinostroza had a goal 
and an assist in visiting Chicago’s 
victory over Nashville. 

Kings 3, Stars 0: Darcy Kue- 
mper made 28 saves in his ninth 
career shutout, leading visiting 
Los Angeles over Dallas. 

Canucks 4 , Avalanche 3 (OT): 
Sven Baertschi scored 1:07 into 
overtime and host Vancouver de¬ 
feated Colorado. 



Winslow Townson/AP 


The Anaheim Ducks’ Adam Henrique celebrates his first-period goal 
against the Bruins with teammate Rickard Rakell Tuesday’s game in 
Boston. Henrique scored two goals in the Ducks’ 3-1 victory. 


Eastern Conference 


Tampa Bay 

Boston 

Toronto 

Florida 

Detroit 

Montreal 

Ottawa 

Buffalo 


Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

. 71 176 128 


48 29 11 

51 28 18 

48 20 22 

48 19 21 

50 20 24 

48 15 24 

50 14 27 . 

Metropolitan Division 
Washington 49 29 15 5 63 150 138 

Dif+chi imh Cl IQ ..... . 


66 157 119 
61 162 146 
46 136 159 
46 126 146 
46 130 159 
39 125 168 
37 115 166 


Pittsburgh 52 28 
New Jersey 49 25 16 

Columbus 50 27 19 

Philadelphia 49 24 17 

N.Y. Rangers 50 25 20 
N.Y. Islanders 51 25 21 
Carolina 50 23 19 


59 156 155 
58 147 147 
58 133 140 
56 141 141 
55 153 151 
55 173 184 
54 139 155 


Western Conference 


Winnipeg 

Nashville 

St. Louis 

Dallas 

Minnesota 

Colorado 

Chicago 


Central Division 
— - OT Pts GF GA 

' 68 167 137 


51 30 13 

48 29 12 7 

52 31 18 3 

51 28 19 4 

50 27 18 5 

49 27 18 4 

50 24 19 7 

Pacific Division 
■" 33 12 4 

26 16 7 


65 146 125 
65 151 131 
60 155 137 
59 147 142 
58 160 143 
55 148 137 


70 168 130 
59 145 138 
59 142 121 
59 144 142 
58 139 139 
47 135 157 
46 131 162 
33 118 172 


Vegas 
San Jose 

Los Angeles 50 27 

Anaheim 51 25 

Calgary 50 25 

Edmonton 49 22 24 

Vancouver 50 20 24 

Arizona 50 12 29 _ _ 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Monday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Tuesday’s games 
Minnesota 3, Columbus 2, SO 
Pittsburgh 5, San Jose 2 
Florida 4, N.Y. Islanders 1 
Anaheim 3, Boston 1 
Carolina 2, Ottawa 1 
New Jersey 3, Buffalo 1 
Winnipeg 3, Tampa Bay 1 
St. Louis 3, Montreal 1 
Chicago 2, Nashville 1 
Los Angeles 3, Dallas 0 
Vegas 4, Calgary 2 
Vancouver 4, Colorado 3, OT 
Wednesday’s games 
N.Y. Islanders at Toronto 
San Jose at Detroit 
Philadelphia at Washington 
Thursday’s games 
Toronto at N.Y. Rangers 
Montreal at Carolina 
St. Louis at Boston 
Florida at Buffalo 
Anaheim at Ottawa 
Philadelphia at New Jersey 
Vegas at Winnipeg 
Los Angeles at Nashville 
Tampa Bay at Calgary 
Dallas at Arizona 
Colorado at Edmonton 
Chicago at Vancouver 

Friday’s games 
Washington at Pittsburgh 
Detroit at Carolina 
San Jose at Columbus 
Vegas at Minnesota 

Tuesday 

Panthers 4, Islanders 1 

Florida 1 1 2-4 

N.Y. Islanders 0 0 1-1 

First Period— 1, Florida, Matheson 5 
(Pysyk, Sceviour), 8:57. 

Second Period— 2, Florida, Dadonov 
11, 14:40. 

Third Period-3, Florida, Yandle 5 (Tro- 
check), 4:14. 4, N.Y. Islanders, Pelech 2 
(Chimera, Bailey), 5:09. 5, Florida, Huber- 
deau 17 (Trocheck), 18:49. 

Shots on Goal— Florida 12-16-12-40. 
N.Y. Islanders 7-10-16-33. 

Power-play opportunities— Florida 0 
of 0; N.Y. Islanders 0 of 1. 

Goalies— Florida, Sateri 1-3-0 (33 

shots-32 saves). N.Y. Islanders, Halak 15- 
15-3 (39-36). 

A—10,423 (15,795). T-2:21. 

Devils 3, Sabres 1 

New Jersey 0 1 2—3 

Buffalo 0 0 1-1 

Second Period —1, New Jersey, Wood 
14 (Palmieri, Butcher), 5:49. 

Third Period-2, New Jersey, Hall 18 
(Hischier, Bratt), 5:31. 3, Buffalo, McCabe 
3 (O’Reilly), 14:58 (pp). 4, New Jersey, 
Palmieri 9,19:54. 

Shots on Goal— New Jersey 9-10-9—28. 
Buffalo 11-7-10-28. 

Power-play opportunities— New Jer¬ 
sey 0 of 0; Buffalo 1 of 4. 

Goalies— New Jersey, Kinkaid 8-4-2 (28 
shots-27 saves). Buffalo, Lehner 11-19-6 
(27-25). 

A-17,460 (19,070). T-2:22. 

Hurricanes 2, Senators 1 

Ottawa 0 10-1 

Carolina 0 0 2—2 

Second Period —1, Ottawa, Pageau 7 
(Karlsson, Smith), 18:48. 

Third Period— 2, Carolina, Aho 17 (Sta- 
al, Teravainen), 1:49. 3, Carolina, Rask 12 
(Williams, Hanifin), 11:32 (pp). 

Shots on Goal— Ottawa 10-12-8-30. 
Carolina 8-18-13-39. 

Power-play opportunities— Ottawa 0 
of 1; Carofina 1 of 3. 

Goalies— Ottawa, Anderson 12-17-5 
(39 shots-37 saves). Carolina, Ward 14-6- 
2 (30-29). 

A—11,448 (18,680). T-2:23. 



Jeff McIntosh, The Canadian Press/AP 

Vegas Golden Knights goalie Marc-Andre Fleury blocks the net on a 
shot from the Flames during Tuesday’ game in Calgary, Alberta. 


Ducks 3, Bruins 1 

Anaheim 2 0 1—3 

Boston 0 0 1—1 

First Period— 1, Anaheim, Silfverberg 
12 (Rakell, Fowler), 9:04. 2, Anaheim, 
Henrique 14 (Rakell, Fowler), 13:59 (pp). 

Third Period— 3, Boston, Spooner 8 
(Krug, Pastrnak), 19:18. 4, Anaheim, Hen¬ 
rique 15,19:53. 

Shots on Goal— Anaheim 15-4-8—27. 
Boston 5-13-13-31. 

Power-play opportunities— Anaheim 1 
Of 2; Boston 0 of 4. 

Goalies— Anaheim, R.Miller 6-2-4 (6 
shots-5 saves), Gibson 18-14-5 (25-25). 
Boston, Khudobin 10-3-4 (26-24). 

A-17,565 (17,565). T-2:34. 

Blues 3, Canadiens 1 

Montreal 0 0 1-1 

St. Louis 0 1 2-3 

Second Period— 1, St. Louis, Barba¬ 
shev 2, 4:38. 

Third Period— 2, St. Louis, Berglund 
7 (Thompson, Parayko), 5:14 (pp). 3, St. 
Louis, Steen 11 (Brodziak), 17:43 (sh). 
4, Montreal, Hudon 7 (Gallagher), 18:53 
(PP). 

Shots on Goal— Montreal 11-10-13—34. 
St. Louis 8-14-9-31. 

Power-play opportunities— Montreal 
1 of 3; St. Louis 1 of 3. 

Goalies— Montreal, Price 14-18-4 (30 
shots-28 saves). St. Louis, Hutton 13-4-1 
(34-33). 

A— 18,149 (19,150). T— 2:30. 

Blackhawks 2, Predators 1 

Chicago 1 1 0—2 

Nashville 0 1 0-1 

First Period— 1, Chicago, Kampf 2 (Ju- 
rco, Hinostroza), 3:03. 

Second Period— 2, Nashville, Turris 
9 (Hartnell, Smith), 2:12. 3, Chicago, Hi¬ 
nostroza 5 (Schmaltz, Kane), 14:33. 

Shots on Goal— Chicago 9-13-9—31. 
Nashville 8-13-22-43. 

Power-play opportunities— Chicago 0 
of 2; Nashville 0 of 1. 

Goalies— Chicago, Forsberg 5-7-3 (43 
shots-42 saves). Nashville, Saros 5-4-4 
(31-29). 

A-17,172 (17,113). T-2:28. 

Jets 3, Lightning 1 

Tampa Bay 1 0 0—1 

Winnipeg 0 2 1—3 

First Period— 1, Tampa Bay, Peca 1 
(Dotchin, Point), 19:31. 

Second Period— 2, Winnipeg, Laine 23 
(Byfuglien, Wheeler), 3:30 (pp). 3, Winni¬ 
peg, Connor 16 (Myers, Wheeler), 8:35. 

Third Period— 4, Winnipeg, Little 11 
(Perreault, Ehlers), 14:35. 

Shots on Goal— Tampa Bay 9-6-9—24. 
Winnipeg 10-15-12-37. 

Power-play opportunities— Tampa 
Bay 0 of 4; Winnipeg 1 of 4. 

Goalies— Tampa Bay, Domingue 2-7-0 
(37 shots-34 saves). Winnipeg, Hutchin¬ 
son 1-0-0 (24-23). 

A—15,321 (15,294). T-2:28. 

Kings 3, Stars 0 

Los Angeles 1 1 1—3 

Dallas 0 0 0-0 

First Period —1, Los Angeles, LaDue 1 
(Kopitar, lafallo), 3:05. 

Second Period— 2, Los Angeles, 
Doughty 8 (Kopitar, Muzzin), 5:09 (pp). 

Third Period— 3, Los Angeles, Marti¬ 
nez 5 (Mitchell, Pearson), 1:05. 

Shots on Goal— Los Angeles 12-15-15- 
42. Dallas 8-12-8-28. 

Power-play opportunities— Los Ange¬ 
les 1 of 3; Dallas Oof 4. 

Goalies— Los Angeles, Kuemper 7-1-3 
(28 shots-28 saves). Dallas, Bishop 21-14- 
3 (42-39). 

A-17,655 (18,532). T-2:32. 


Golden Knights 4, Flames 2 

/egas 
lalgary 
First 


1 0 3-4 
Calgary 0 2 0—2 

First Period- 1, Vegas, R.Smith 13 
(Marchessault, Karlsson), 16:03 (pp). 

Second Period— 2, Calgary, Bennett 7 
(Brouwer), 6:02. 3, Calgary, Tkachuk 17 
(Frolik, Hamilton), 18:43. 

Third Period— 4, Vegas, Haula 18, 
18:14. 5, Vegas, Marchessault 18 (Karls¬ 
son, R.Smith), 18:24. 6, Vegas, Perron 12 
(Bellemare, Theodore), 19:07. 

Shots on Goal-Vegas 10-14-11—35. 
Calgary 12-10-11-33. 

Power-play opportunities— Vegas 1 of 
2; Calgary 0 of 3. 

Goalies-Vegas, Fleury 13-4-2 (33 

shots-31 saves). Calgary, M.Smith 20-14- 
6 (34-31). 

A-19,289 (19,289). T-2:28. 

Penguins 5, Sharks 2 

San Jose 0 2 0—2 

Pittsburgh 1 1 3-5 

First Period —1, Pittsburgh, Rust 5 
(Cole, Sheahan), 11:09. 

Second Period— 2, San Jose, Burns 8 
(Donskoi, Boedker), 10:00 (pp). 3, San 
Jose, Couture 21 (Pavelski, Hertl), 18:35 
(pp). 4, Pittsburgh, Malkin 24 (Kessel), 
19:55. 

Third Period-5, Pittsburgh, Malkin 25 
(Hornqvist), 6:01. 6, Pittsburgh, Rust 6 
(Letang, Kuhnhackl), 13:58. 7, Pittsburgh, 
Malkin 26 (Crosby, Rust), 18:47. 

Shots on Goal— San Jose 13-23-6—42. 
Pittsburgh 11-10-10-31. 

Power-play opportunities— San Jose 2 
of 5; Pittsburgh Oof3. 

Goalies— San Jose, Jones 14-12-4 (30 
shots-26 saves). Pittsburgh, Murray 16- 
12-1 (42-40). 

A-18,469 (18,387). T-2:35. 

Wild 3, Blue Jackets 2 (SO) 


011 0-3 
Columbus 10 1 0—2 

Minnesota won shootout 2-1 

First Period— 1, Columbus, Savard 3 
(Panarin, Kukan), 1:16. 

Second Period— 2, Minnesota, Zucker 
20 (Granlund, Brodin), 4:25 (pp). 

Third Period— 3, Minnesota, Coyle 5 
(Dumba), 12:10. 4, Columbus, Panarin 13 
(Atkinson, Jones), 14:48 (pp). 

Shootout— Minnesota 2 (Stewart G, 
Coyle NG, Koivu NG, Parise G), Columbus 
1 (Atkinson NG, Panarin G, Jokinen NG, 
Wennberg NG). 

Shots on Goal— Minnesota 11-20-9- 
3-43. Columbus 6-11-9-4-30. 

Power-play opportunities —Minnesota 
1 of 2; Columbus 1 of 3. 


Goalies— Minnesota, Dubnyk 19-10- 
3 (30 shots-28 saves). Columbus, Bo¬ 
brovsky 22-15-4 (43-41). 

A-17,734 (18,500). T-2:44. 

Canucks 4, Avalanche 3 (OT) 

Colorado 0 3 0 0—3 

Vancouver 2 0 1 1—4 

First Period— 1, Vancouver, Horvat 11 
(Tanev, Vanek), 6:36. 2, Vancouver, Del 
Zotto 3 (Virtanen, Tanev), 11:45. 

Second Period— 3, Colorado, Compher 
9 (MacKinnon, Johnson), 4:20. 4, Colo¬ 
rado, Landeskog 18 (Rantanen, Barrie), 
6:22. 5, Colorado, Landeskog 19 (Girard, 
Rantanen), 15:05 (pp). 

Third Period— 6, Vancouver, D.Sedin 12 
(H.Sedin, Boeser), 2:00 (pp). 

Overtime— 7, Vancouver, Baertschi 11 
(Sutter, Tanev), 1:07. 

Shots on Goal— Colorado 11-10-9—30. 
Vancouver 8-11-6-1—26. 

Power-play opportunities— Colorado 
1 of 4; Vancouver 1 of 4. 

Goalies— Colorado, Bernier 14-9-2 (26 
shots-22 saves). Vancouver, Markstrom 
14-16-5 (30-27). 

A-18,257 (18,910). T-2:22. 
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HIGH SCHOOL: DODEA PACIFIC 


For some wrestlers, throw big or go home 


Power lifters likely to be a highlight 
along with battle for Far East titles 


By Dave Ornauer 
Stars and Stripes 



Dave ORNAUER/Stars and Stripes 


Kinnick’s Darius Swenson lifts and scores a two-point throw on Perry’s Andrew Borrero in the 158- 
pound championship match at the 25th Nile C. Kinnick Invitational “Beast of the Far East” Wrestling 
Tournament. Swenson beat Borrero by decision 9-6. 


YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — It’s that occasional huge 
throw, a wrestler lifting an oppo¬ 
nent completely off his feet and 
hurling him back to the mat, that 
draws ooohs and aaahs from ob¬ 
servers who can’t help but stand 
up and take note. 

Only during this Pacific high 
school wrestling season, there 
have been enough of them — five 
alone in the one-day “Beast of 
the Far East” three weeks ago, 
two during the 158-pound final 
— that they’ve almost become old 
hat, and could make those same 
spectators simply shrug. 

The current crop of throwers 
has several coaches suggesting 
they may be as much of a high¬ 
light at this week’s Far East tour¬ 
nament as the chase for individual 
titles and team banners. 

Competition begins Thursday 
morning at Yokosuka’s George I. 
Purdy Memorial Fitness & Sports 
Center. Most coaches say the 
best athletes should come from 
the 129- and 158-pound weight 
classes. 

Seoul American coach Ben Pak 
calls the 158-pound class, featur¬ 
ing last year’s Far East Outstand¬ 
ing Wrestler Hunter Lane of 
Daegu, “the most exciting weight 
class.” 

It also features Kinnick’s Darius 
Swenson and Perry’s Andrew Bor¬ 
rero, who are also throw-capable. 

“Anybody can be thrown [at 
129 pounds] if you’re not careful,” 
Pak said of a weight class that 
has three Far East champions: 
Kadena’s Demetrio Delarosa, 


Kinnick’s Lucas Wirth and Rio 
Lemkuil of four-time defending 
D-I team champion St. Mary’s. 

“It’s been exciting this year,” 
Kinnick coach Gary Wilson said. 

He agrees with Pak that 158 
and 129 could be the deepest, 
strongest, best-contended weights 
at Far East. 

In addition to Borrero, Swenson 
and Lane, St. Mary’s Ryo Sawa 
and Kubasaki’s Jacob McConville, 
among others, could contend at 
158. 

“We have some seriously good 
athletes there,” Wilson said. 

While brute strength reigns at 
158, the 129-pound group features 
“lots of technical skill,” Wilson 
said. In addition to Wirth, Lem¬ 
kuil and Delarosa, Humphreys’ 
Dylan Rix, Kubasaki’s James 
Carpenter, ASIJ’s Egan Sadler 
and Edgren’s Raphael Gomez are 
considered title challengers. 

“That Edgren kid is as tough as 
nails,” Wilson said of Gomez. 

“Pound-for-pound, he’s the 
strongest kid out there,” said Wil¬ 
son’s assistant coach, Dan Joley. 

In addition to breathtaking 
throws, there is the matter of con¬ 
tending for the six placements 
in the 13 weight classes. Team 
points are awarded on a 12-9-7-5- 
3-1 basis for the individual tour¬ 
nament, which spans the first day 
and a half of the event. 

While individual wrestlers 
compete with one another re¬ 
gardless of division, team cham¬ 
pions are crowned in Divisions I 
and II. St. Mary’s is trying for a 
tournament-record fifth straight 
D-I team title, and is currently 
second in total team titles with 16, 
trailing Kubasaki (25). 


The dual-meet tournament fol¬ 
lows, starting Friday afternoon 
and concluding Saturday at Kin¬ 
nick High School’s gym with the 
championship meets in Divisions 
I and II. 

On paper, the Titans trail host 


Kinnick “by a few points,” said St. 
Mary’s coach Shu Yabui, a former 
three-time Far East champion. “It 
will come down to us and Kinn¬ 
ick, a few of those weight classes, 
a few of those bouts,” he said. 

“Every year, it always comes 


down to one match” and not nec¬ 
essarily involving a coach’s own 
wrestler, Wilson said. “We’ll be 
looking for a few upsets along the 
way.” 

ornauer.dave@stri pes.com 
Twitter @ornauer_stripes 


Far East basketball scoreboard 


Far East basketball 
combined tournaments 

Wednesday’s games 

Christian Academy Japan 49, Zion 
Christian 41 

Seoul American 68, Edgren 61 
Kadena 54, Okinawa Christian 33 
Yokota 61, Daegu 44 
American School In Japan 74, Perry 28 
E.J. King 83, American School of Bang¬ 
kok 71 

Kubasaki 59, Osan 30 
Humphreys 60, Seoul American 31 
Kinnick 75, CAJ 46 
Zama 45, St. Mary’s 34 
Kadena 61, Yokota 34 
ASIJ 65, King 46 

Humphreys 66, Kubasaki 55 OT 
Kinnick 70, Zama 52 

Consolation 

Okinawa Christian 76, Daegu 47 
Bangkok 73, Perry 31 
Osan 60, Seoul American 55 
St. Mary’s 37, CAJ 31 

Thursday’s games 
Consolation 
Yokota vs. Zama, 8 a.m. 

King vs. Kubasaki, 8 a.m. 

Zion Christian vs. Edgren, 9:30 a.m. 
Okinawa Christian vs. Bangkok, 11 

Osan vs. St. Mary’s, 11 a.m. 

Seoul American vs. CAJ, 12:30 p.m. 
Daegu vs. Perry, 12:30 p.m. 

Semifinals 

Kadena vs. Kinnick, 9:30 a.m. 

ASIJ vs. Humphreys, 11 a.m. 

Ninth place: TBD, 2 p.m. 

Seventh place: TBD, 2 p.m. 

Fifth place: TBD, 2 p.m. 

Third place: Semifinal losers, 3:30 


Girls 

Wednesday’s games 

Bangkok 39, Zion Christian 13 
ASIJ 30, Osan 18 
Kinnick 49, Daegu 34 
Edgren 43, Kubasaki 8 
Kadena 44, Humphreys 6 
CAJ 31, Sacred Heart 12 
King 46, Seoul American 34 
Yokota 23, Zama 8 
Bangkok 36, ASIJ 33 
Kinnick 22, Edgren 20 
Kadena 33, CAJ 24 
Yokota 27, King 17 

Consolation 
Zama 26, Perry 8 
Zion 42, Daegu 34 
Kubasaki 28, Osan 25 OT 
Seoul American 24, Humphreys 12 
Zama 32, Sacred Heart 15 
Thursday’s games 
Consolation 

Zion Christian vs. Kubasaki, 9 a.m. 
Seoul American vs. Zama, 9 a.m. 
Daegu vs. Osan, 10 a.m. 

Humphreys vs. Sacred Heart, 10 a.m. 
ASIJ vs. Edgren, 11 a.m. 

Christian Academy Japan vs. E.J. King, 
11 a.m. 

Semifinals 

American School of Bangkok vs. Kin- 

Kadena vs. Yokota, noon 
13th place: Daegu-Osan winner vs. 
Humphreys-Sacred Heart winner, 1 p.m. 

Ninth place: Zion Christian-Kubasaki 
winner vs. Seoul American-Zama winner, 


Fifth place: ASIJ-Edgren winner vs. 
CAJ-King winner, 2 p.m. 

Third place: Semifinal losers, 2 p.m. 

Championship 
Semifinal winners, 4 p.m. 



Hanna ERVASTi/Special to Stars and Stripes 


Kadena’s Owen Sinning shoots between the 
Okinawa Christian International defense during 
Wednesday’s boys combined Far East tournament 
game. The Panthers won 54-33. 


Far East Wrestling at a glance 

Dates — Thursday-Saturday. 

Site — Yokosuka Naval Base, Japan. 

Participating teams — Division I: Kinnick, St. Mary’s, Ameri¬ 
can School In Japan, Seoul American, Kadena, Kubasaki. Di¬ 
vision II: Edgren, Zama, Yokota, Perry, E.J. King, Humphreys, 
Osan, Daegu. 

Returning Far East champions — Kojiro VanHoose, 108, Osan; 
Rio Lemkuil, 122, St. Mary’s (two-time champion); Lucas Wirth, 
Kinnick (champion in 2015 and 2016); Devoney Stanley, 129, Kin¬ 
nick; Hunter Lane, 148, Daegu (2017 tournament Outstanding 
Wrestler); Demetrio Delarosa, Kadena (champion in 2016). 

Favorites and contenders 

101 — His to lose: Caleb Heino, Yokota. In the hunt: John Lan- 
zilotta, Kinnick; Jasjot Bedi, St. Mary’s. 

108 — His to lose: Eiji Kasahara, St. Mary’s. In the hunt: Grant 
Rogers, Kadena; Joe Frazier, CAJ. Sleeper: Chris DeGrella, Yo¬ 
kota. 

115 — His to lose: Luis Veliz, Kubasaki. In the hunt: Sam 
Lister, Humphreys; Kaiden Meyer, Yokota; Harold Mancia, St. 
Mary’s. Sleeper: Ira Kadet, ASIJ. 

122 — His to lose: Kojiro VanHoose, Osan. In the hunt: Tat- 
suhito Matsumoto, St. Mary’s; Ben Lister, Humphreys. Sleeper: 
Kaleb Wallace, Kadena. 

129 — His to lose: Tossup between Kinnick’s Lucas Wirth and 
St. Mary’s Rio Lemkuil. In the hunt: Egan Sadler, ASIJ; Raphael 
Gomez, Edgren; Dylan Rix, Humphreys; James Carpenter, Kuba¬ 
saki. Sleeper: Demetrio Delarosa, Kadena. 

135 — His to lose: Devoney Stanley, Kinnick. In the hunt: Dai 
Matsumoto, St. Mary’s; Connor Brennan, Kubasaki. Sleeper: Pe¬ 
ter Teachout, Humphreys. 

141 — His to lose: Rin Zoot, ASIJ. In the hunt: Koby Karl, Ku¬ 
basaki; Jihoon Seo, St. Mary’s; Mason Smith, Kinnick. Sleeper: 
Jacob Berry, Daegu. 

148 — His to lose: Jacob Castro, Kinnick. In the hunt: Mason 
Graydon, Perry; Nishant Chanda, St. Mary’s; Luke Moseley, Ku¬ 
basaki. Sleeper: Gavin Jackson, Daegu. 

158 — His to lose: Hunter Lane, Daegu. In the hunt: Darius 
Swenson, Kinnick; Ryo Sawa, St. Mary’s; Andrew Borrero, Perry. 
Sleeper: Jacob McConville, Kubasaki. 

168 — His to lose: Austin Koslow, St. Mary’s. In the hunt: Ka- 
meron Leon Guerrero, Kinnick; Oakley Mueller, Kubasaki; Ze- 
non Sadler, ASIJ. Sleeper: Amon Manville, Seoul. 

180 — His to lose: Alex Patton, St. Mary’s. In the hunt: Nick 
Burwell, Kubasaki; Tyler Ryer, Kinnick. Sleeper: Erich Gries, 
Humphreys. 

215 — His to lose: Chris Mason, Kinnick. In the hunt: Noah 
Dobberfuhl, ASIJ; Nilay Hingarh, St. Mary’s. Sleeper: Brenton 
Carver, Seoul. 

Heavyweight — His to lose: Marshall China, Perry. In the 
hunt: Cameron Joley, Kinnick; Jalen Harrison, Yokota. 















Page 28 


mmmmmmn 


Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, February 1,2018 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL/NFL 


Top 25 roundup 

Young, OU hold off Baylor 



Charlie Riedel/AP 


Two people with direct knowledge of the trade say the Kansas 
City Chiefs have agreed to deal quarterback Alex Smith to the 
Washington Redskins for cornerback Kendall Fuller and a third-round 
draft pick. 

Redskins acquire 
Chiefs QB Smith 

Washington deals Fuller, third-round pick 


Associated. Press 

NORMAN, Okla. — Only one 
thing was going to slow Oklaho¬ 
ma point guard Trae Young’s of¬ 
fensive onslaught Tuesday night. 

“He got subbed out,” Baylor 
coach Scott Drew quipped. “Put 
up the white flag, and they took 
him out for a second.” 

Young scored 31 of his 44 points 
in the second half to help No. 12 
Oklahoma hold off Baylor 98-96. 
The freshman, who leads the na¬ 
tion in scoring and assists, scored 
at least 40 points for the fourth 
time this season and the third 
time in the past six games. 

Young, just 6-foot-2 and 180 
pounds, is best known for mak¬ 
ing deep three-pointers and high¬ 
light-reel passes. Against Baylor, 
he focused on attacking the basket 
and made 16 of 19 free throws. 

“Trae Young is a special play¬ 
er,” Drew said. “His three-point 
shot is obviously elite. What we 
tried to do was not get him on the 
free-throw line. As you can see, 
we weren’t effective there.” 

Young made 11 of 20 shots from 
the field, including 6 of 11 three- 
pointers, in one of his best shoot¬ 
ing games of the season. He was 
criticized by some for his 48-point 
outburst against Oklahoma State 
because he took 39 shots and the 
Sooners lost. He learned his les¬ 
son and has been more selective 
with his shots since, though he 
wowed the crowd with several 
deep threes against Baylor. 

“I don’t think you can say I was 
inefficient tonight,” Young said. 
“I remember against Oklahoma 
State, I had a lot of points but 
wasn’t efficient. But I was glad 
that I was very efficient and my 
teammates did a great job of scor¬ 
ing as well.” 

Rashard Odomes scored 18 
points, Brady Manek had 16 and 


Khadeem Lattin added 15 for the 
Sooners (16-5, 6-3 Big 12). 

“When they’re knocking down 
shots, it’s a lot easier for me to 
score, and they did a great job of 
that tonight,” Young said. 

Young was more effective clos¬ 
er to the hoop than he had been in 
recent games. Against Oklahoma 
State, for example, he made just 6 
of 19 shots inside the three-point 
line. 

“I’m just wanting to make the 
right play,” he said. “I saw some 
gaps early on in the game. Got 
the bigs involved off some pick- 
and-rolls and things like that. 
Just wanted to be aggressive and 
make the right play.” 

Oklahoma played short-handed 
— guard Christian James was out 
with the flu, and forward Jamuni 
McNeace played limited minutes 
because of an ankle injury. 

Manu Lecomte scored 29 
points and Nuni Omot scored 23 
for Baylor (12-10, 2-7), which lost 
its fourth straight. 

No. 20 Clemson 82, No. 19 
North Carolina 78: Marcquise 
Reed had 20 points, including the 
go-ahead three-pointer after his 
team blew a 16-point lead, and the 
host Tigers ended a 10-game los¬ 
ing streak to the Tar Heels. 

Clemson (18-4, 7-3 Atlantic 
Coast Conference) was up 44-28 
at the half and looked like it would 
cruise to its first win over North 
Carolina (16-7, 5-5) since January 
2010. Instead, Cameron Johnson 
and Joel Berry II rallied UNC 
back, with Berry’s jumper tying it 
at 74 with 2:03 to play. 

No. 6 Xavier 73, St. John’s 68: 
Trevon Bluiett scored 14 points to 
lead the visiting Musketeers over 
the Red Storm. 

Bluiett was one of four players 
in double-figure scoring for Xavi¬ 
er (20-3, 8-2 Big East). Kerem 
Ranter and Quentin Goodin each 


had 13 points, and J.R Macura 
added 11. 

No. 11 Auburn 79, Mississip¬ 
pi 70: Bryce Brown scored 19 of 
his 23 points in the second half to 
lead the visiting Tigers. 

Auburn (20-2,8-1 Southeastern 
Conference) beat Ole Miss for the 
second time this season. Brown 
made 9 of 16 shots from the field, 
including three three-pointers. 

No. 17 Ohio State 71, Indi¬ 
ana 56: Jae’Sean Tate scored 16 
points and the host Buckeyes took 
control early in cruising to a win 
over the Hoosiers. 

Kaleb Wesson added 14 points 
and Keita Bates-Diop had 13 
points and 13 rebounds as 
Ohio State (19-5, 10-1 Big Ten) 
bounced back from last week’s 
buzzer-beater loss to Penn State 
that dropped it three places in the 
AP Top 25 poll. 

No. 22 Rhode Island 85, Mas¬ 
sachusetts 83: Jeff Dowtin had 
19 points and 10 assists, and the 
Rams escaped with a win after 
the host Minutemen botched an 
intentional missed free throw in 
the final seconds. 

Rhode Island (18-3,10-0 Atlan¬ 
tic 10) led by three with 1.8 sec¬ 
onds left when UMass’ Luwane 
Pipkins went to the free-throw 
line. Pipkins made the first shot 
and missed the second on pur¬ 
pose, but he was called for a lane 
violation while grabbing the re¬ 
bound after throwing the ball off 
the front of the rim. 

Georgia 72, No. 23 Florida 60: 
Yante Maten scored 20 points and 
the host Bulldogs recovered after 
blowing a halftime lead. 

Florida (15-7, 6-3 Southeast¬ 
ern Conference) began the night 
in second place in the SEC, one 
game behind No. 11 Auburn. 

Georgia (13-8, 4-5) had lost 
three straight and five of six.\ 


By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Kansas City 
has agreed to trade quarterback 
Alex Smith to Washington, a 
move that spells the end of Kirk 
Cousins’ time with the Redskins 
and hands the Chiefs’ job to Pat¬ 
rick Mahomes. 

Two people with direct knowl¬ 
edge of the deal confirmed the 
move to The Associated Press on 
Tuesday night on condition of an¬ 
onymity because the transaction 
can’t be completed until the start 
of the new league year in March. 
One person told the AP the Red¬ 
skins had agreed to a four-year 
extension with Smith, who had 
one year left on his contract. 

Smith, who turns 34 in May, 
spent the past five seasons with 
the Chiefs, leading them to the 
playoffs four times while throw¬ 
ing for 102 touchdowns and 33 
interceptions. He carries a $17 
million salary-cap hit for 2018. 

Kansas City saves cap space 
and can turn to Mahomes, the 
10th pick in last year’s draft out 
of Texas Tech, as its new starter. 

Smith becomes Washington’s 
new franchise quarterback after 
throwing for 31,888 yards and 183 
touchdowns in 12 NFL seasons 
with the San Francisco 49ers and 
Chiefs. 

Smith is “one of the best com¬ 
petitors and teammates I’ve ever 
been around,” Chiefs tight end 
Travis Kelce posted on Twitter. 
“Someone who I owe a lot of my 
success to, and a guy that’s been 
a class act through all the ups n 
downs.” 

The Redskins acquired Smith 
and signed him to the kind of 
long-term deal they balked at 
with Cousins, who became the 
first QB to play back-to-back sea¬ 


sons on the franchise tag. Cous¬ 
ins can become a free agent next 
month at age 29. 

“Nothing really surprises 
me anymore,” Redskins tight 
end Niles Paul tweeted. Former 
Redskins QB Robert Griffin III 
tweeted: “Some how...Some way... 
they will blame this on me. No 
doubt.” 

Cousins, drafted by the Red¬ 
skins in the fourth round out of 
Michigan State in 2012—the same 
year they traded up to Griffin 
with the No 2 pick — likely leaves 
Washington with the fourth-most 
passing yards in franchise his¬ 
tory, more than 16,000. 

Under coach Jay Gruden, Cous¬ 
ins became the first Redskins QB 
to start all 16 games for three 
consecutive seasons. He threw 
for at least 4,000 yards in each, 
while totaling 81 touchdowns and 
36 interceptions. But Washington 
only played in one playoff game 
during that span, going 9-7, 8-7-1 
and, most recently, 7-9 in Cous¬ 
ins’ time as a starter. 

Cousins has been the biggest 
question hovering over Washing¬ 
ton’s offseason — and, indeed, 
hovering over the whole organi¬ 
zation for a couple of years as the 
team failed to sign him to a long¬ 
term deal. 

According to ESPN, Wash¬ 
ington is sending a third-round 
draft pick and cornerback Ken¬ 
dall Fuller to Kansas City in the 
trade, which cannot be finalized 
until March 14. The Kansas City 
Star first reported the deal. 

This is the second time a team 
coached by Andy Reid has traded 
a 33-year-old QB to the Redskins. 
Reid’s Philadelphia Eagles dealt 
Donovan McNabb to Washington 
in 2010 for second- and third- 
round picks. 



Sue Ogrocki/AP 


Oklahoma guard Trae Young, center, shoots between Baylor guard King McClure, left, and guard Jake 
Lindsey during the second half Tuesday in Norman, Okla. The Sooners won 98-96. 
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Steady Pederson closes in on elusive title 


By Rob Maaddi 

Associated Press 

BLOOMINGTON, Minn. — Doug Ped¬ 
erson is one win away from bringing Phil¬ 
adelphia the elusive Super Bowl title his 
mentor couldn’t deliver. 

If the Eagles (15-3) beat New England 
(15-3) on Sunday, Pederson will hoist the 
Vince Lombardi Trophy and Philadel¬ 
phia will celebrate its first NFL title since 
beating Lombardi’s Green Bay Packers in 
1960. 

No one saw this coming two years ago. 

After abruptly firing Chip Kelly, Eagles 
owner Jeffery Lurie longed for a coach 
more like the one he used to have: Andy 
Reid. Even though Reid failed to win the 
big game during his 14-year tenure in 
Philadelphia, he won more games than 
any coach in franchise history and led the 
Eagles to nine playoff appearances, five 
NFC title games and a Super Bowl loss to 
the Patriots. 

Reid also had a close relationship with 
Lurie, was well-liked by the players and 
instilled a family atmosphere. That culture 
was an important element for Lurie. The 
environment had changed under Kelly, 
who was 26-21 in three seasons. Though he 
was an innovative coach, Kelly didn’t con¬ 
nect well with all his players and members 
of the organization. 

So Lurie went back to what he knew and 
hired Pederson, Reid’s protege. 

Lurie was quite familiar with Pederson, 
who was a quarterback for Reid with the 
Eagles in 1999 and then an assistant coach 
on his staff in Philadelphia and Kansas 
City. 


I love being around 
these guys, and I’m going 
to pour my life into these 
players. f 

Doug Pederson 

Philadelphia Eagles head coach 


Other coaches had more impressive 
resumes, but Lurie liked Pederson’s 
intangibles. 

“I spent a lot of time with players at the 
end of that (2015) season and I thought 
what was really needed was a kind of lead¬ 
ership that leads with a genuineness, a 
real genuineness,” Lurie said. “And people 
laughed when I used the term ‘emotional 
intelligence,’ but that’s probably a really 
good way to describe it. 

“There’s a lot of great coaches. They 
all have their different styles, but the one 
common ground among them all is abso¬ 
lute consistency and genuineness. And 
Doug Pederson is just himself. And at 
times that’s very humble, and at times it’s 
just very real. At times that’s very bright. 
At times it’s tough. But he does it in a true, 
genuine way and I think players really re¬ 
spond to that in today’s world.” 

Naturally, Pederson learned from Reid. 

“Being around him, he’s the same day in 
and day out,” Pederson said. “Same consis¬ 
tency. Same work ethic.” 

Like Reid, Pederson had his share of crit¬ 
ics. He wasn’t the people’s choice in Philly 


when he got the job and ESPN ranked him 
the worst hire of his coaching class at the 
time. Three of the six other coaches al¬ 
ready have been fired. 

“I don’t pay any attention to that, quite 
honestly,” Pederson said. “I drive home at 
night knowing I put in a full day’s work. I 
get up in the morning to come in here, and 
however I can serve this organization and 
serve these players, that’s all I know. I love 
football. I love coaching football. I love 
teaching it. I love being around these guys, 
and I’m going to pour my life into these 
players. If it’s good enough, great, because 
that’s all I know I can do and I’ve given it 
my best effort. So I don’t care about what’s 
written.” 

Pederson cares about his players, im¬ 
proving their game and making them bet¬ 
ter men off the field. He gets what they’re 
going through because he played, although 
mostly as a backup. They trust in him and 
his coaching philosophy. 

“Coach Pederson is an unbelievable 
coach to play for,” said Nick Foies, who 
went from backup quarterback to hero of 
the NFC championship game. “He just has 
such a great feel for the game.” 

Pederson’s steady demeanor and posi¬ 
tive approach helped the team overcome 
numerous injuries to key players, includ¬ 
ing Carson Wentz, Jason Peters and Jor¬ 
dan Hicks. 

Seeing their coach never waver gave 
guys confidence they can beat anyone. It 
helps that Pederson has devised masterful 
game plans. He outcoached Mike Zimmer 
in the NFC championship game as Foies 
picked apart the top-ranked defense en 
route to Philadelphia’s 38-7 win over Min- 



Chris Szagola/AP 


Eagles’ head coach Doug Pederson’s 
intangibles led Eagles owner Jeffrey Lurie 
to hire him over other coaches with more 
impressive resumes. 

nesota. 

“I played for some amazing coaches, and 
Doug is an unbelievable play caller,” Foies 
said. “He does a great job of deciding when 
to call each thing, but our staff is unbe¬ 
lievable at game planning and putting us 
in position, no matter if it’s the run game, 
the pass game, the screen game, whatever 
it may be. The attention to detail is unbe¬ 
lievable and we go into a game feeling 100 
percent confident because of our staff and 
the work and long hours that they put in 
to get the game plan to us so that we can 
go out and execute. That’s big for an ath¬ 
lete when you can go out there and trust 
everything.” 


Julie Ertz was star before husband’s rise with Philly 



Gregory Payan/AP 


Philadelphia Eagles tight end Zach Ertz, left, is interviewed by 
Michael Irvin and Zach’s wife, Julie Ertz, on Monday during Super 
Bowl media night in St. Paul, Minn. Julie and Zach are currently the 
sporting world’s “It” couple. Julie is a midfielder for the World Cup¬ 
winning U.S. national soccer team. 


By Anne M. Peterson 

Associated Press 

Julie Ertz has a world champi¬ 
onship and Player of the Year hon¬ 
ors in her sport. So she’s already 
got an edge on husband Zach — 
that is, if they were competitive. 

She says the athletic couple 
doesn’t really try to one-up each 
other all that much. 

“Maybe in board games,” she 
says with a laugh. 

Julie and Zach are currently 
the sporting world’s “It” couple. 
Julie is a midfielder for the World 
Cup-winning U.S. national soccer 
team, while her husband Zach is 
a tight end for the Super Bowl- 
bound Philadelphia Eagles. The 
joke is that they both play foot¬ 
ball, just different kinds. 

Just as Zach was in Canada for 
the 2015 World Cup final cheer¬ 
ing on Julie, she’ll be rooting for 
him on Sunday in Minneapolis. 
In fact, she’s already there, act¬ 
ing as a correspondent for the 
U.S. team’s Twitter feed. 

The couple was married last 
March after a romance that start¬ 
ed when Julie, then Julie John¬ 
ston, was an emerging soccer star 
at Santa Clara and Zach was play¬ 
ing at Stanford. 

Julie’s career took off in 2015, 
well before Zach reached the 
NFL’s biggest stage, when she 
was selected by national team 
coach Jill Ellis for the World Cup 
roster. At 23, she was the second- 
youngest player on the squad for 


soccer’s premier tournament. 

“You train as if whenever 
you’re called upon you’re ready,” 
she said. “I think that was a huge 
mentality that was important for 
me. I know I really wanted to 
make the team, but I knew that 
I had a long way to go. So I tried 
every day to take it day by day 
and really learn anything I could 
at practice, and do every extra 
thing that I thought I needed to 


do.” 

Johnston played on a backline 
that included Meghan Klingen- 
berg, Becky Sauerbrunn and Ali 
Krieger. The defense was an¬ 
chored by Hope Solo, who was 
spectacular in goal. The group 
went 540 minutes during the 
tournament without conceding a 
goal on the way to a 5-2 final vic¬ 
tory over Japan. 

With her trademark baby- 


blue headband, Johnston quickly 
proved she was one of the sport’s 
fastest-rising stars. Today, she’s 
introspective about her world 
championship. 

“I could give you 1,000 mo¬ 
ments that were special, but look¬ 
ing back it was the journey, and 
everything that I learned about 
myself and what I didn’t think I 
could do,” she said. “I learned a 
lot, and it really pushed my love 
for the sport even more than I al¬ 
ready loved it.” 

She shifted to a defensive mid¬ 
fielder position with the national 
team last year and did well. At the 
Tournament of Nations she came 
in as a substitute and scored the 
winner of a 4-3 victory in the 89th 
minute. 

She played at that position the 
rest of the season, scoring six 
goals, including two against New 
Zealand. In December she was 
selected the national team’s Play¬ 
er of the Year, earning more than 
half of all the votes. 

But probably the happiest thing 
she did last year was marry Zach. 
The two tied the knot in March in 
California. 

Zach, 27, is in his fifth season 
with the Eagles. He broke out this 
season with 824 receiving yards, 
behind only New England’s Rob 
Gronkowski (1,084) and Kansas 
City’s Travis Kelce (1,038) among 
the ends. His eight touchdowns 
were double his previous career 
high, and he had eight catches for 


93 yards in the NFC champion¬ 
ship game. 

The two were apart when the 
Eagles clinched their spot in the 
Super Bowl with a 38-7 victory 
over the Minnesota Vikings. Julie 
was in San Diego for a national 
team match against Denmark. 
She was among the players who 
scored in the 5-1 victory. 

Afterward, when she was told 
Zach was going to the Super Bowl, 
she burst into tears. 

“Zach knew I was there obvi¬ 
ously in spirit and I was pray¬ 
ing for him and I was excited 
for him and cheering him from 
miles away,” she said. “It’s a part 
of our job and we sacrifice a lot, 
and time’s the biggest thing. But 
to find out that they are going to 
the Super Bowl was amazing, ex¬ 
citing, emotional. It’s really cool 
to see your loved one’s hard work 
pay off.” 

That’s part of the mutual re¬ 
spect their marriage is built on. 

“She understands how hard I 
worked and how hard this team 
worked to get to this point. We’re 
each other’s No. 1 fan. Our rela¬ 
tionship wasn’t built on the ath¬ 
letic success. We truly love each 
other and that’s the most impor¬ 
tant thing,” Zach said. 

To that end, Julie said it’s Zach’s 
turn in the spotlight. 

“This is his time,” she said. 
“I’m here. I’m a fan! I’m going 
to be in the stands, cheering with 
everyone else.” 
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Wentz: MVP contender 
becomes cheerleader 



Patrick Semansky/AP 


The Eagles’ Carson Wentz, right, congratulates Nick Foies, center, during the second 
half of the NFC championship game against the Vikings in Philadelphia. Wentz, who is 
injured, watched both playoff games from the sideline, rooting hard for his teammates 
and enjoying their success without him. He’ll be their No. 1 fan Sunday when they 
take on New England and try to win the franchise’s first NFL title since 1960. 


By Rob Maaddi 

Associated Press 

BLOOMINGTON, Minn. — Carson 
Wentz made the rounds along Radio Row 
at last year’s Super Bowl and promised 
himself he’d be back for this one. 

He’s here, but only as a cheerleader. 

Wentz led the Philadelphia Eagles to a 
10-2 start before he tore his left ACL and 
LCL in Week 14. Nick Foies replaced him, 
helped the Eagles clinch the NFC East and 
secure the No. 1 seed, and was spectacu¬ 
lar in the conference championship game 
against Minnesota. 

Wentz watched both playoff games from 
the sideline: the victory over the Falcons 
on crutches and the rout of the Vikings 
on a cane. He’s rooting hard for his team¬ 
mates and enjoying their success without 
him. Wentz will be their No. 1 fan Sunday 
when they take on the New England Patri¬ 
ots and try to win the franchise’s first NFL 
title since 1960. 

It’s not easy for any competitor to be 
forced to sit out. 

“It’s just tough knowing that could be 
you,” said Wentz, who is walking without 
assistance now. “I had my sights set on this 
thing since I knew we weren’t making the 
playoffs last year. I had my sights set on 
playing in Minneapolis. It’s right down the 
road from home. Here we are. It just looks 
different for me.” 

Wentz, from neighboring North Dakota, 
is more than just a spectator. He has been 
a major presence around the team follow¬ 
ing surgery, goes to quarterback meetings, 
watches film and supports Foies as much 
as possible. 


“He’s been outstanding,” offensive co¬ 
ordinator Frank Reich said. “One of the 
greatest things about a person is when you 
see him celebrating somebody else’s suc¬ 
cess. To be happy for Nick who is at your 
position, who could potentially be stealing 
another person’s thunder, that’s the pretty 
cool thing about, of all the great things that 
he’s done this year, even more exemplifies 
the kind of leader that he is.” 

Foies has said all the right things since 
the minute he stepped into the starting 
lineup. He’s close with Wentz and makes it 
a point to always give him credit for lead¬ 
ing the Eagles from worst to first in the 
division. 

“This is Carson’s team,” Foies said. “I’ve 
had to take it over, but Carson is a tremen¬ 
dous player. I think he’s the MVP of the 
league. He’s a huge reason why we’re in 
this position. It’s been awesome just being 
around him. He’s handled this thing amaz¬ 
ingly and he continues to be such a great 
leader in our locker room. When we go 
through game film and we go through ev¬ 
erything, he’s an extremely intelligent play¬ 
er, so I listen to everything that he says.” 

Wentz, the No. 2 pick in the 2016 draft, 
started every game his rookie season when 
the Eagles went 7-9. He took a giant leap as 
a sophomore, tossing 33 touchdowns and 
seven interceptions in 13 games. 

Wentz was voted to the Pro Bowl and is 
a contender for the NFL MVP award that 
will be announced Saturday night. 

“He’s done such an amazing job in his 
two years in the NFL of continuing to cre¬ 
ate this atmosphere and obviously going 
out there making electric plays, but really 
just making everyone believe,” Foies said. 


“That hasn’t changed though he’s injured. 
He’s still around, and I love having him 
around.” 

While Foies stood center stage with Tom 
Brady at media night, Wentz sat in the 
stands at the hockey arena and spoke to re¬ 
porters for about 25 minutes. He has relied 
on his strong faith to get him through the 
disappointment. 

“When it comes to an injury like this, the 
season we were having, the season I was 
having personally and it gets taken away, 
it’s just a chance to practice what I preach 
and that I play for [God] and it’s not for my¬ 
self,” Wentz said. “It’s taught me a lot so far. 
He closed this door on this season for me 


but I know he’s going to open many other 
doors and he’s going to use me.” 

If Foies leads the Eagles to victory over 
the Patriots, there still won’t be a quarter¬ 
back controversy in Philadelphia. Foies is 
signed through next season and provides 
insurance if Wentz isn’t ready to start the 
season opener. Having Foies on the roster 
allows Philadelphia the luxury of giving 
Wentz time for his knee to heal. 

“Two years ago, the plan was to acquire 
a quarterback,” coach Doug Pederson 
said. “That was our first plan, and we were 
able to do that in Carson. We do have the 
quarterback of the future for the Eagles, 
obviously.” 


Harmon still speaking up, playing big for Patriots 



Keith Srakocic/AP 


Patriots strong safety Duron Harmon, right, celebrates his 
interception against the Steelers. Harmon has become a more 
vocal presence in the Patriots locker room and was one of its most 
consistent players down the stretch. 


By Kyle Hightower 

Associated Press 

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — 
Duron Harmon thought it was 
time to speak up. 

It was about a half-hour after 
the Patriots’ 33-30 loss to the 
Carolina Panthers on Oct. 1. As 
his teammates walked around in 
a daze following their second loss 
in four games, Harmon didn’t 
hold back when asked what was 
wrong with a defense that already 
had given up 30 or more points 
three times. 

“Obviously, what we’re doing 
is not good enough, so we need 
to go take a look in the mirror 
and just look and realize: Are we 
doing enough to win?” he said 
that night. 

Both the words and the senti¬ 
ment had a familiar ring to them. 

That’s because it was Harmon 
who issued a similar challenge to 
his team during halftime of last 
year’s Super Bowl against Atlan¬ 
ta. It’s a pep talk his teammates 
credited with helping them com¬ 
plete their 25-point comeback. 

Since signing a four-year, $17 
million contract this past offsea¬ 
son, the defensive captain has 
become an even more vocal pres¬ 
ence in the Patriots’ locker room 
and was one of their most consis¬ 
tent players down the stretch. 


He led the team with four inter¬ 
ceptions, including one in the end 
zone in the waning seconds of New 
England’s 27-24 win at Pittsburgh 
that helped secure home-field ad¬ 
vantage in the postseason. 


The 27-year-old says he still 
feels like a “young player” but that 
he has felt more at ease speaking 
his mind as he heads to his third 
Super Bowl, where the Patriots 
will face the Philadelphia Eagles 


next Sunday. 

Part of the reason is because 
he thinks he’s playing alongside a 
defensive unit that is just as tough 
mentally as the one that showed 
up when it had to against Atlanta. 
He also doesn’t have to worry 
about hurting anyone’s feelings in 
a locker room where the demand 
for excellence is so high. 

“Just a group of fighters,” Har¬ 
mon said. “I mean you just look 
at the way the year progressed 
— started the year not the way we 
wanted to, came out and lost the 
opener, got to 2-2, but nobody in 
here really listened to the noise. 
We ignored it. We did everything 
we can to get better and try to 
progress throughout the year and 
that’s the reason why we’re here 
right now, just because we contin¬ 
ued to fight.” 

Patriots safety Devin McCour- 
ty said Harmon’s preparation is 
noticeable to his teammates and 
gives him credibility when he 
chooses to speak out. It also has 
allowed the coaching staff to trust 
him late in games. 

“The situation doesn’t affect 
him. The pressure doesn’t bother 
him,” McCourty said. “Since he 
was a young guy in here, if he 
was thrown in there at the end 
of the game he was ready to go, 
and I thought he’s always done a 
good job of taking advantage of 


opportunities.” 

It’s also kept Harmon on the 
field. 

He appeared in all 16 regu¬ 
lar-season games for the fourth 
straight season. Though often 
used in nickel situations as the 
third safety, including in the play¬ 
offs, Harmon has been on the 
field for 60 percent or more of the 
Patriots’ defensive snaps 11 times 
this season. 

Having him out there is never 
a bad thing, coach Bill Belichick 
said. 

“Whether he’s 60 percent or 
80 percent, whatever it is, 70 per¬ 
cent, whatever it ends up being 
— we want him on the field. He 
does a good job for us,” Belichick 
said. 

Harmon said playing in place 
that puts such a premium on ac¬ 
countability is what drew him in 
from the beginning. 

“If you love winning it’s not 
hard,” he said. “I mean this is 
what this place is about — win¬ 
ning. Everything we do, every¬ 
thing we sacrifice for is for to 
win. Coming here as a young guy 
five years ago, I just see how com¬ 
petitive this place was and I just 
wanted to be a part of it so I did 
everything in my power to con¬ 
tinue to get better and try to make 
sure that at the end of training 
camp I’m always on this roster.” 
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Steven Senne/AP 


Patriots running back Dion Lewis, right, eludes Tennessee Titans cornerback Tye 
Smith during their divisional playoff game on Jan. 13 in Foxborough, Mass. 


Eagles rejects have 
shined with Patriots 

Lewis, Amendola, Chung found a new home 


By Kyle Hightower 

Associated Press 

BLOOMINGTON, Minn. — One thing 
sticks out to Patriots running back Dion 
Lewis about his time with the Philadelphia 
Eagles. 

“Not playing,” 

Lewis said Tuesday 
with a smirk. 

Lewis is one of 
three Patriots start¬ 
ers who will be facing 
their former team in 
Sunday’s Super Bowl, 
along with receiver 
Danny Amendola and 
safety Patrick Chung. Amendola 

All three players 
look back on their ex¬ 
periences in Philadel¬ 
phia differently, but 
they have played their 
best football since 
being rejected by the 
Eagles early in their 
careers. 

Lewis was drafted 
by Philadelphia in the 
fifth round in 2011 
and played two sea¬ 
sons for them before 
he was traded to Cleveland. Amendola was 
among Philadelphia’s final cuts in training 
camp in 2009. Chung started his career 
in New England, spent a forgettable year 
with the Eagles in 2013, then returned to 
the Patriots in 2014. 

Amendola has experienced people doubt¬ 
ing his abilities since he entered the league 
as an undrafted free agent with Dallas in 
2008. He signed with Philadelphia in 2009 
after being cut by the Cowboys. But after 
eight months with the Eagles, he was re¬ 
leased. He was signed by the St. Louis 


Rams and stayed there for four seasons 
before signing a five-year contract with 
the Patriots in 2013. 

This past Christmas he tweeted a pic¬ 
ture of his framed No. 11 Eagles jersey, a 
gift from a friend. 

“It’s in my pool room — hanging as daily 
motivation,” Amendola said. “I’ve come a 
long way since getting the opportunity to 
play there. It obviously didn’t work out, so I 
guess I take it as a learning experience and 
just realize how far I’ve come.” 

Chung thought he was heading for a 
fresh start when he signed a three-year 
contract with Philadelphia in 2013, but it 
didn’t work out under then first-year coach 
Chip Kelly. Chung was back in New Eng¬ 
land the next season. The decision paid off 
with a Super Bowl ring last season. 

As for that 2013 season, Chung was 
coy about what he remembers about the 
experience. 

“That’ll be between me and those peo¬ 
ple,” Chung said. 

Lewis said despite his success in New 
England, winning a ring last season and 
leading the team this season in rushing 
yards (896) and rushing touchdowns (six), 
he has learned to stay motivated. 

“Never safe. You still gotta put the work 
in. You still gotta get an opportunity. That’s 
what most of the guys in the league need 
— just an opportunity to compete,” Lewis 
said. 

He said he’s matured a lot since leaving 
Philly. 

“People look at you and kind of charac¬ 
terize you,” Lewis said. “They try to tell you 
what they think you can do without even 
really knowing you. That’s kind of what I 
went through. I just kind of keep battling 
and showing people what I can do.” 

The Patriots gave him — and Amendola 
and Chung — what they’ve always wanted: 
an opportunity. 




Chung 


More: Pats aren’t focused on last year’s stunning comeback 
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had won a ring: Ed Dickson (Baltimore), 
Roman Harper (New Orleans) and Mi¬ 
chael Oher (Baltimore). 

But the Patriots say it’s nothing they will 
spend time talking about this week. 

“I think it’s overrated,” said special 
teams captain Matt Slater, who will be ap¬ 
pearing in his fourth Super Bowl. 

Defensive end Trey Flowers said the 
coaching staff hasn’t mentioned last year’s 
Super Bowl win since it came up in film 
study prior to their regular-season meet¬ 
ing with Atlanta back in October. 

“It’s a brand new team, so I wouldn’t say 
last year’s experience will have anything to 
do with the outcome of this game,” Flowers 
said. “This team has a lot of different guys 
from a year ago, so it’s something you’ve 
got to do all over again as far as experience 
goes.” 

Yes and no. 

New England actually returns 31 players 
who were on last year’s Super Bowl roster 
against the Falcons. That doesn’t include 
injured linebacker Dont’a Hightower or re¬ 
ceiver Julian Edelman. 

Two of the Patriots’ additions since then 


both played in the Super Bowl with other 
teams. Linebacker James Harrison won 
two rings with the Pittsburgh Steelers and 
defensive lineman Ricky Jean Francois 
played on the San Francisco 49ers team 
that came up short against Baltimore in the 
Super Bowl at the end of the 2012 season. 

“We know what to expect, but at the end 
of the day, you’ve got to perform,” line¬ 
backer Kyle Van Noy said. “So there’s re¬ 
ally no upper hand. You’ve got to just play 
the game and get ready for it and play at a 
high level.” 

He said that is because there is respect 
across the board for what backup quarter¬ 
back Nick Foies has accomplished since 
Carson Wentz tore his ACL in Week 14. 

More than experience on either side, 
linebacker Elandon Roberts said the big¬ 
gest challenge is not getting caught up in 
the emotions that come with playing in a 
Super Bowl. 

“Obviously it’s all the marbles right here, 
but it’s everything you work for,” Roberts 
said. “So you’ve got to think back to what 
got you here: doing your job, not getting 
overwhelmed and what not. As long as we 
do that, that takes away most of it.” 



Chris Szagola/AP 


Eagles defensive end Chris Long, right, earned a Super Bowl ring last season with the 
Patriots. He’ll go for his second Sunday only this time with a different team. 
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New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady has played in seven Super Bowls, winning five of them. 
He’ll play in his eighth on Sunday, when the Patriots face the Philadelphia Eagles in Minneapolis. 


Making history 

Rockets' Harden becomes first player 
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SUPER BOWL LI I 


EXPERIENCE 

In title game, Patriots have 
whole lot more than Eagles 


By Kyle Hightower 

Associated Press 

BLOOMINGTON, Minn, 
he Eagles are play¬ 
ing some of their best 
football heading into 
Sunday’s Super Bowl 
matchup with the Patriots. 

One thing Philadelphia can’t 
contend with is New England’s 
huge experience advantage in the 
big game. 

On the 53-man active roster the 
Patriots brought to Minnesota, 
32 players have a combined 60 
games of Super Bowl experience. 

Tom Brady alone has been to 
the Super Bowl seven times dur¬ 
ing his 18-year career, winning 
five. 

By comparison, the Eagles 
have seven players on their active 
roster who’ve won a Super Bowl. 
Two of those players, LeGarrette 
Blount and Chris Long, won their 
rings last season with the Patri¬ 
ots. The others are Torrey Smith, 
Malcolm Jenkins, Corey Graham, 
Dannell Ellerbe and Will Beatty. 
An eighth player, Chris Maragos, 
is on injured reserve with a knee 
injury. 

It’s a huge gulf. By compari- 

By the numbers 
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Two Philadelphia Eagles 
players won Super Bowl rings 
last season with the Patriots: 
LeGarrette Blount, above, and 
Chris Long. 

son, the 2015 Panthers that lost 
to the Broncos in the Super Bowl 
that season had three players who 

SEE MORE ON PAGE 31 



32 

Number of 
players on the 
Patriots’ 53-man 
active roster who 
have Super Bowl 
experience. 


60 

Combined 
number of games 
of Super Bowl 
experience the 
Patriots have on 
their roster. 


7 

Number of 
players on the 
Eagles’ 53-man 
active roster who 
have Super Bowl 
experience. 


SOURCE: Associated Press 
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